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Whence this creation has
come
Hewho isitssurveyor in
heaven
he alone knoweth
And yet doth he know?

- Rig Ved

The gods did not reveal, from the beginning

All things to us; but in the course of time,

Through seeking we may learn, and know

things better.

But as for certain truth, no man has known it,

Nor will he know it; neither of the gods,

Nor yet of all the things of which | speak.

And even if by chance he were to utter

The perfect truth, he would himself not know it,

for all is but a woven web of guesses.
-Xenophanes

A Greek bard, 570-475 B.C.
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The time that my journey takes is long and the way of it long.

| came out on the chariot of the first gleam of light,

and pursued my voyage through the wildernesses of worlds
leaving my track on many a star and planet.

It is the most distant course that comes nearest to thyself,
and that training is the most intricate
which leads to the utter simplicity of a tune.

The traveller has to knock at every alien door to come to his own,

and one has to wander through all the outer worlds

to reach the innermost shrine at the end.
Rabindranath Tagore, Gintajali
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(T)he central issue became increasingly the prevention of arbitrary action of government.
Though the two meanings of ‘arbitrary’ were long confused, it came to be recognised, as
parliament began to act as arbitrarily as the king, that whether or not an action was arbitrary
depended not on the source of the authority but on whether it was in conformity with pre-

existing general principles of law.

- F. A. Hayek (1960)
in The Constitution of Liberty

Though democracy is certainly praiseworthy value, the Rechtsstaat (The Rule of Law) islike
the daily bread, the water we drink and the air we breathe; and the greatest merit of
democracy isthat it alone is adapted to preserve the Rechtsstaat.
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- G. Radbruch (1950)
quoted in the Constitution of Liberty
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give him nine years lease of a garden, and he will turn it into a desert ... The magic of

property turns sand into gold’
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Bvailable water, liters

per capita per day 2000
Kuwvait 30
United Arab Emirates 174
Libya 275
Saudi Arzbia 325
Jardan 381
Singapore 471
Yemen 665

Istaal 980

Oman 1,077
Tumnisia 1147
Algeria L 1,239

Burundi 1,456

Egypt 2343

Rwanda 2,642

Kemya 2,55

Merocco 2952

Sowth Africa 2,959

Somalia 3,206

Lebanon 3,996

Haiti 3,997

Burkina Faso 4,002

Zimbabwe 4,408

Pefu 4,416

Malawi 4,656

Ethiopia 4,840

Iran, Islamic Rep. 4,926

Migeria 55952

Eritrea 5,325

Lesotha 6,556

Togo 7.026

Uganda 8,046

Miger 8,235

Percent people with 3 TR

chronic scarcity

United Kingdom 3337 3,270 3315
India 5,670 4,291 5724
China B, 108 5,266 5140
ltaly 7,994 B,B36 10,862
United States 24470 20,405 19,521
Botswana 24,859 15,624 12,122
Indonesia 35,540 25502 22401
Eangladesh 50,283 35,855 9576
Australia 50,913 40,077 37,930
Russian Federation 84,235 93,724 107,725
lcaland 1,660,502 13935635 1,289976
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In the early 1970s, the leading edge of the age of scarcity arrived. With it came a clearer
look at the future, revealing more of the nature of the dark age to come.

Paul Ehrlich (1974)

That we are entering an age of scarcity in which our finite resources are running out,
that our environment is becoming more polluted and that population growth threat-
ensour civilization and our lives — such propositions are continually repeated with no
mor e evidence than that “ everyone knows’ they are true.

Julian Smon (1981)

The twenty-first century may be the first era in the history of humanity that natural
resour ce scarcity ceases to act as significant constraint on economic growth.
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(T)hat civilization begins when the individual in the pursuit of his ends
can make use of more knowledge than he has himself acquired and when
he can transcend the boundaries of hisignorance by profiting from knowl-

edge he does not himself possess.

F. A. Hayek, The Constitution of Liberty
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Man is the measure of all things. >
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Alwaysregard every man asan end in himself, and never use himmerely

asameansto your ends.” Thespirit of Kant’s ethics may well be summed

up in these words:. dareto befree; and respect the freedom of others.
-Karl Popper
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