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Selections From ‘The indian Liberiarian’ Part 11

Part ) of these Ssiections completes  this series  of Asticles wmainly on “Libariarian idsology’
as applied to indien conditions. The motive behind the Publication of this Seres was to
10 maintain & historically  suthsatic  record in brief of the singlehanded pionearing work
put  forth by B, B, Lewwale  through  the columns of g journal. The Indias Libertariaw’
in defending Basic Rights of #an o LHe, Libsry, Property and Fruits of Labour, against
the inrcads made inle  them by Mehruvian  Socialist Pattern, and  after Nebrw, by full-
isdged Statism  of  One  ‘Weman's Ruls of ‘Indira Gandhi’. The Prime - Minister of
india ‘Bajiv Gandhi’ who hes inherited this legacy of Sratism, it can be hoped, could ne longer
reqnain unaware of the Liberal trends reflectad in  their receni approaches wmade towards
political  sconomic  and  Social problems of the day, by the Fowers that bs, in U, 3
and i 5. 5. R., which are the nesed of the hour in India ioo.

in fine, the Editor and Compiler of this Series may be permitied 1o express his sense i
of 8 Sort of holy Satisfaction that, with the fuli  and wvaluable co - operation  of
Miss Kusem 8. Lotwala who is the onaly surviving member of Lotwalz {family, he has
been enabled o fulfi! the word given by him to Shri B, B. Lotwaia, The founder of the
Soumal ‘The Indiam Likeriarian’ that he would contenus to bring out issves of fhe seid
Journa!l so long as finances and Ecitor's. age and heaith wouldfpermit. The Editer and Comp-
lier is now in Blst vear of his age.

0. M. Kulkarni
March, Z4th 1588 Editor and Compiter.
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RAJAN . THE LONE FIGHTER

FPHIRGZE b SHEOFF

Tyweo thousand vears ago, lord jesus Christ
said - Come unto me all ya who are weary and
heavy laden and | will give ve rest.” And men and
women, young and old, diasesed enid hals, rich
and poor, wise and not so wise, all Hocked round
Him to imbibe His message of love, peacs and
gaodwiil to gl mankind.

Today, when cur dear Motherland is facing
the grim prospect of being overwhsimed by evil
farces of hatred and cless-war, growing squalor
and degradation, totalitarian tyranny and foreign
aggression, Rajsjt may weil say 1o his countrymen.
“Listen to me all ve who are weary and hungry,
all ye who are opprassed and downtrodden, and !
will show the path of deliverance from all that
is weighing vou down.” From out of his
anguizhed heart Rajajl has been saving words,
which would bring happiness, psace, progiess
and strength to the people, # only they lisiened
1o what he has {0 say,

True, he has aol much 1o say which is new.
His greatness lies in this that he constantly
reminds people of the Eternal Verities and exhoris
them to live their life in harmony with thess
Veritiss. He warns people againsi the mirage of
totalitarian planning and slogan-mongering, He
brings all that is happening and ail that is
proposed o be done, 1o the crucible of reason
and the sccumulated and weli-tested store of
human experience.

Gandhiji in his time fed the fight against
slien domination. He exorled the prople o
follow the path of truth and non-violence and
dedicate themselves (o th: ssivice of the country
in a8 spirit of self-secrifice and biotherhood.
The common men in thelr millions in ail parts
of the country heard his message and followed
hirn 1l victory was won,

But the breath of freedorm which the people
Inhaled was shorilived A snsw and vicious

tyranay was fastened on the paopls by soms of
Gandhilis’ closest followers. Many peopls foundg
the new cult of MNehruism nnt only fashionahbls
but very lucrative. MNehru in his visionary dreams
did not have much use for spiritual vaiuss, He
had becoms enamoured of fotalitarian  idsology
which stems from rank materialism. DMshrulsm
with its lengthy tentacies worked havoe in the
raoral standards of God-fearing people of india.

Raleji was amongst the first to ses the
malaise which was rapidly taking & hold cver
the people. Hs diagnosed ihs diseass with his
clear and analytical mind and indicated the
remedy which would restors health o the body
poliic and econcemic. Like other greal teachess
of humanity he was reviled and made 16 carry
nis cross. But Rajaji, who derives his sirengih
frorm higher sources, has worn his crown of
thoms without a murmur,

His Tight against the totalitarian forces in the
country has been, In 8 senss, more difficult than
that of Gandhil against foeelgn domination.  In
tha historic fight agsinst foreigners, the nation
remained more or less united, which is not the
case when Hajajl Is lsading the iight against
home-bred iespotism, masquarading  upder fhe
beaner of socialism. moreaver, Gandhijl  was
able to gather round %im 3 sizable bang of
priliant and ruly dedicated people.

It would be a hyperbole o say that Rajaji
has been equally fortunate in this respsct. The
vaizg-caiching brown-skin peliticians have found
the Mebry cult very orofitabies and with direct as
weil a8 indirect contrel over the media of mass
communications and  lsvish wuse of palronags,
they have besn able 10 give desper roots 1o their
dommatior.  This makss Rajaji’s task a  wvery
difficuli ons.

Hajals rightly says that this task couid be
simplified H the intelieciuals and the businses




communily propsrly understand and  fuifil the
reefe that they have to play at the present crucial
winotys However, this is a big 7. Constant
educative efforis are necsssary 1o being home
1o all classes of the peopie in the oouniy the
message of Hajajl

Halaji was not slow o ses that the sconomic
serfdom to which the country has besd subjecied
has brought about the erosion of the junda-
mental righis as well as the lowering of eihical
standards amongst the people. He has, thersfore,
campaigned for the safaguarding of the funda-
nental rights, whatever action, though, he may
have taken in ths early post-Independsnce years.

Like Gandhiji, Rajaji does naot hesitals io
admit his errors. This s, indeed, another proot
of his greatness. He is simple and unassuming
to o fault. Some months ago, Raiall told the
present writer that he {Hajajiy always savs what
he mesns and means what he says, and never
uses any world of sulogy unless he means ovary
word of what hie says. There is no doub? that
he uses the written as well as the spoken word
with great care, The ourstanding  humanist
that hs is, he has great desire to help sveryone
1o the best extent possible.

In sptt of his vary busy scheduis. he is mind.
ful of the comiort and wall-being of those who
have oeocaslon to  come in contact with him,
fMeost of his friends have gone to the Great
Beyond, but he cherishes thelr  memory
with love and respest. Physically he s frail
and fragite, but when gusstions of principle are
conceined, he is firm as a rock. Today, HRajaii
constitutes a gendine onsg-man Opposition in the
country. He is & very shrawd ludge of persons
and events, Dbut is at the same tims tolerant
and considerate

Hs is a tree Karmavogd, He has now ssachad
the stage when he doss what he constdarss o
be sigh.t without being atiached to the fruit of
his actions, Becauss of the grace of God which
has descended on him. he continuss 1o give the

benetit of his sdvice and guidance o ndia and
indead to the whole world, Bay he  live for
many more years 1o guide the nation.

— fdysindia
L. Qciober 1, 1871,

The Hule of Law

Tue exp of the law is, not to abolish o

rastrain bur o presesve and enlawe freedom.
For in alt the states of created bsings capable
of laws where thare is no law there is no
freadom  For liberly i3 1o be fres from restraing

and wvioience from others : which cannot be
whers there is no law [ and is not. as we ars
old, 2 finerty for svary man o do what he lisis
{(For who could be frese whan every Gther man’'s
rover him 7) But s fiberty
to dispose, and order as he lists, his person,
antion, possessions, and his whols  property,
within the aliowanges of those  laws  under
which he is, and tharein not to be the subject
of the arbitrary will of  another, byt fresiy
inliows his one.

numour might domings

-~ feahrn Locke,

Closure Of Amernican Cultural C

Zomiz Felitical sed economic sonjeguenses

By

A, Hanganathan

Whether it be dus to a new um of the
waleidoscope of Indian affairs or to the femporal
coincidances of events in 18308, of merely 1o ihe
whim of the oversesr of the Indisn exiernal
atiairs depariment, the new policy of the Govarn-
ment of tndia in not silowing cultural centres
pun by the U 8. Government to funciion any-
where except at places where it has consulates,
betrevs greater bankruptoy of mind than hes been
customany in the past. A brief assessment of
the political and sconomic consequances of this
new policy viswed sgainst the background of
indiz's dialogus with the liberal West is nege-
ssary to undersiend the problem in depth.

it is unforiunale thal this problesm has been
complicated by two misconceptions that have
heen sedulously fostersd by the Government of
arnmsnt of indis

india. The first s that the Ge
is 1rying 1o estshiish some kind of party
bBetween 1he United States and Soviet Hussia.
Yet 11 is ohvious thst the Soviet Govermnmment
iz not attected by this new polcy because it
hee not established 8 cultvral cenire (sxcept
for the shoriive aliempt at Trvandium) at any
place  where it doss 0ot have a consulsts,

indeed. 85 things stand now, ithe American

enliural centres at Lucknow, Hvderabad Patna,
Ringaicore and Trivendium would have 1o be

May 8. lesving only four
Bombay, Calcutia and
American consulaies,

closed down by
centres st Mew Delhi
Wiadras where there arg
The second misconseption s based on Mew

:

mment that the decision was taken

of improper  activities  caried out
S{_xr{:"a; the Indian Sovemmeni need

for 18 vears 10 maeke this

rpe. In this smotions!l unheaval
meral

azpect of the problem. For America has abways

Hiztle attention h-jb feen paid 1o the

axibited 2 desn concern’ in the Ouaker sense

iarm with the problems of  devels
iwlant Lyngdon 8,

ohbserved® in 1584 that “Friendly cynios and fizrce
enemiss alike often underestimate or ignore the
strong thraat of moral purposs which runs through
the {sbric of American history, OF course, our
secuity and welfare shaps our polickes. But
much of the snergy of our elforis has come
fram moerzl purposes. bt is right that the siropg
shouid heip the weak defend their freedom. it
s right that the weslihy should hslp the poor
ernerge from thely hunger.” Here It Is relevant
to quoie trom M 5 Narayanaswamy, a teading
indusiriaiist who voices opinion of the sophis-
ticated sections of a recipient country like
ndia .7 ta belive that 20 vesrs of depe-
ndance for financial, foodgrain and develop-
mental assistarice on the U S, has not sold os
down the Poteomac Hiver but a few American
Broks arnd magezines made available in sleganiiy
fumished halls of Amsrican cuitwral  centsrs
wauld very effsciively ¢o s0 is indesd dumbfo-
unding logic thai may proveoke vel anothser
arkinsonian lavw.” {The Hindu, Mareh 18, 1970,

it is well 10 note the comwgasting patierns of
nehaviour revesied by the American Embassy
and the Sovist Government over the years, Hare
it may he recalled that the Ameyvican Embassy

was not aliowad by MNew Delhi o estsbiish s

rzi centre al Bhubansshwar  dsas
Government  Drissa,

cu
tavourable
This s not the placs 1o explore the izason
beahind his decision. Buil the ooint worlh stre-
ssing is that the American Embassy  followed

responsa of the

the correct prooodurs In anplying to New Oeind
for parmission 1o St up 8 culteral centre
tHowever New Deibhi came 1o know about the
Soviet Cultural Centre when a roof bzam of the
hurriedly  bullt  retnforced  conorete  siruciurg
collansed  someibne during  Decsmber Killing
injuring  at least

settously
act PMayw Dalhi was not

the indo-Soviet Culiyral

mps people and

twenly  workers,

LAk

consteucting  the doviet




Cultural Centre in October T it is possible thai
green signal for ihis project might hove Dean
givan by the Namboodripad Government of
Kerala, And the Sovier Cultural Centre might
weit have besn completed but {or the azcident

which resulied in a public outcry. Yet Mr, Dipash

Singh. the lndizn Foreign Minister, penalizsd

the Upnitzd Sistes for the diplomatic fzux pas

committed by the Sovier Government For Me
Dinesh  Zingh hes ordered the closure of the
American and French culioral centres in thoss
citizs where they do not have consulstes
tncidantally My Dinesh  Singh  has not
ohvieusly reaiized that his sction is not only
arbitrary  but

constiutes g bresch of the
aereemants which were worked out during My,
Mehru's time, Small wonder that this decision
was endersed by Tass, According to the P
{March 7, 1870} the Tass Report entitled
‘Arnevicans shown the door’ interprated the Indian
decision as bhasically anti-American And chay-
acietistically it made no reference o the ccil-
spse of dhe unfinished Sovier structure at
Trivandrum  that sparked off ths coniroversy
mvolving cultural centres in India.

