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Whence this creation has
come

He who is its surveyor in
heaven

he alone knoweth

Aund yet doth he know?

- Rig Oed

0) he gods did not reveal, from the beginning
All things to us; but in the course of time,

0) hrough seeking we may learn, and know
things better.

Put as for certain truth, no man has known it,
Nor will he know it; neither of the gods,

Nor yet of all the things of which I speak.

And even if by chance he were to utter

o) he perfect truth, he would ﬁimsegr not know it,
for all is but a woven web of guesses.

-(Xenophanes
A Greek bard, 570-475 [B.C.
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If India ever finds its way back to the freedom and
democracy that were proud hallmarks of its first
eighteen years as an independent nation, someone
will surely erect a monument to Justice H. R.
Khanna of the Supreme Court. It was Justice
Khanna who spoke out fearlessly and eloquently
for freedom this week in dissenting from the
Court’s decision upholding the right of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi’s government to imprison
political opponents at will and without court
hearings.
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I have often said that from the amoeba to Einstein there is only one step.
Both work with the method of trial and error. The amoeba must hate
error, for it dies when it errs. But Einstein knows that we can learn only
from our mistakes, and he spares no effort to make new trials in order
to detect new errors, and to eliminate them from our theories. The step
that the amoeba cannot take, but Einstein can, is to achieve a critical,
a self-critical attitude, a critical approach. It is the greatest of the
virtues that the invention of the human language puts within our grasp.
I believe that it will make peace possible.

Karl Popper (1990)

But I shall let the little I have learnt go forth into the day in order that
someone better than I may guess the truth, and in his work may prove
and rebuke my error. At this I shall rejoice that I was yet the means
whereby this truth has come to light.

Albrecht Durer, quoted by Karl Popper
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Where the mind is without fear and the
head is held higﬁ;

Where know[edgc is free;

Where the world has not been broken

up into fragments of domestic walls;
Where words come out _from the depth
of truth; .
Whevre tireless striving stretches its arms
towards perfection;

Whevre the clear stream of reason has
not lost its way into the dreary desert
sand of dead habit;

Where the mind is led forward [nz
Ohee into ever-widening thought and
action

into that heaven of freedom, my Grath
let my country awake.

- Rabindranath Gagore - (sitanjali
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