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W hence tis creation &%

come

He who is its surveyor in

heaven

he alone knosth

And yet doth he know?
- R ig Ved

T ke gods did not read, from té beginning

All things to us; but in the course of time,

T hrough seekingewnay learn, and know

thngs better

But as for certain truth, no man has known it,

Nor will he know it; neither of the gods,

Nor yet of all ta things of with | speak

And een if by dnce & were to utter

T ke peréct truth, & would mself not know it,

for all is but a wan veb of guesses.

-Xenophanes

A Greek bard, 570-475 BC.
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Life, Liberty, Property - that is what Man is. Of these three things one may
say without any demagogic quibbling, that they are anterior and superior
to all human legislation.
It is not because men have passed laws that life, liberty and property exist.
On the contrary it is because life, liberty and property already exist that
men make laws.

Frederic Bastiat, The Law1850

...(T)he conception of the Rule of the Law is sometimes confused with the
requirement of mere legality in all government action. The Rule of the [Law
of course, presupposes complete legallyt this is not enough: if a law
gave the government unlimited power to act as it pleased, all its actions
would be legal, but it would ceainly not be under the Rule of the Law
The Rule of the Law ...requires that all laws conform to certain principles.

F. A. Hayek, The Constitution of Libertyl960

The future is very open and depends upon us, on all of us. It depends on
what you and | and many other people do, todagmorrow and the day
after tomorrow And what we do depends in turn on our ideas and wishes,
on our hopes and fears. It depends on how we see the world, and how we
assess the open possibilities of the future.

This means we have a great responsibjlitshich becomes even greater when
we realize the following truth: we know nothing, or rathewe know so
little that we can safely define that little as 'nothing’, because it is nothing

in comparison with what we would need to know to make the right decisions.

Karl Popper The Lesson of this Centuryi997
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