But it s not as the suiking of sn attituds,
that such 2 comment by Tass is disturbing. iis
wnporiance ties in the sinister significance {or the
future, For this now policy not only reverses the
process of the Inde-American by dialogue inidated
Eliny ¥alg, Bam Mobhan RBoy end Emesrson, b
also  raizes the issue of sustaining s ires
sooiety in sp ambisnce of modern scientific and
culiural endeavour.

Yale Usniversity s probably as koown 1o
Indians as any college or university in the
Unpited States. Very faw Indians, howsver, are
aware that but for India this famous institulion
of kigher learning might nsver have existed.
Elithu Yale, borp in Boston in 184%  migrated
10 Englend and sfier some yeers was appoinied
Governor of Madras, While serving in ihis
office, Mr. Yasl took active intsrest in the
walfare of o struggling young college at New
Haven, Connecticut, not far from his birthplace.
The fGovemor of Madras collected & cargo

s

5]

i dnchan books 1l pleiares

o

o ihe  MNew  Haven  school

this cargoe realized neasrhy
gixty pounds—a considerable sum  of  money
in ths sevenisenth ceniutv—enough fo put Yale
University on a sound financia!l feoting. And it
was peculiarly sppro rate  that My, Chester
Bowlss an alumnus of Yale Universiny and the
ersiwhile American Ambassscor to lndis dedicated
the new American Consulete Generst buliding
a1 Madigs on Janusry 3 1869, My Bowies
rigntly stressed ihat it was “one more high
point in the continuing frisndship and close
relations between india 2nd the United States”
Dpe of the many manifestations of this dialogue
in the sconomic gsphere is the chaln of indeo-
Amarican  co-opsrative veniures in the South
such as Madras Fertilizer,  BMadras Felinary,
Cochin Refinery. Mysore Lamp Works in Bang-
ators,  the Coromandal Feriilizer prelset in
Andhea Pradesh the hupgh hydrogleciric and
irrigation projects af Gharavati  Sabavragin and
Magarjunasager which were once reterred 10 by
iy, Mehru as the “pew temple” of Indiz and
the agricaltursl university at Bangalore and
Hyderabad which are partiy staffed by experi teams
from the universities of Tenesses and Kansas.

Emerson, the grest American chilosopher,
roted for his anpreciation of varid cultures was
greatly influenced by Indian thought. Here it is
interesting to note that William Adam. 2 conte-
mporary of Emorson dgelivered a lecture on the
iife and labour of Rajz Ram Mohan Boy as
party as 1845, Raja Bam Mohan Roy 18 known
a5 the Father of BWModsm India. haraided the
dewn of modern obvilization 1t is clear  that
During the time of Emerson a desp interest in
indiz's cultural haritage was farmed in the minds
of many Americans the harvest of which was 1o
ba garnered by succesding genzrations.

From the tims of Emerson untl s few
dscades ago, the exchangs of men and ideas
hetweon the fwo countries that today represent
the two largest democracies in the world was
limited, The primary resson for this lack of
cultural exchange — although the phenomencn
af Dinesh Singh did not arise at thai time! was

America’s per-oceupation with nation-building.
The greal Westward movement from the sast
tn the west coast of the country (& distance of
3000 miles) so occupled the thoughts and
snergies of Americans between 1730 and 1850
that listle was ieft them for contemplation of ths
outsids world. The wasiward movemsni was
foHowed immediately by the great Clvil War and
its tragic afiermath Howsever the dialogue was
resumed in the wake of india’s freedom-the fislds
of sducation, science, technology, agricubiral
development, industrial growih, and the fine arts
have besn fruitful sources of sharad experiences
over the vears.

As the indian sconomy is one of shortages, the
question of pricrities is one of vital significance.
For the gurrent emohasis seems o be ¢n stesl
plants and small cars rather than an schogis and
ahinics. 1t is precisely dus to this scale of
priorities, that th present writer is inclined 1o
helisve that the most abiding contribution that the
inited Stotes has made to indis is in the realm
of education.  And it is the indian middie class
that will be affected by this decision. For
students and professors of science and technalogy
—they simply cannot afford 10 buy them-—will

nol have access to the latest scientific and
technolegical text books treatisss and pesiodicals.
Similarly the students of the humanities will also
sufier as a result of this decision. Agsin the
average citizen has alse a right to kesp himself
or hersali abesst ¢f the times—indesd a colleciion
of prems by & Hamsom or a volume of eriticism
by a trilling can open up unexpected possibili-
ties of & continuing cubwral dizloge with ths
Biheral West. Surely #r. Dinesh Singh doss not
want the Indian middie class o float in intellec-
iug! backwaters. Indead the natural backwaters
of India-—the backwaitars of Kersla for example
—gre lovely, byl the ides of ficating In intelisc-
tual bankwaiers even to please Mr. Dinesh Singh
in not exactly a lovely thought |

The arhitary closure of the American cultural
contres cannotbe regarded a5 3 mere adminis-
srative decision, For it is linked with the issue of
freadom in the gliimate analvsis. Indeed the Tuture
of our democracy will depended on the chicice we
make hetween 2 freo society and an authoritarian
society. The most important question (o be faced
is whether our demogracy which is bassd on a
free sociely can be subveried 1o contribute 10 an
authoriiarian society.

oL April 15, 1270




The Impect Of British Liberalism On
Indian Thought

by

A, Rsnpanathan

* Hf the fndian liberats, who at one time isd
the Congress had maintained thelr hold, if men
like Gokhale. Chintamani of Tej Bahadur Sapru
had gone on to fashion independence, the whole
of Indian constitutional development would havs
locked rather like the consentieni process in
Australiz or Canada or even in Cevion” observed
Hugh Tinker in an address delivered st Chatham
House. Actually the jiberal wradition In indian
politics 1s much oldsr than the formation of the
Indian Liberal party.. whose members lived in &
staie of splendid isolation Indeed the political
philosophy of the fndian Liberals was based on
a kind of ~animated moderation” (to borrow
Walter Bagehot's famous phrase which he used
in his ‘Physics and Politics’). in the final
analysis, it s possibie to speak of Libsralism
as an attituds, 2 p;agmazié approsch to political
and sccial problems and not as  a particulay
school of “thought or a set of political
programmas, The beginaings of British Liberalism
can be lraced in the seventeenth-century struggie
of parliament apainst the auvthotity of the King.
But the word -Liberal” as s party label gained
currenty in British politics 28 @ result of the
syimpathy feit by the Whigs for the Spanish
“Liberals”™ And many of the iliberal movemenis
which developed in England in ons or fwo
centuries were compressed into & few decadss
i india in a different setiing. To cite an exam-
ple, Lord Macaulay pleaded fer ieligious lberty
tn a debate on the civil disabilities of the Jews
in a famous spesch in the House of Commons.
In Indiz (where religious liberty was no problem
at any time} Rajs Ram Mohan Roy had to launch
a Campaign against such customs a8 ‘suias’. The
abolition of ‘sutty’ initisted a process of social
changs  thiough the decades so  that
Dr, 2. R Ambedkar could guote Burke's State-
ment thal - those who want 1o conserve must be
ready o tepair” while moving the Hindu Code
il in the parliament, ®aja Ram Mohan Rov's

sympathy for Mapigs which was atiacked by the
Austrian Government and hiz  spposition to
Spanish Imperizlism in South  Amerca ware
inspired by the British Liberal Pariy’s atiituds
towards the raticnal movamenis in faly, Greecs
and South America. And the Raja’s contributions
to the ireedom of the press Aowed rom Milton's
Areopagatia, the fountain haad of Engiish Libera-
Lism. Thus, tne principle of civil liberty, the
refe of iaw and the fresdom of the press consti-
tuted the background of the first phase of
Libeialism in Modermn India,

The growih of Indian Liberailsm was a direct
raesult of the system of liberal education which
the British had introduced in out universitiss.
Along with the classics of English lierature
the ninsteenth century bndian studies politics!
freatises such as Locke's Self Government and
Mill’'s On Liberty’ Some Indians were also
influsnced by the ideals of Cavour and Mazzini
who had drawn most of their political ideas
from English Liberalism. And the desirg 1o have
a trly pational government bassd on ths
parliamentary form  was sirengthenszd by two
factors the enactmen! of legisiative measures
on the social plane and the steady devslopment
ot a spirit of nationalism on the political plane.
Paradoxical as it may sesm, England herself was
doubly responsible {for the liberal movement
in India. While the policy of the British
Colonial administration in India bad intessified
the struggle for fresdom, it was the teaching of

great British intellectusls like Burke, Aciion,

G. B. 3. ano Russell that had inspived the love
of fresdom

A, 0. Humes, who saw the nead for a nationalist
movemsnt to ast in the nature of a safety-valve
issuad an historic appsal in the year 1885 asking
for fifty gradustes to join the movemeni-- i

voui, the picked men, the most highly educated
of the nation caonot scormning personal case
and  selfish objscis, make 3 resolule struggle to
secure greater freedom for yourseives and your
eountry, 8 mers impartisl administration, a farger
share i the management of your own atfairs,
shen wea, your friends are wrong and our
adverzariss right ; then are Long Ripon’s nobls
sspirations for vour good fruitiess and visionary ¢
then at present, at sny rats, all hopes of progress
are at an end and India truly neither lacks nov
deserves any beiter government then she now
snjoys.” This appeal resuited in the formation
of the indis Mational Congress @ And in the same
year the ‘kerari’ of Poona with which Tilak was
associated wrote : The birth  of patrigtism
among us is dus to British rile and English
sducation. English education has imparied to us
knowledge of ancient and modern history it
enabled us 1o know the fruits of patriciism
among the Ancient Greeks and Romans.” In spite
of his opposition 1o British ruls in India, Tilak
was one who would recognize a templs i he
saw 1f. And he told the people not to forget
~that it is the connection with England and the
pducation she gave ihat have given rise 10 the
ambitions that £l vour hearis todavy.” During
this period, the British political Scene was
humming with the ideas of liberal politcians
like Giadsione, Cobden, 8Sright and the theories
of thinkare such as Herbert Spencer, Mill and
Carlyle. Sir Surendransth Bapnerji. a2 liberal
politician, struck & personal note when he
remarked, My professional work greatly heiped
me in my public speschas as | had 1o teach the
classics of the English language. Among them
were the speeches and wiitings of Burke, Frowd,
tord, Morley and others. | thus lived in constant
association with the great masters of the Eaglish
janguage and in close familiarity with their
yocabulary and methods of thought and to none
do § pwe a3 grealer debt than Edmund Burke,
whose political  philosephy has  so  largely
moulded my own views about governmeni and
sociely” .

