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Whence this creation has
come

He who is its surveyor in
heaven

he alone knoweth

And yet doth he know?

- Rig Ved

O he gods did not reveal, from the beginning
AW things to us; but in the course of time,
@'ﬁrougﬁ seeking we may learn, and know
things better.

PBut as for certain truth, no man has known it,
WNor will he know it; neither qf the god's,

Nor yet of all the things of which ‘I speak.

And even if by chance he were to utter

o) he pet_'féct truth, he would ﬁimsel_'f not know it,
for all is but a woven web of guesses.

-Xenophanes
A Greek bard, 570-475 B.C.
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One of the best senses of "reason" and "reasonableness" is openness to criticism- readiness to be criticized
and eagerness to criticize oneself,. . .and this critical attitude of reasonableness should be extended as far
as possible. . . .Implicit in this attitude is the realization that we shall always have to live in an imperfect
society. This is so not only because even very good people are very imperfect; nor is it because we do not
know enough. Even more important than either of these reasons is the fact that there always exist
irresolvable clashes of values: there are many moral problems which are insoluble because moral principles
may conflict.

Clashes of values and principles may be valuable, and indeed essential for an open society. The fact that
moral values or principles may clash does not invalidate them. Moral values or principles may be discovered,
or even invented. They may be relevant to a certain situation, and irrelevant to other situations. They may
be accessible to some people and inaccessible to others. But all this is quite distinct from relativism, that
is, from the doctrine that any set of values can be defended.

Karl Popper, Unended Quest
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Life, Liberty, Property - that is what Man is. Of these three things one may
say, without any demagogic quibbling, that they are anterior and superior
to all human legislation.
It is not because men have passed laws that life, liberty and property exist.
On the contrary, it is because life, liberty and property already exist that
men make laws.

Frederic Bastiat, The Law, 1850

...(T)he conception of the Rule of the Law is sometimes confused with the
requirement of mere legality in all government action. The Rule of the Law,
of course, presupposes complete legality, but this is not enough: if a law
gave the government unlimited power to act as it pleased, all its actions
would be legal, but it would certainly not be under the Rule of the Law.
The Rule of the Law ...requires that all laws conform to certain principles.

F. A. Hayek, The Constitution of Liberty, 1960

The future is very open and depends upon us, on all of us. It depends on
what you and I and many other people do, today, tomorrow and the day
after tomorrow. And what we do depends in turn on our ideas and wishes,
on our hopes and fears. It depends on how we see the world, and how we
assess the open possibilities of the future.

This means we have a great responsibility, which becomes even greater when
we realize the following truth: we know nothing, or rather, we know so
little that we can safely define that little as 'nothing', because it is nothing
in comparison with what we would need to know to make the right decisions.

Karl Popper, The Lesson of this Century, 1997
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