The Brtish cennsction with India has been

the subjscl of many Tamous presidental addissses.
The gosl of Indias political svelution as an equal
parinei i the Commonwsalth and not as “a
trustee dependent” was set forth in the presi-
dental address or Sir Henry Cotion a1 Bombay
in §804. The political accents of Sir Hensy
Cotion's voilce were echoed by Gokhale at
Banaras iz 19080, preachosd by Dadhabhai Naoraii
at Calouita i 1806, restated by . R, Das
in 1928 and challengad by Nehre in 1929 when
he gnunciated the concept of “purna Swaraj’
{complels independence). And yet it was
Mr. Nehru who observed in a broadcast talk on
fay T0th, 1249 thet a nation doss not “loss it
independance by an  allisnce with another
couniry” and pleaded for that “fateful ad historic
cacision”’  which made India a8 member of the
Commonweaith. My, Nehru's solution of India
remaining 2 mamber of the Commonwesalth in
spite of her republican status reconciled the
concapt of ‘purna swaral” and the flexible goal
of the Commonwealth In & unique way and can
be considered as a fitting climax e a long
pericd  of indo-  8ritish political  relations,
Macaulary once hopsd that indisng might ~in
some future age demand European institutions. ..
and that if such & dav ever came sbout., .....il
would be the proudest dav in English history.”
Whether we agree  with Macaulay  that
August 15th 1947 is ths proudsst day in English
history or net, (it cen be lafi 1o British historians
1o debate on this point} there can be ng doubt
that the 16th of May 1249 can bs considered
as the proudest day in  the history of
india-British relations. it was on that day that
By, PMahra made & speech moving a resolution
for the ratification of the Commonwealth
advocating  —continued membership of lndia in
the Commoenweaith of Nations as set out in the
officiai statemant issued 21 the conclusion of
the Conference of the Commonwealih Prme
Ministers a1t Londen on Aprll Z7th, 13487,

in order to understand the imdian  liberal
approach to problams, it is necessary 1o view
the Indian political movament &8 a series of
continuelly shifling prespectives. To begin with,




Qz;ia%miﬁ was the patron sent of Indian Libers-
;Eam‘ in the aooepisd sense of the term. To
Gokhale and his followers John Moriey's “On
Cs}fmraméae“ provided 2 britliant sofution 1o the
Emﬁfan prablem which enabled “the wise conser-
va:ﬂw te accepl the small change, fest a8 worse
thing befali him and the wise innovator to ssize
?E’]é chance of 23  small improvement wh%i-e
ancessjﬁn@!v working in the dirsction of graat
opes.” Byl soon 2 change took oisce. Thw
change in the political assumptions 0;* Liberalism
was due 1o the new tempsr in politica! moughtg
%f"i 1526, Xeynes reflocted that Liberalism We}uic;
'?‘E&Vﬁ»i’ ;ga%n be a grsat party machine in the
way n which Conservatism and Labowr  are
great party machines”,
a "cariain  coolness

except for importing
: of temper”. The essencs
of ?i%m:al%sm tiss in the frank discussion of the
political problems of the day. Although @{ﬁihgé@
was styled as a ‘moderate’ politician, he 'i‘neld
the Welby Commission in 1897 that “a kind of
dwarfing or stunting of the Indian race is going
on under the presant system” resulting E;rz the
Inss of that moral elevation felt by Qvéry

self-governing  peopie The Britsh satrap  Sie
: Westland who was annoved by Sir
Prnerozshah Meohta's “lberasl volcs in the lmperial
Legislative Councit complained of the “new
spirit”” introduced into the Council, Coming to
our own time Mr, C, Balagopalachari has argued
that concepls bikse “socialistic paitern’” ang the
“socialistic S5tate’” have been sccepted withouw!
any knoewn public or grivate  discussions, owing
2 the “‘parrot culiure that has  ssized thz;-
mgntw” in a recent essay on the “Collanse of
Independsnt Thinking”. He has illusirated his
thesis with & swetement of Burke who somparad
the role  of responsible  oritics with  {hat
of the midnight fire-ball . In the wosds of
Burke “the fire-beil st midnight migh disturh
}/om slesp but it keeps vou from being burnaed
in your bed”. It is pessible 1o concluds, there-
fore, that the impact of Britizn Liberalism on
Indian thought resulted in 2 scale of walues,
Tﬁ;’hiﬁh in its infinite gradations can be ssen
in the entire spacirum, fram the “libaral” o the
_’“@}a:'tzamiﬁ;i“, from the “'gonservative” right fo
the ‘“secuiar’” lefi, )

Bmes
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DEVALUATION OF

By

INDIAN  POLITICS

¥. Kumarag Sskhar

we wers concerned  about the
Bul now we

Formerly,
devaiuation of the Indian Rupes.
seg the spaciale of the “devaluation of indian
politics’’, what with our leaders openty struggl-
ing to retain powsy 8ach far himself, They are
becoming the laughing stock of Indian citizens
by their unscrupuious antics, publicly criticising

each other fay ona thing o1 other,
till  when vesterday they were all  silent
on  these wvery issuss. Members of  ong

faction try to topple ministries run by the other.
Ex-ministers try io topple ruling chiefs ; those
in power try to keep at Lay those who aspire

ta stage a come back fo office. One wonders
how inose in office who had hitherto hardly any

sime of saefgy Lo spare even 10 visit thair
consituencies, should now find such  zest and
leisure to throw themseives heart and soul into
the infightings within their party. it iz obvious
that agministrative effeciency wauld suifer in
the process.

For gquite soms fime Mere Weie many amongst
as whao know that our politicians and poltics
were being “overvalued” for intrinsically they
ware of 2 lowsy value than thelr face valus,

5 gdevsluation’ was insvitable, imminent and
inescapable. The politicians undertock  the

devaluation now of their own gocord,  The
politician  in the present crisis has bheen exposad
as an “office seeker”, and patrigtism  has been
dicassociated from him. The behavious o our
politicians who seem 10 have lost sl sense of

of stiguette in the conduct of national affairs,
would certzinly speak il pf our stangards of

public behaviour. with the result that their value
has doubtless undergone a siesp fall in foreign
circles.  Otherwise why would some have the
cheek to speak in Britain, of the need 1o impose

~Bapeficient imperialism” on lndia. None of our
politicians sesm 10 a8 ithat the means they

adopt 1o solve immediaie issues should not in
the least tzrnish our image abroad. Al home
thay miaht stop to satisly the small man @ violats,
contracts to please him, threaten io pation.lize
this and that and everything witheut thyme or
veason, topple s ministry ihat doss not seem 1o

fall in line. But doss all this notreiflect on our
honour end prestige abroad”, which i1z a major
casuality in the process.

The Frontier Gandhi had in his recent speeches
pinpointed the one thing that has been the bans
of our country, namely the palpable craze for

office of our politicians. This indeed requires
unusual frankness and a great deal of courage
on his part. for i involves indicting the very

persons  whi  were piaying host to him and
providing him with all the facilitizs during his
prescnt nation-wide tours God has revesled io
hirn who his real hosts were, namely the Irdian
people to whom his real lovalsly must be.

That a man like Badshat Khan, who has come

from abroad, has diagniosed the iliz of our
countty in ihis fashicn, must redound to s
undeniable objectivity”. This is no complaint
of ~oynics at home’ of the disgruntied members

of the journaiist class It is clesr that the
image of owt politicians  has  been much 100

iarmished by their acts and ullersnces, which
we bhitherio regarded as mo.ivated pursly by
selfless patriotism. NMow we vaalize that whatever

szevifices  they make, it is impalied by an
irresistible desire to command the heights of our

astional scens, galn access o the peaks of power,
and hevae a say In the courss af our economy,
The urge (o dominaie fhe masses iz there in
gvery damagogus. ayy  the successful  ones
effectively screen it by a bairags of elogusnce.

and a series of acts of self denial, However it
is apparent oul paoliticians  are negleciling the

latter tricks of their trade, 10 their detitment.

Today, it i in vogue for the politiclans o
biame opposifion parties, for  the deteriorating
laws and order situation, from the gheraoes of
iabour 1o land seizurss and bank robberies
however they would he weli-gdvised {o estimaie
how mush their own ype-principled infights”
have contribuied o ihe rdemorslization’ of those
slements of society who hapng on the verge oOf
disaster, and have little else to steer them in
their lives, but the guide - lines iaid by ihe
behaviour of our public men, whom they take
for the “stars on the firmament’.

i h. May 15, 1570,




INDIANISATION OF THE MINOBITIES

The probiem of minorities has besn engaging
the atiteniion of our feadsrs since Gandhian
times, The majority community which in Iadia
is constituted by the Hindus, naturaily has
tmpressed its stamp on the cultural and social
pattern of the country. The minorities on  their
part, are sxpecied fo {ali in [ne with this main
stream of the country's life and at the sams
time emrich it by their own individual contribu-
tions. Most of the members of ths largest
minority community of Muslims in india have
undoubtedly done so, and despite the religious
zeal for word Islamic solidarity. they together
with the members of the majority community
hisve been rightly known in forsign countries as
‘Hindus'. The Hindu way of life is considered
by all western scholars  as  peculiarly  ladian.
the late Dr. Annie Besant went o the length of
gaving that # Hinduisin diss, then Indis wiil
ceasse to sxist,

But in the cass of the Muslims, the sense of
pride in their being once the rulers of the major
portion of indla, comes in their way of complais
ageeptance of the indian way of life, despite
thelr innate Indiannsss which cannot be hidden
from the view of impartial {orsign observers. [f
the Britishers had seitled in appreciable numbers
in India even airer they had ceased ro bs the
rulers of the country, their condition would have
besn much the seme as that of the Musiims.
Some sections of the Christian Cammusgity' gl
particularly  Anglo-indians have {for the sams
reasen, vet to lndianiss themselve by forgetting
the past glory of the Christizn imperialists like the
British, the French and the Portugese in India and
by reminding themseives that as Indians they
weie as much of slaves as the Hindus  even
during the heyday of the Christian rule,

This Is not to say that the Muslim, Christian
and Portugese and French regimes in India have
had no cotribution to make to the totality of
ndian Mational Culture  Foreign BMuslim Bulers
ke the Moghuls gave us art and architecture,

e8]

The Fortugese brought us their racial catholicism
angd the British and the French infused inio us
it spirit of modernism which was quite essential
to the Indian Culiure which was stagnating
under the influsnce of Hindu orthodoxy. But
it is equally true that the Indlan culture incoroo-
rated some points good and bad of forsign culiure
Inte s own pattern without losing its  soul
and soivit.

it is this soul and spirit underiving the
indian way of life that  constiiutes lndiznness,
With its many refigicus culls and sects, Hindu-
ism 15 more tolerent and liberal than  other
religions and the Hindu at times worships even ai
non Hindu  shrines a3 devoledly sz he would
do at bis owa,  Unity’ in diversity is the breath
of his life which is reflected not only iIn
seligious matiers but also in dress, manners,
customs and lsnguages. in ons word, as ons
foredign writer has righily said peace and 1olerance,
are the alpha and omega of Indian lifa.

It Christian and Muslim could imbibe this
spirit of sseking unity in diversity, they wouid
bacome truly indians and would have no ocoasion
o look 1o Pakistan or Western Mations for aid or
proteciion, They would therefore do well to shed
ott thely supsriority complex born of a conscious-
ness of the past imperial giory and freely live st
gzase with Indian surroundings and conditions.
Even if they could not look up io Rama and
Krishna for religious Inspiration as MHindus do,
they couid at feast look upon them as legendary
national heroes, as great at their community
herons  like Clive and Hastings, Akbar and
Aurangzeb. The Urdu speaking Muslims could
similarly trace with pride the origin ef their
fanguzge to Janskrit, the mother of all Northern
tadian Languages. instead of 1o ihe Pearsian,
They may aiss recall o their minds that the
‘Ehval” music devslopad by the Mushim musicians
had s direct inspirafion from the Bharathiva
Music,

What is required of the minarities who have
made Indiz thely home, Is to cultivate a sense of

respect for the culture, language, social habiis
and manners of the Hindus wheo  form the
majority of the popuistion and W%ih( Wh?m for
good o for evil, theirlot 1s casl. India ”wnh.h@r
sich diversities, aifords a good place of habftazw
ion 1o people belonging to gifferant religions
and faiths, provided they develop 2 seﬁngeumf
selonging to the indian nation and emphasise
i their daily e, the common yirtuss and sven
failings, they shars in abundence  with i%i§
majority communily rather than their poinis  of
divergence 3nd separalism,

This done, they will truly become Indians
and receive all the blessings and good things
of life in common with the Hindus, without
having to losse the right to freedom of mmcignm
and worship as Muslims and Chostians, The
Parsis in this respsct have commendably shiown
how & minority could retain ils own wnciividuality
and 2t the same time pariicipsie wholeheartedly

in the broad tie of ihe nation and be an
H 234 i L e &

aspel (o L

1 Indianisstion mesns this, then it should be
walcomed by sl citizens of indis urespeciive
af cisss or oreed 1o which they belong. Yhe
idea of Indianisation was very popuisi during the
stugole for freedom.  The Bwadeshi spirit was
bom of it The guesiion of the pro-Pakistani
spustims would not have arisen at all, if India had
remaines a united country as before, and i @
maior portion of the Mushms living in dndia had
not participated in Llahah's  movemsent
for Pakistan.

it is thersiore essential that apy spirit of
isolationism that stil! Hingers among the minorities
pe transformed  into  that of patriotisim, wiorihy
of the spns of the soll, so that the minorities
might consider themselves 1o be = part and
parcel of the Barathiya Community and nation.
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OWNERSHIP

&

Froadom is based on ownership. 1
possiitle for 8 peison to own land and machines
and buildings. §t is also possible for him o
have freedom of press, speech and religion. But
it it iz impossible for a person 10 buy and  sel!
lznd and other resources, then it s impossibis
tor him to have peasceful sccess to any =ffective
means of disagreeing with the decisions of hisz
government. Thus my confentiea is that, in ths
final  analysis, human freedom siands or falls
with the marksl ecaonomy of oprivate ownership
of the means of production and distribution.

it ig

True enough, freadom may be temporaiily
suppressed to soms considerable  extent by
various forms of censorship under & system of
private property but. at lsast, there is still
discussion about it (and even objsciion to i)
in the privately owned nawspapers.  in contrast,
my thesiz is that the issue of censorship

can’'t svan arise in a sociely in which ail the
means of production and distribution are ownead
in commoen by all the people. Thus, ““ownership”
15 the key i¢ any discussions of freedom.

For example, no one disputes tha fsct that a
slave is still not fres sven when hs is permitied
several legal “‘fresdoms ™  Ths  slave owns
aothing that he can use to protest—negither a
pinting press nor a pulplt nor s spesking
platiorm.  Everyone understands that the slave’s
owner 15 51l in charge, primarily becauss he
can deprive his slave of all material possessions.
But few psople appear to understand the similar
correiziton betwsen  freedom  of seligion in
general and the ownership of the chureh
buitdings.  Yet it should be obvious that if all
churches and seminaries are owned In common
thiough the government, fresdom of rsligion as
we know i1 in the United Seates {and in France
and similar couniries) cannot exist,

Troe enough, various “freedoms” in this area
may be permitted by the governmental owners,

AND FEEEDOM

By Gean Russel|

10

sometimes referred to as the “managers of the
neople’s property.” And of course, it is alwaays
possible for anyone to be s sscret beliaver. 8ot
freedom for a person to disagree completely
and openly with the religious beliefs of al!
other people —and 10 announce and esiablish a
new religion—Iis simply nat pessible in a soclety
where all rescurces are owned in common,
instead of by mdividuals or groups of individuals.
An entire wsation of  in common’®  owners
simply wiil not permit their leaders to  ailocate
scarce ‘food and housing”  resources to the
buliding of seminaries and churches for mis-
guided individusis who belive that the best
represeniation of God is a biack woman, or
ihat God is an omnipotent entity who directly
mterferes in the daily activities of persons wha
please or displsase him  And undsr a sysiem of
governmental  ownership  of  the mesns of
production and distribution, surely it is obvious
that there can be po seminaries and churches
for those strange people who  belisve that “in
common’ of goveinmenial ownership Is contrary
fo the igaching of a Supreme Bsing who
smphasizes individual responsibility, veluntary
association, and psrsonal sawvaticn.

CONDITIIMNGS  CONSISTENT

WITH FREEDOM
&r THE PRESS

it freedom of the press is to have any
substance, 4t must include the foilowing arrangs-
ment ;. Every person (if he is willing to pay a
modest price) has easy access 10 3 printing pisss.
and the government itself proiecis his right to
distribuie his written messages of total disagree-
ment with various governmeanial  policies  and
otficials. Surely, no one is {foolish encugh to
imagine that this * free press’™ arrangemant can
axist when ail of the printing machinery iz
owned in common by the peopls through  their
governmant,

8o ralional  person has  sver  ssriously

suggesied that Castro should promote an antl

Castro press i Cuba. Byt even #f he wers
willing to  tolerate the establishing ofa
privately owned “opposition  nswspaper o

Havana, there is simply no  mechanism 1o
nrocuve the needed factors of  production  and
distribution for & private company in a *‘command
eoonomy Lo, an economy that is operated by ihe
government for the benefit of all the people who
own evervihing in common.  Actustly, when one
iriee 1o imagine 2 mechanism or sysiem 10 perinit
the operation of 8 privately owned newspaper in
an egonomy of common {governmental) owner-
ship, he invarably visualizes some form of &
matkst sconpmy wherein individual owners deter-
mine what is to be printed end how it will be
diztributed. This, of course, supporis my thesis that
no freadom of the press is possibls in an economy
that iz owned by svervong and iz operated
by the government for the benefit of all

PRIVATE OWNERSHIP THE KEY

My theory is thet freedom of press, spesch,
and retigion are likely 1o flourish wharever the
means of production and distribution are ownad
by individuals and are operated for  profit
{Mpte that detraciors of the press n the United
States don’t deny thait the owner s printing
what he wanis o print, These objeciors merely
and why he doss 1), But in say nation where
all the means of production end distribution are
owned in common by the government, there is
no possible way for writers, speakers, ciergymen,
and people in general 1o express paacsfully and
publicly  their total  disagreement  with  the
governmenial “managars.”’

Tast this wdea emeiricaily by looking at the
nations  around  the world  with  “comemand’”
seonnmies of common ownership and the nations
with some recogrizable form of “market” economy
wherein the Pelmary  motivation for production
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iz the hope of profit. By “mers
necessary rstationship baiween the
scanomy of private ownership—and
piess, spesch, and religion—will
validatad.

itheory” of a
free market
freedom of
be  empirically

Daess censorship of privawly  owned news-
papers, .. in 3pam and South Africa, invalidale
my  thesis on ownershipg and freedom 7 Weil,
the mechanise  for dissent  (private’
pwnershind  still sxists in both aations.  And
thus dissent is at least possible—at a relatively
high c¢ost to the dissenter, of course. Even so
there is stitl an encoureging amount of nsws-
paper disagresment with govemmental policies
in Spain seuth Africa Bui, In contrast, in Russia
where newspapers are owined in common by all
of the people, the possibility of ediiorial dissent
dossn’t aven exist, Since the managers of the
peopla’s sconomy are slso the managers of the
people’s newspapers, ohvicusly they are not going
1 denounce themselves and thelr  political and
sonnomic decisions o thelr own press

peaceint

There should be nothing surprising about
that faci: the publisher of The Wew York Yimss
dpoesn’t  denounce himsslf in his  own ngws-
paper—any more than do  the publishers of
Pravda, i.e. the leaders of the Communist Party,
The private ownors of The Washington Fast are
tree tp advocsle the abolition of privale owner-
ship, if they wish to do so. it is lteratly
impossible, howsver, for the governmental owners
of bovestia to advocais thal newspapes be turmed
over to privete owneship in Russia: for there
simply 15 no way to implement such a procedure.
Mor does “whe's on top’” make any difference
Whatever for a8 long as the “Ccommon owner
ship” arrangement continues, the press must
necessarrily reflect the “in common” policies of
the nation. whatever they may be.

WHNERSHIP 1M COMMON SETS 51AGE FOR
FOLLUTIHON

Most people are usually impressed by their

empirical comparisons of fre edom of press,




speach, and religion in East and West Germany,
in Thina and Japan, snd in various other nations
a1l around the world. They can readily see that,
i practice and for whatever reasons, thers does
szem 1o be & posiive  relationshin  between
iresdom to dissent and the ownership of the
Fress, and so on.  And 3 few  will  finaily
acknowledge the fact that the owners of a
rewspapsr in any gounty—Hussia or the United
States—simply cannot make a decizion  and,
simultanaously, write an editorizl  denouncing
themselves and their decision.

Evan those few, however, are sill prons g
worry  about the f polution and slums  and
discrimination angd fraud and {alss advertising
that are caused by the free marker sconomy.”

Iy should be obyvious, howerver, that “poliu-
tion” is not peouliar o the free marke! economy
of privaie ownership. The same problem exisis
in A oommand  economy  of  Owasrship  in
commaoen @ i fact poliotion has now become an
excesdingly serious problem i indusirialized
Hussiz with s b hydro-dams angd  gigantic
viver diversions, mince  this issue of pollution
iz cisaily  and necestariy  an Vin common’
problem under any economic sysiem, it must be
solved through the in common”™ governmeni—
whether 11 be & digtatorship or a demooracy.
For asither the Governmenit-owned Tennesses
Yallay Authority nor the privately-owned Conseali-
dated Edison Compsny should be permitted o
continus pracil which destory the land and
poilute the 3

PROBLEMS 1N PARADISE

A5 oyt Uand religious discriminaiion, one
of the most viclous sxamples of 1t sxists in the
Soviet Unpinn. . am, of courses, referring to the
Jewish people” o Communist Bussia where the
synagogues, as well as the stes! mulls, are owned
in common by the people for the bensiit of aib
Unger a sysiem of ownership in commen, 1t s
usually even impcssible for a persos o leave
the countiy | Discominmidon agsinst races and
religions is oot in asoy senss 8 “Tree market
economy of private ownership of resouwrcss may
well be the anly arrangement that can possibly
accommodaie  these historical  and  smotional
issies in g workable mannes over & signiticant
pericd of time,

~ Slums and slum conditions exist, of oourse,
in Moscow and other communisi cliles around
the world, And sven in Sweden—whers thers
are noe slums in the odinary sense and where
the governmant has  assumed  abmost  total
responsibiiity for providing the people with places
1o {ive—1ihe acute housing shoriage s perhaps
the most controversiel jssue in the nation.
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“lny gommon” ownershio offers  ng  soislion
stability in prices, for any upward  gressurs on
prices would encroach upon privale  savings.

Who did not kaow this simple fagt?

Prospecis  of forsign aid are aiso  highly
uncerizin. o 1968.70, the first vear of ihe
Fourth Plan. cerual aid  suthorisations  iotalisd
barely Rs. €2 corores as  agsinst the nosds
totalling Fs. 828 crores assessed by the Ald
india Consortium. 1Y is rather doubtiul whathes

axternal  aszistance on the scale (Rs. 2,614
crores net) expected by the Planping Commission
wiil be foribooming.

The Fremch Example

The indicative Planning practised in France has
heen recommended by many axnsris ag providing a
compromise belween the sesmingly incompatible
requiremeants of an pverall direction of  the
economy and the scope. for individusl initiative

the words of M, Bloch-Lsive, the concept of
indicative Planning as praciised in Fronce is
“z gystem in which the re-preseniatives of
the sizte and the representatives of  business
and indusiry mee! in  an organised  manpar
to exchange inlormation, 1o compare  their

i

et
Blua-prints for the future and fo act fogeibes
both in taking decisions and in establishing point
of view on the infentions of the Government ™
As against this, in indis one noliges 8 growing
digtance batwesn the Governmeni and the busingss
community, 3 sort of class conilict which, of
iate, has assumed sericus proporiions. Perhaps
tha  first essential of  successiul  economic
planning in this gountry is an efiort o ssisblish
the necessary dizlogue and rupport bebween
the Government and the business community,
withoui which no economic planning can hape o
succaed. This was suggesied by no lgss a psrson
than by D, Rustom €. Cooper.

Conclusion

We have swallowsad fock, stock anag baresl cear-
tain socialistic doctrines. Wa have tned to Ht
into our democratic frame-work these soclalistic
concepis, giving them agresable phrases  like
~Sncialistic pattern of society,” “Social Contiol”
angt 50 on. M we are in an Sconomic Morass now,
it iz Decause of our doctrinaire econamic policies,
ard ithe soaonsy we realize it the better for us.
Development in our country  will have to be
fashioned to the fested neads of the peopie, 1ail-
ored 1o resouIcss available with the communily of
income earners and based on  the agrarian
acivalities of india if it i3 to be. meaningiul,
sensible  and  satislying.  Therefore, 8t us
b wise.

—pfysindia
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THE CONSTITUTION AND THE COMMON MAN.
By "

M, A, Palichivala

Ergedom is fragile and evanescent . man nas
Lpown so littie of 1T in his entire history. in
the last 8,423 years of recorded history, iess
than one per cent of men have jived under e
sule of law and civil libeety

Plaia rerduced politicel  sevolution to 2
sequence of monarchy, aristooracy democracy and
dictatorship @ and this has  been broadly the
pattern of history in the East as wall as the West
ihoughout the ages.

in india freedom s not more than one eleclion,
When ar attempt o uphold the vele of faw is called
a2 manifestation of “vested interests”. and when
samcity of 1he praservatiss i the Cosstituiion is
called the basdiwerk o ' 'reactionary fargas’’,
¢ should be cleay %o any thinking mind  <hat
frepdom s dn peril,

The lndian Constitution is primarity a Consiiiu-
tion sheped and moulded for the common man.
The essential purpose of the Constiivtion is
te ensure the frasdom of the individual and the
digpity of man and to put the basic human righis
above the reach of the State and of politicians in
power whose nezked juvenile chaites is coversd
with the figleaf of demegoegic clapirap.

i the memorabie words of justice jacksen., “the
mreat purposes of the Constitution do net depend on
the approva! e convenience al those thay Festrain,
The conviction underlving our Constitution is that
orotection of the citizen against all kinds of men
in public atfairs, non of whom can be trusied with
unlimited powsr over others, lies not in  their
fnrhearsnce hot in limitations on their power,
Therefors the Constitution bhas wissly impeossd
rastraints on the authoriy of all olfices and
insiiiuiions, the Prasident and the  Ministers,
Legisiziures and the Couris.

rule, the only paras-
india iz the para-

After the sad of British
mGuntcy which has survived in

mounicy of the Comstitetien. Our Constitution
speaks the same language in stormy days as it
does in moments of {air weather. Any tallk of
convening a Constiiuent Assembly or amending
the Cpustiitlution 1o abridge iitherty, is only
tamtamount 1o a confession of personal unfitness

what one supreme Court judge aptly
sgur sublime Constitution’.

o work,
calied.

The seal danger which India. faces todey is net
from the Aulers whe were vecently de-recogrised
antl judicially re-recognised and who vule  aothing
znd nobady butl from the men who thirst and husges
for the powsr to sule and whom Mideven fijilas
called “The Bew Class™.

Thars is and nead be no confrontation betwesn
the Executive and the judiclary The judiciary is
merely the guardian and cusiodian of the Consti-
jutlon, and every thme i1 protects the infegrity
of the Constitustion, it vindigates the fresdom
ot the common man.

The sssence of BGelak #Hath's case was that
men slected to Parliament for a five-vear Torm
wiil not be allowed to abridge the basic human
rights and the living principles of ths rule of
law, which are 1ermed the - Fundamental Rights'"

The gist of the judgement in the Baak Matignali-
sation case was that no citizen can be deprived
of his property without payment of what would
he “compensation’” in the eye of the law. Al
Jamindari and agraden seform laws are  already
exempted by our Constitution from the operarion
of this rale, The effect of ihe judgment in the
gank case was that hundreds of ihousands of
common men, many of whom have put their
life’s savings in shares of other assels, will pot be
deprived of the iruiis of their lifstime’s labour
without & just eguivalent even when the Goven-




mant pursuss a poeiloy of nationalisstion or other

form of 19th Century sociatism,

The significance of the Supreme Court in ths
Frivy Purse case is not so much for the Ruler
as for the ranker. The basic isswes invelwed in
the rpase ware nst cencemsd with Privioges asd
Privy Farses—with the booming of saiuvis gons or
the tslling of owr devaluwed cureency, the basic issaes
centred sound the ssastity of the Lenstitution and
mithe  merpliry. Counid  the
silencad and itz mandate szorificed at the alter
of political expediency 7 could
be stonped by exoculive action, the most unsals
investment in the world would be the securities
af the Indian Government. The funds of charitiss
and trusts for widows and orphans, and provident
funds of millions of workers, are invested In
Doverniment securities. If Privy Purses could be
repudiated, so van the Government’s obligation to
pay the principal and interest in respact of Govern-
ment securities, because the Constitution has
ussd same Words in guarantesing
Privy Pursss as jor guarantesing ths Gevernment's
ohiigation in respsct of securitiss.  What was at
stake was oaothing than the nation's hosour
sad itz repwiaten for Haanciel integrity in the syes
af the werld

Construction  be

it Privy Furses

axactly tha

inss

Such iz tha grave wperil facing the fteedom
of the comman man even in  wellregulatsd

demaocracies, that Lord Justice Sabmon, delivering
ine Haldans rial Lecture i the London
Wniversity on  2rd December, 1870, advocated
the snactment of a modern Biii of Bights {which

Mamory

wouid correspond 1o our Chapier on Fundamental
Rights) tc establish and preserve basic freedoms

HMe envisaged the possibliity of the
the BMonolithic Biate taking
vears later, which would

s England.
tendsncy  towards
the form of & law,
make it a oriminal offence to  oriticise the
Government in powey, 1 such g law wers pass-
ad. the judges would have no alternative othey than
10 enforce it or resign, uniess there was s Bill of
Rights which couid guaranies the basis libertiss
of ihe coitizen. 1 thls is the danger facing
comparatively safe and secure democracies, ons
desperate nagessity of defending
sanctity  snd

350 oullion

ansiises  ihe
preserving and fighting for th
intearity of the indian Constitution.
out of our population of 550 million are illiterais,
and ihe foremost duty of those who e blassed
with the bsnefits of education i3 o ensuig
ihat the majority of our people who arg not even
aware of their fundamental vighis are not deprived
of them thwough the guile of power-grasping
politicians,

in the same Haldane Memorial Lecturs, Lord
Justice Salmon further observed that lLibariy was
shypatensd both by the unnecessary and increasing
aumber of restrictons on what g citizen could
do, and by zmingiz minohty showing 8 tendency
towards snparchy, which was the desth of
fraedom ;1 and he further added that Judges wers
the izst bulwark of individual libsrty. The pith
and substance of owr Constitution is o prevent such
sacroachments op the froedom of the individusi sad

tn swsure that the Judiciary sha!l always be, in the

words of Baiaji, ‘an imprognable  boelwark for
safepuwarding  jusiice and  demscrasy  sgainst

anthoritarianism’™  The Constituiien provides fes
siakility withsat stagnatien, asd change witheul
destruction of huwman valuss.

@ ). 1, February 15, 1971,
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LABOUR DES

By J. M.

The focus these days is so completely on
lections, that few pezople restise the dongers

of the sconemic wvolecano on which we aie

stesping. Some portent of this emerges in the
spesch of Hamkrishna Bajaj, belore the Hajasthan
Charsher of Commerca, and  of  Profassor
Lakdavalz, Deputy  Chairman of the Planaing
Commission,  while  delivering  the  Shrimm

Mamarial Lectures in Delbi, The latier summed

erisis as one of continued

caused largely by

present
negative  indushial growth
cublic sector failures in coal, powsr and stoe!’,

up  the

¢ have gone one step further and found

be oo
that aven the areas of fallure in cosl power and
steel are all due ip one common czuse, that of
Mr. Baiaj did ideniify this facior
voted # considerable part of his
1n some constuctive measures for the
or even the reduction of

speach

aragioa-

3

Bt isast as reporied, he did not uss the
6C0a

sion for the faciual iHustrations or statistics
ihat kit the eye more than a wellrezssoned  but
draly argument,

Jdust the gleaaings from onewseek's 1

pan provide such a drametic example of unioaized

labouy  which  has  gone berserk, creating the

kind ot situation  envisaged by Ayn Hand ip
s itlas shroggsd”, when the world  fisstf s
peralysed  as  wndisciplined wnicns brng the
whasis of industty 1o a giinding batt. That this

is no exasggeration can be szen in the exsimples
aqusied herg.

in Bombay, ths whole city is literally starving
for Bread, because 200 sinking workmen staging
& sivin-sirike sioppad  produciion by
Walleca Flour Milis, from which 807, of Bombay's

have

LT eI

day {15-12-78) the Econamic TVimes raporis
planes may be grounded, and cae and
buses foresd off the road, because there i3 no

that

FTROYS

ey

£

INDUSTRY

i.obo Prabbu

solution in sight 1o a3 stiks by ihe i-

-

unloading parsonns! on Bupchsr isiand Th
upshot is that many forelgn vessels are st
upsiream and thoss already Derthed, stranded
there, with dsmurrags payable in foreign excha-
nothing of the axchange
aiready spent by government 1o maks on-the-
gpot purchases of cruds at very high prices. A

Easd
&5

simitar sirike is renoried in Calcutia.

In U1, P sl
to wark afier
B, Wi

zove have gone back

supnly st
n agrieyliurisis sufering from
weve hopsd

Py e

pritical

fallure of the o
1 its worst et

o siave oOff
currant

steady supply of
Wiihat is worss, ot only has govemnment fakes
ions, but it has

them back without any pre
their old positiong the faw

gven revaried 1o
foyal enginesrs t the Sizte's power

who kep
H while thel

o
o
e
A

principled  colleaguss  blackmailed the

people and the sconomy.

igns

wiithin ths

thair  demar gre noi met
days, bBank officers, ihe highest-paid of atl
heve theatensd irddefinite sirike from

26th. of homos opuld be

Bt thess ars sulficient 1o prove the

WOIRSrs

Decsmber The lisy

&

point that whother it Is o the powergeneration
or athsr indusiriss, iabour is the principa! causs
debacle. The resulis unioriunatzly are
nnt contined io the indusitry concsrmad, noy are

they wiped cut i and  when the strikesnds.  in

a modem  ingdusirial  economy,  po  indusiry
in isolation and which the industrys

i= a besic ons like stesl, cement, DOWSY-GENSTE-
tign of fransporiation a sirike i
specirum of & disastious chain of conssguential
o

CHg  Mgans g

eftects in related sootors. Mo delives

crude, for insiznce, mean no fsarilisers

farmer no medicines for the sick; a0 movameant




of vital supplies—ihe chain is end less, Similarly,
when the strike ends {generally by ad hae
concession at a later stage of demands resisted
at great cost. earlier) the cost of the sirike, of
ine concessions granted. and the scarcity wvalus
of distupted suppiies sif 1ake their toll in higher
prices from the helpless consumer,

No government since independence has ever
dealt with labour in a raticna! mannsr, sach
government conceding all that was demanded
first, because unionised labour though small,
is a highly articuiate presence, second, because
to side labour is a politically profitable stance,
even though favours 1o one ssction are uniair
io the vastily larger number in the villages who
have neither job security nor minimum wages,
nor the fringe benefits availsble to the poorest
milt worker in town, whao is by comparison an
aristcorat of the labour force. There was
during the Emergency. a brief spell of industrial
peace which was its single most positive gain . .
This was immediately reversed when George
Fernandes began to play the Trade Unionist
within ths government, ghving a field day faor
all agitators to hold the sconomy Io ransom
even on the most unreasonable demands, ang
in open defiznce of the law.

Banning of strikes-a feature of the Sogialist
democracies we admire-has nowhers found a place
in the manifestoes of political parties, though
"OC measure was moie necessary for the peace
and progress of the country. Failing that, there
should have been a commitiment, that whanever
a dispule arises, it will be referred to acjudica-
tion, so that the State then has the option to
tigat an illegal sirike as a simpls law and order

problem, capabie of being dealt with, under the
law. MNor has any Party mapped out a strategy
for handling labour, though this is the need of
the hour. It is necessary that in a firm, factory
of an industry taken as whols, not moare than
ofe union is recongnished, and this also, on the
basis of majority membsrship as the existence
of many units means that a settiement arrived
al by one union may be foiled by demands from
another union, zach of tham competing in being
unreasonable.  Often, o6, most workers given
tha chance io express themselves would not
resort to stitke, which is thrust on them whether
they like it or not. The decision whether or not
to strike shouid be taken by secret ballot. Workers
indulging in illsgal strike shouid never on ANY
account be reinstated, but forthwith replaced by
substitutes from the vast army of the unempioved,
or. ¥ speciai skills are required, by requisitioning
the services of retived persons fas in Banks) or
by the armed forces {for running the trains) as
the case mav be. Above all, every effort should
bs made 1o extend the principie of productivity
bonus, in respect of whish the Railway under
Mri. T, A. Pai has made a bold begining. W work
inads, especially those for technical jobs can be
defined precisely, it would bs galutary if the
principle of productivity is extended to wages,
as well.

Without such a startegy, and the politicai
will to implement i, our whele indusirial
infrastiucture built up at such cost, may. like
the fairy castles envisaged by Prospere in
“The Tempest”, dissolve, fade away, and leave
ot a wrack behind.

—NSHEHT
I L. January 1980,
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M. N, ROY AND INDIAN SECULARISM

By

G, D Parikh

WHILE the concept of *Indian” seculansm may be
yague and nsbulous, it is generaily clalmed that
it kas a predominantiy political meaning ; on the
attainmeant of independence, the Siate  which
emergad in India is a secular State. The general
agreement which this claim sesms tc evoke is
mostly formal,  for different groups and partiss
understand and interpret the term i different
ways, We thus remain as divided among our-
sgives as aver,

The differences shouid be distinguished from
thoss thai may sometimes be found ameng the
secularists themselves, for secularism does not
demand conformity 1o any political coreed or
commitment to any political institution ;. they
are ditferences about ths meaning of secuiarism
itself. The vagueness that has grown around the
concept and ths different meanings atiributed
to it arz mosily a result of its political connotartion.
Az M. N, Bov clearly indicated, the dividing ling
betwesn the sscular and non-sscular srate is
seldom sharp or well-defined in our timss.

Theocracy s rule of the prissthood. A Siate,
on the other hand, is sscular when it is not
arganically associated with a particular religion
which relation persisted through centuriss aven
after political power was wrested fom  the
Priesteraft, Dethronement of the priest or the
monk does not by iself mean a secular State.
His enthonement on the other hand is no longer
a practical proposition. This is obvious for the
simple reason that religion can no fonger provide
answers 1o the manifold problems of life and
conduct which it sseks to regulate. Tha solytions
to the numerous compisx problems of our sociaj
existence must be sought or devised in the lighi
of sscular forces and secular tesis,

The widely prevalent belife among us that a
secular State can be established or built up in
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a nor-secular scciety is in no ssnse a belifs
arising naturally from the conditfions abtaining
in the country, It was a product of an accidental
combination of kistoricsl conditions and it spread
rapidly largely because of the encrmous prestigs
enjoyed by the nationalist leaders, particularly
by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 1t came 1o be
accepted as a matter of expadisncy  in ihe
immediate background of “bruta! a~d barbarous
contlicts that raged all over the counoy during
the pericd of ftransiticn from snes  rule to
anothier”. The Hindu-Muslim conflicts in the
taie fortiss were no longer mere  communal
confiicis or those between two religious grouns:
they were the outcome of the chalienge of the
two-nation iheory which sought 1o identify
‘nation” with a religious group Iadian nsiianal -
ism could only distinguish itseil in the face of
that challangs by ciaiming to be sll-inclusive,
i represent a force which transcended the
limits of any particular religious group. The
termy ‘seculat’ came o the used for deseribing
that distinction.  As bz chalenge of the two-
nation theory became more and more formidabls,
the national movemen! decried the Influence of
religicn in politics and got muos and more
wedded o this concapt. But its difficulties in
gonisining thae mutuslly hostile reactions of ths
Hindus and the Muslims, prod.ced by  the
intransigsnce of esch other. went on continually
increasing during that pericd.

Advocates of secularism, being most of them
religious-minded, naturally scught to confine its
meaning to the politicst sphere and 1o interprat
it W oa mannsr as would kesp clear of the
refigious suscaptibilities of the people. A sscuiar
Btate it was urged, is a State, netural o differant
eeligiocus; it is tolerant and treais ail religions
alike; if guarantess the fullest religicus freedom
and does not interfere with any religion. This |
believe remains o  he the interpreiation
prevaleni today.




One conssquence of this position was  that
secularism  came 1o mesn not 56 mech an
indilference to religion as a greater regard  for
and sensitiveness 1o the religious susceptibilities,
especiaaly  of the minorities. An sgusal troat-
ment o all could essily and naturally be
interpreted 1o mean a greater care of the Weak.
Personal Low of the Hindus and the Musiims
15 3 case in point. This attitude sopiled the
mincrities by an under pampering and  annovead
the majority through negiect sometimze sven of
its legitimate claims. Thus in a cultura! climaie
dominated by religion, what cams 1o Grovy  was
& skepticism about secularizm as a steady under
current  along  with  its  apparent
acoepiancsa,

universa!

Sezulerism 22 an attribute of the new State
appeared to hs

koe

essentialiy  modern  and  in
Ing with the spirit of the times.
atr of fzgitimacy to the new regime, placing
Fakistan at the same time in an unfascurable
light as 2 religious State. The prevalent religious
atmosphere, on the other hend led 1o 8 defini-
tion of this legitimising attribuie which was
ef&:sssmiaiiy seli-stuliifving, Wt only encour-got
more and more  wedded to this concept. Buoi
s difficulties in containing the mulualiy hostile
reat wvas esusntally  self-swuitifying it

it lant an

oniy
encouraged fhe non-secular, and sven the 8ﬂii;
secular, forces to grow; the sscular Stats, in so
tar as its secular character  was
remnined weak and insfiective

concerned,
The continuing
Challenge of the antisecular forces need ot
TAUBE ANV BUTPFise.

iz persistent nature flows

directly from the fact that an overwhalming
majority  of the rulars and those in opposition
de oot emotionally  accept  the ides of a

secutar Siate,

Arguing in this background, M. M. Roy main-
ned that even the regime in a couniry which
15 10 be the homeland of 2 group profess-
Wiy & particular religion does sot therehy becoms
a theocratic o7 a religivus Siate. The issue
between a religious and a secular Siate is now
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an antiguated issus. A Biates in our times

ve 1o move in the direction of secuiarism
The inadequacies of religion in dealing with the
oroblems of the modern world are now generally
acknowledged and the universal pravalence of
the trend. towards secularisation is recongnisad.
HBut this by itseif can hardly be regarded as
satisfactory. As Professor Smith poinis  out:
“The forms of westernisation and modermisation
at work In India are ail on the side of the
Secular State.  Industrialisation, urbanisation
and the break wp of the joint family system
grestly increased literacy and  opporiunitiss for
higher education all tend to promote the
gensral secularization of both pubhic and private
fifa. The indifierence to  religion  which
characterises the contemporary western outlook
has already made a powerful impact on certain
sactions of indian soci-ty. and the process is a
continuing one.  whether good or bad in terms
of the individual, this process tends to strengthan
the secular State.”

It was its neutrality to values which made
Roy subject the concsept of sscular State to o
furthier scrutiny.  There was pothing very special
about being a2 secular State, for sl States
Roy was not peepared
to concede that a secular State was in iiself
To determine its desivability, a further
guestion had to be raised . ~What type of
secular State will it be ; that is the real issus

wera tending to be s9.

desirable.

Will it be demogratic,  socisiist,  toialitarian,
corporative, so on and  so  fosth 7 Hitler's
Mational Socialist State was secular: so  was

Musselini’s Corporative Stata and proletarian
dictatorship is also a typs of secular Siate.
Therefore, all this emphasis on secular siaie is
pointiess.” It is obvious that Bovy was not
arguing against the secular Siate as such, He
those who sought o claim a
special virtua for it in _terms of freedom and
DrOgress.

was coriveal of

it may be that the sacular Siate in the Wast
signified a ssparation of the Church and the
State. This was the result of the fact that
Christianity is an organised religion and does not

soek 1o regulate the whole of man's lile and
conduct, Again, culivval hfe in the West had
developed to 3 lsve! at which eleavage between
the [hurch znd the Staie made the separation
of their jurisdictions almost a formality. There
are naverthezless cases in which such separation
has 0ot iaken place : the State in such casss
remaing associzted with & particular religion and
is w'ill marked by a secular approach in most
ot its activities. Roy therefore conciudes that
the fact of separation of the Church and the
Stale is not so impertent as the development
af the Cultural levael of the people.

in the absence of such cultural development
a secular State cannot be- established or built
The main difficuity in its way consisied in the
ignorance, the superstitions and the geénsral
cultural backwardness of the peopla. The efiects
of these had become ocbvious soon after the
attainment of independence. The Constitution
of the Indian Republic, i1 is true, created by
and large a secular political organisation,
alihough there were certsin anomslies. It could
be hoped that these would disappesar in course
of time as the Constitution bsgins tc operate.
Actual experience of its working, however,
proved otherwise. Based on adult franchise,
the new political structure led all parties to
pay homage (o the prevalent reiigious supersti-
fions in theli anxiety to win over ihe support
of the people. 8oy criticised the participation
in religicus ceremonies by the Head of the
State, Minisigrs of Government and ofiicers,
and pointed owut  that  thes  ‘demonstrative
religiousity” displaysd through them was aquile
different from the private religicus practices of
the rulers, for exampls, in g country like the
United States. He also noted that secularism
does not provide any guaraniee against  the
gompetition for political leadsrship degenerating
inte a scrambie for powsr, That caste has bsen
a powserful facter n elsctions s well known .
voiing has alsg been in many cases on religious
communal lines ; religious appssal has been used
significantly to manipulaie the ignorant masses.
Thus the prejudices and supersiltions of the
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people, insiead of being weakenad, wers actuatly
gatting reinforced, thanks 1o the
and methods adopted by all for mobilising
electoral suppori.  Roy maintained that the
ruling patly which asserted the secular charactsr
of the State carried a  major responsibility
in this respeci.

techniques

This was in Mo sense a case of a passing
aherration.  Boy was aware of the overall trend
iowards secularisation. But he also knew that
be itsell that was insufficient for ensuring the
freedom of the individual. The Constituiion
may be a seculsr document what Roy was
about, however, was ths actual
politicai practice which was hardly conducive
ta the growth of dsmocracy.  Given the
simosphere of cultural backwardness and blind
faith, Roy argued. * A state may be constitu-
tionatly secuiar, but actuaily it is more likely
to be auvthoritarian than democratic. in that
atmosphere, a virtusl dictsiorship can  be
established behind the facade of democracy. .,
in this satmosphere, democracy i Dound 1o
and whatever may bs ths
government o be
authoritarian

congerned

be demagogy
writlen constitution, the
suthoratic. A psople with  an
mentality, with the tradition of an suthoritarian
culture, is willing 1o scoept an authoritarian
Btate, Religious mentality, the socalled spinitualist
culture, s authoritarian because s cornerstons
is faith in tha absolfute power and will of a
Providence Willing submission 1o a iemporal
averlord {or dictatorial State} is a8 psychological
derivative of the faith in Providencs”

oy holds the view that the sscular State
must and can be a moral State, and o be so
it has io be demacratic not marely in 2 formai
sense hut substantially as the pelitical organisa-
tion of a democratic society. One has thereforg
the formal provisions ip ine
Constitution 1o the actus! political practics.
The -ugly realities’ jevealed by the latier
necessitate efforts to build the requisite cultural
guaranizes through the activities of iree, rational
and moral men. t is hardlv nscessary that
every citizen should bes sscular in outlook or

to look bavond




shwould subsoribe o ‘s restated view of matsria-
fisen” © what matisrs i whaether  the oversl]
cyliural atmosphere i3 conductive to the growth
of secularisim, Roy Stated that the secular State
must afford its citizen not *‘the freedom 1o
choose from among various religious doctrines
but the freedem of the human spifit from the
tyranny of them.” Secularism is not a political
institution, it is a cultural stmosphers which
will render  religious regulation of iifs and
zonduct both irrelovant and impractical. {1 is
enly then that it can be replaced by a rational
demacratic regulation consistent with modem
cultural values.

A secular Siate is possible only a3 a part of
a secular society., Seculadsm in culture is the
precondition of a sscular golity. Roy thersfors
pointed put that “what is necessary is not facile
professions of ssculsrism but 3 movement for
the popularisation of modern cultural values,
The process of secularisation, assuming that it

is desired by the Sovernmeni, canngt b Dromo-
ted by isgisiation or executive orders, Buil men
at the helm ef affairs could help, if they did not
willingly swim with the contrary current, as they
de as a rule.”

#. M. Boy thus mainiaing that the pre-condi.
tions of a secular State de not sxdist in india.
The talk of a secular State leads us, therefars,
to a2ccept a8 sitwation in which meny of us
privately pursue somsthing we publicly deny,
While claiming. to owes allegiance to secularism,
ithe politicians in thisr anxisty to manipulats
public support invariably promote the growlh of
anti-gecular forces, The state can be sscular
only in a secular society. Foy recognisss the
general trend in favour g P of seoylarism,
cautions that a secular State in itssif is not a
moral State, but maintains that it should and it
can be moral. in order fo build if, it is essential
to popularise modern demooratic cultura! values,

—Radical Humanist

L L. 15, Dec. 1887
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THE LANGUAGE TRIANGLE

By P. KGDANDA RAO

it is but natural that students all over Indiz
shouid be dzeply concsmed about the official
languages of the Ceawal and Provincial Govern-
menis and of the media in educations! institutions,
asz it affects them most  In spite of the aimost
irresistible provocation offered by the violence
of some Hindi students and peliticians in the
Hingi  areas, which aven lsd  the gentle
#ir. M G Ranga 1o warmn in Parliament that
viglance might not long remain a one way pheno-
menon, the students in the non-Hindi areas have
with rare exceplions and with commendable
restraint  refrained from  violent retalistion in
giving vent to thelr opposition to Hindi and
other preference for English. The current viclence
by the Hindi friends hurts mostly the innocent
people and inanimate properiy who  ars neither
the cause hor the cure for  their grisvances,
injured people and damaged property have not
only to suspend their economic service 1o the
people but also involve extra expenditurg to trest
the injured people in hospitals and io repair
the damaeged property, mostly at the expsanse
of the tax-payers most of whom are desperately
poor. Such vigience is most inhuman and wanien.
et the non-Hindi studants set a Detler example,
which might possitly shame Hindi violence

Disapproval of, and even resentment against,
unwelcome politics  like  the denigration  of
English and its replacemenis by Hindi or the
regional languages can be demonstrated by ihe
sdoption of non  viclent non-co-opsration
endarsed by Mahatma Gandhi, which is peaceful,
dignified and not less effective if widely
supported. Forinstance, studenis, who disapprove
compuisory Hindi or regional languages as meadia
may abstain from the particutar classes and
sxaminations. They may even absiain  {from
iiniversitv Convocations and seek  their degress
in zbsentia.

For their part, the suthorities should not
ignore the wishes of the studenis and their
parents in favour of English, and enforce Hindi
and the regional languagss, simply because of
their peaceful and constitutional expression.
it is pretty cobvious that most studenis and
parents in nen-Hindi areas and even in Hindi
areas prefer English,  Ianumerable  eminent
individuals as well as professional organizations
have demanded continuation of English and
opposition to Hindi and the regional languages.
For instance, the previous Congress Govermment
in Madras zought by the ofier of a variety of
inducements, 1o divert students from the English
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to the Tamil medium in Colleges. but had to
abandon the project W was reliably  reported
that only three out of three thousand recent
applicants for admission 10 the Madras Christian
Coliege opted for Tamil, whils the rest cpted
for English.  Polis faken by the Bangalore
Uriversity and the Manipal Academy disclosed
that the overwhslming majority of students opted
tor English. Ths latest and most influehitial
instance was the Convention held in Madras
in Movember last which demanded English as

the medium in colleges for all subjects

There iz a similar demand for English in the
high schoois and even primary schools. it is,
howsevar, being denied by politicians in Govern-
menis. For instance, ths Mysore Governmant
prohibits most schools from having more than

one sectton for the English medium. Given the
choice, most students would opt for English
medium a3 was admitted by Mr. 8. B, Kanthi,

when he was Minister of Education in Mysore.
The head of a high schogl in Mysore asked the
perents of his studenis to indicate their preter-
ence fegarding the medium, and ihe almost
unanimous response was for English. I the
Govemment of Iadia =sgged on by the Hindi
zealots, are forcing Hindi, the authorities in the
States are forcing the regional languages and
Hindi on unwilling studenis,

Most non-Hindi studenis know, or should
know, that they can never stiain equal compe-
tence In Hindl with Hindi studenis, even as

Hindi students can naver atlain egual compelerce
in a non-Hindi language, say. Kznnada or Tamil.
They also know or should kaow, that Hindi
endows the Hindl studenis with an unmearited
advantage if Hindi is made the official language
of the Government of India. Their support for
Hindi is not motivated by concern inr national
integration, but extreme and unashamed seifish-
ness to caplure power at the Centre and ford it
over the non-Hindi people of India! liis a
dreadful prospect for non-Hindi psopls.

studenis know,
languages, of

Both Hindi and non-Hindi
or should know, that regional
which Hingi is one will seversly limbt thsir
opportunities for modern and useful knowledge
and worthwhile employvment, while English will
maximisg both.

L L. 15-1-1968




HINDI AND THE CONSTITUTION

By p, Kodarwda Rao

Ma. ©. Basjagopalachari lamented that the
1955 was a “mouraful new year for the South.”
The Dravida Munetra Kazhagam cursed January
26 as the “’day of mourning” becauss on that
gay Hindi replaced English as the official
janguage of the Government of india according
1 the terms of the Constitution.

On the other hand, the champions of Hindi
hail the soccasion as the day of dsliverance
from English. _And they invoke the indian
Constitution.  which unlike 1the American
Constitution--which it follows in some other
respects—provided for an official language for
the Government of india, and named Hindi for
it. Tray claim for the Indian Censtitthion. and
ior Hindi for an integral part of it the high
moral sanctity and legal finatity accorded to
ihe American Constitution by the Armericans.,

Byt the comparison is not on all fours.
The indian Censtitution has no doubt, the same
legal authornty as the American, but it has mot
the same ° moral sancity” because of several
majoi difterences in gvoiution., For one thing,
the American Constitutional Convention, which
was calied intc existence by ihe American
people after they had, by their uniiaierai action,
declared indepengence. ©On the other hand,
the tndian Constitution was enaciad by the
indian Constituent Assembiy. of Consembly for
short, which created by the sriish Government
pefore it conceded Domi.lon sisius o india.

Unlike its Amesrican counisrpari, the Indian
Consembly was based on communal eleciorates
and was conducted on party lines and acied
voth as & body to enact the Constiwtion and
as Parliament 1o enact laws, The indian
National Congress acied as a political party
with a majority in the Consambly, met separatejy
and privately, took decisions, inveked party
discipline, and sscured the enactment of its
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decisions, As a conssqusnce, the Consembiy
was more a legislaturs than a Conssmbly. These,
among other deviations and departures from
the proprieties. denied to the indian Consembly
and the indian Constitution the moral authority
which  their American counterparts  rightly
command,

CASTING VOTE

The moral sanction for Hindi is very much
fess than for the Constitution. Al the critical
mesiing of the Congress party, Hindi secured a
majority of one voie 81 a second ballott  And
that was the casting vote of the chairman, who
in violation of all propristies and well-gstablistied
conventions, gave it in favour of “Change’ 10
Hindi instead of the status quoante, that was

English. The proceedings  of the mestings
of the party were private and have not been
published. But Dr. B, R. Ambedkar, then

the chairman of the Drafting Commitiee of the
Consembly, had access to the private meetings.
in his book, Throughts On Linguistic Siates.
he said :

‘There was no article which proved more
controversial than Article 115 which deal with
the (Hindi) question. No article  produced
more opposition. No article more heat. After
prolonged discussion : when the quesiion was
put, the vote was 77 against 77. The tig could
not be resolved. After a long time, the guastion
was put to the mseting once more, the result
was 77 against 78 for Hindi. Hindi won its
Place as a national language by one vots.”

BITTER CONFLICT

The sharp differences of opinion wers vgicad
in the open meetings of the Consambly almost
from its  beginning. Soms members  like
Seth Govind Das insisted that Hindi should
first be declared as the “nationzl” language
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of India, apd that the Constitution should be
draftad, discussed and passed in that language,
As thers was stiong opposition 1o i1, discussion
an the official language was postponed il
september 12, 1943, the fag end of the
Consembly, in the hope of securing an  agresd
sslution. |n the meanwhile the draft Constitu-
tion in English was discussed snd passed,

The articie to adopt Hindi as the official
tanguage of the Union was moved by
#e. M. Gopalaswami iyengarl. The fact that he
was from Madras has been exploited to  assert
that non-Hindi members welcomed Hindi, i
this had bsen the case, there waotild not have
been the prolonged and bitter conflict in the
Congress party itself, and thers should have
heen No occassion 1o vote on it Mr. Gopalaswami
lyengar's speech in proposing Hindi as ths
official language was not that of an enthusiastic
supporter, as it would have been the case if
Seth Govind Das had moved it

Said Mr lvengar: | for one did not easily
reach the conclusion that was amrived at the end
of the discussion because it involved our bidding
goodye to a language on which, 1 think, we
built and achieved our freedom. Through !
accepted the conclusion at and that the language
should be given up in due course and in its
place we shouid substitute a language of this
country, it wes not without a pang that | agresd
1o this decision,”

As chairman of the Draftiing Commitiee,
Dr. Ambedkar should have moved the proposi-
rion.  In pressurising Mr, iyengar io do so, the
Hindi champions resorted to an asiute diplomatic
manocuvre or a mean and cruel irick. But heir
success was mared by the public confession
of Mr. lyengar of his real festings and his
afforis 1o salvage English for as
as possible,

iong

The speeches of Mr. T. A, Hamalingam
Chettiar and other non-Hindi members  wers
mare bitterly against Hindi than friendly to it
They iesented the chauvinism of the Hindi
champions so much so that v, PMehre was
driven to admenish the latiet, He said : In some
of the speeches | have listened 1o here and
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sisewhers, there is very much a3 tone  of

suthoritarianism, very much a tone of Hindi-
speaking areas being the centre of things in India.
the centre of gravity, and others just the fringes
of India. This is not only an incorrect approach,
But it is a dangerous one.

HOPES DASHED

Those who reluctantly acguissced in Hindi
as the official language sought comfort in the
constitutional provision  that English should
continue for 15 vyears after the Consiitution
was passed, which would give them opportuni-
ties for reconsideration of the decision without
precipitating an insuperable deadlack immediately.
They also hoped that, since the Congress itself
was pretty squatly divided on the issue, ths
Congress Government of india would not take,
advantage of the proviso that Hindi might also
be used during the first 15 years of the Consti-
tution, But theit hopes wefe dashed. The
Government of indis started pushing Hindi
aimost immediately and steadily and relentlessiy.

Under power given by the Constitution,
Parliament passed an Agt In 1963 permitting
the use also of English for another ien years,
after which a parliamentary commission would
decide its future,

Speaking in the Consembly on MNovember 5,
1948, Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari, who is now the
Unioa Finance Minister, said that the English
lapguage was no iongsr hated in Sowth india,
that he refused to be compelled 1o isarn Hindi
to participate in parliament, and that he would
not willingly iearn Hindi because of the
constraint put on him., To this day he has not
spoken in Hindi in Parliament. He warnad that
“Hindi imperialism’ would mean the “enslave-
ment” of the non-Hindi people, and poinied to
the movement in South India for separation
pecause of Hindi imperialism.” He ended by
saying that it was for the Hindi champicns e
dacide whether India would femnain as a single
gnit, or suffer partition. “[f we are laft out,
well, we wilt only cursg our juck and hope for
hetier times tocoms.”

He hoped in vain. He has not se far publicly
recanted his dreadful apprehensions. Whether he
does or not, he never said anything truer than
whenn he asserted that Hindi ‘imperialism”
would lead to the ensiavment of India. Nao
article in the Coenstitution is fess worthy of
respect and moie worthy of repeal. Hindi has
the same moral value as Shylock's bond.




THE IMPACT OF ENGLISH ON MODERN iNDIA

By A. Ranpanathan

i Suniti Kumar Chattarji, the eminent Indian
philoiogist observed that “the thread of our
common Indian culture which is a historic thing
and which is expressed through Sanskrit,
hold the people of india together as one nation
can be strengthensd {(and this as s maiter of
fact has been swengthened) by the libsralizing
farce of English  thought and culture in the
preseni age through the international language.”
Ths fate Prime Ministar Nehru alse reinforcsd
{his historic obsgrvation © English will continue
as an associate ianguage and | would nor take
it awsy ull 1 was asked to take it away
by +the non-Hindi speaking aress.” To
understand the full significance of this unsalved
problem. which affectis us so vitally, we ought
ta view the problem in historical perspactive
as well as know somathing of the forces which
led tg the making of modern India,

It is seldom vsslized that language is not
the only attribuie of nationality despite sevaral
attempis 1o trace the so-called “esssnce of the
ration” to its language. Weber wrote *‘in nothing
does the nrational  character, ths impring
of the mental and sipritual power of 3 peopls
express itself so cleariy as in its language,’
Again Humboldt argued that the true homesland
is really the fanguage.” an approach reflected
in the writings of some European represeniatives
of natignzlistic ideas like Schleirmacher, Fighta.
Jahn, Mazzini. Piscane, Nismoiowsky and many
oihers, B8ut in reality such a state of affairs
never sxisted. The Mormeans whe ,setided in
Northern France in the ninth and tenih centurias
had forgetten their language and spoke only
French Similarly ithe Morman conguerers  in
Frgland forgot thelr  scquived  Frsnch  and
took  owver ihe language of the  acquired
land. Although the native of Alsatia and the
Corsican spoke German and  ltalian respact.
ively, they belonged to the French nation.
The people of Brazil speak the sams language
a5 the Porugese; the psopie of the South

American states use Spanish, The Negross of
Haiti spesk a conubt dialect of French., Arabic
is the lingua france of all the tands of Nornth
Africa and Asia Minor. The United States of
Amsdca speais the same language as England.

n Canada, French and English are spoken. And
inn Switzeriand, four languages are used—German,
italian, French and Romansch, Again Belgium
speaks two languages, Fiemish and French. And
there are different linguistic groups in gountries
like Czechoslovakia, Poland, Ausiria and Hungary.
All these examples clearly show that the fang-
uage arezs do not coincide with the geograph -
ical frontisrs of nations. Ingesd linguistic gsog-
raphy is not to be confused with the political
geography of naticns.

The impact of the English language on a less
gifted pesople than the Indians might have rasu-
lted in a clash of cultures, but not 50 in the
casz of a peopls whose natura! intalisct had
attzined a high level of sensitivity and percep-
tion through the centuries. The English language
has linked us with the deveiopments in the var«
isus spheres of liberal arts, science and techno-
logy: it has alsc helped us 1o gxpand our inte-
lectual horizons and unveiled the “magic case-
menis” of the Western mind. It has not only
contributed 1o a new freedom of thought and
speech, but also resulted in a deliverance from
traditionat aboutl a revolution of india’s cultural
heritage w terms of world thught. In his “Hind-
uism and the West”, Or. S, Radhakrishnan wrots
that this Wesiern influence generated by the
English fanguage has “widened the horizons of
the indiar mind, opened up fresh channels and
given it a more universal direction” English is
no longer the exciusive languzge of the British
Isles, but the i{anguage of 2 new world culiure
based on hiberal and scientific values, the
medium of a new givilization, which includes
the inteliectual idiom of Ham Raja Mohan Roy's
india in its msajesty and sweep. And Hindi (as

amvy other reginnal tanguage) obvicus]
advaniage of English because 1t subs
the heroic age of modem civilization a small

v fanks tha
tituies for

and narrow provincial diaisct of its own chauv-

inistic angd mediasval way of life. indezd sven
it Sapkara were to be born again, he would
have 1o expound the sublime dizlest ot Advaila
in English.

Just as Sanskrit waes the language of our
sractitioral civilization which made us known n
Kambuja, Champa, Java, i‘ﬁonga%%g and Oentral
Asia, the message of modsers India has bezn
heard the world over %hmugh English. This is
not a phenomenon peculiar to India. The giowth
of & bi-lingual Grasco-Roman culture in the
sMediterranesn basin during the first three cant-
uriss of the Christian era is an instance in point,
fLaain, Latin was used as a madium in medi-
aeval and post-Hsnaissance Eum;:ae to facilitats
ithe commerce of ideas in muitilingusl Eureps,
Some of the gresiest Europaan savants like
Huyghens and Descartes, Spinoza and teibniz,
Bacon and Newton wrote their famous freatises in
Latin, Viewsd historically, English has taken the
place of Latin as the medium of communication in
ihe modern age. 1t is the inevitable appproach in
the highly “developed’ society which has passed
through the eras of the industrial Revolution,
the devslopment of modern science and fechno-
iogy and the growth of parliamaniary demogracy
in large areas of the world.

zokhale, the great Indian statesman said at the
Upiversal Races Conderence in London in 18311
that “whereas the contact of the Wast with other
eouniries had only been external, in India, the
wWest had, so to say, eniered Inio the very bons
and marrow of the East. "Howevar, this Western
impact resulied in a creative synthesis of the
heot slements of the twe civilizations, Tagore
often said that he was inspired by the poetry of
Shelley and Keats. The bnglish language has
sertainiy revitalized our languages. During the
nineteenth century, men like BDadsbhai Macroi,
Hanade and Romesh Dutt laid the sconomic

foundations of our nad
YANinuUs aspects of the |

onalism by writing books on
ngian economy in English.
was comniled in English
by such leaders a3 Gokhale, Sasui, Gandhiii,
Mehiru and Rajsji. The moving power of English
€1 -zmw must b2 abvious to those whe have heard
te Srinivasa Sastri gnd Sarojini  Naidu,
Hadh aa\rlshmn and Nehru. Mo student of modarn
ndian history can fail to aote that English has
zent and s still the vehicle of our creative
scholarship and scientific research—1the historical
writings 0% Sir Jadunath Sarkar and the epoch-
making mathematical contributions cof Ramanujan,
Haman, Bose, Saha, Chandras:khar and chzbha.
And many of  our finest minds have found in the

Gur political literature
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English ianguasge = cheoice medium  for  the
expression of the Indian spirit-swami Vivekananda
and Aurobindo, Raman snd Nehry, Radhakrishnan
and Sandhi. And some havs gone furiher in
using English creatively—Henry Uerozio, Toru
Dtz Man Mohan Ghosh Coomereswamy, Dom
Mioraes, B Balan  sic, Ths adoption of the
English lsnguage did not symbolize a process of
cultural ensizvemeant, but heraidad a new era of
craaiive Consciousnass.

The spirit of freedom which Inspired the
indian lsaders flowed from the fountain-hsad
of English litersturs. And the spirit of libsrty
as an emancipaiing force may be seen in Henry
Derozio, the distinguished past of the ninstesnth
century, whose posms “ladian’s Youth”, ~“The
Heart of India” sad “To india—My Mative Land”
written in the richidiom of the romantic poets,

picad thz earliest acoenis of Indian nationalist
thought. Bt is also vveil ip remember that the
earlier generation of indian nationalists, whather
iabeited as “extremist’” or “moderats’” were all
convineced of the henetits of the English language.
Even in 1918, Tiak exhosted his oounirymen
net to fergst thet it is the connection betwsen
Eagland znd the education she gave that have
given rise 10 the ambitions that til vour hearis
today,”  Similarly, the liberai political thinker,
Sir Surendranath Bannerii, had spoken of this
indebisdnes io such British thinkers as Burke,
Froude, Lord Morley and others. in his owo
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words ;1 thus lived in constant association
with the greatest masiers of the English language
and in close familiarity with their vocabulary
and methods of thought and to noneg do | gwe
a greater dsbt than Edmund Burks, whose
political philosocphy has so ltargely moulded by
owe views on governmeni and socisty.” And
the most beautiful phrase which Pandit Nehra
ever coined was in English—Khadi is the liverty
of our freedom.” Again, Pandit Mehru mads a
memorable statement on the nature of liberty at
the Institute of Public Relations in New York
in October 19459 © “Where freedom is maazced
or justics threatensd ov whare aggression lakes
place, we cannot be and shall not be neutral”
And in his moving speech on the Red Chinese
menace, Pandit Nehru observed that ©° we must
gird ¢p our lping ang face ihis greatesi menace
that has come 1o us since we became
indepandent.”” This spesch expressed the aims
and aspirations of the awaskened Indian nation,
as the -Marseillaise” embodied the swekened
idaal of France.

In his charming travelogus entitled. ‘East to
Wast,” Proof. Armold Toynbes observed that
‘India’s god-given iivers snshrined in Indian myth
and ritual have never bssn more important than
they ara in this secular-mindad age, when thay are
tapped scientifically for frigation.”  The ancient

being Indian praver symbolizing the watersmeet
ot the Gangs. Jumns, Godavari, BSaraswail,
Narmada, Sindhy 2 Cauvery fransimuites issli into
sublime postry and reflecis the cultural unity of
india. kb could siso bs secularized intoc  an
engineer's blue-print for a national river project
policy which could link the rivers of india . If this
blug-print  for a national river project policy is
worksd out carefully. it might result in a conflu-
ence of ancient rivers and cultural traditions,
and sscular concepts of national integration and
modermn scientific progress.  And this cenflusnce
can be susizined on a creative plans of under-
standing only i we continue 1o use and
spread English,

English has been the language of our modam
cultural renaissance and nationalism. scientific
endsavour and academic scholarship, administra-
tion and diplomacy, oourts and  assembliss,
the Common wealth and a possible new world
order based on libertv, democracy and a3 new
technoiogical civilization. And the adopiicn of
English by various nations of differant culiural
backgrounds (india and the newly emsrging
Asian and African members of the Common-
wealth) is perhaps the maost effsctive guaranise
of international peace and undersianding.

£. L. January 1, 1871
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VARNASHRAMA -« THE DANGEROUS CONCEPT

By MUKUND

WHAT i3 actually implied by the varsashrams ?
ft is sasy 1o explain the vamas a5 the fourfsld
classitication of society based on division of
labour, and the ashrams as the four stages of
individual iife, visualised by the ancient Indian
thinkers. With this academic approach, one can
wiite volumes on the subject. There is no
dearth of matenial. 8ut that sffort does not
enzble you to get any objective insight into the
concept.  What s the real nature of the
varanashvama and what are its implications 7 How
does it influence the Indian mind what sre its
consequences oOn our national behaviour 7 The
issue needs to be examined criticaily from the
psychological and behavioural points of view.

First of all. be it understood that the number
four in this connection is immaterial. Wheiher
the varnas were aclually four zs prescribed, and
whether at any time in history the indian society
was really divided in the four groups, doss not
matter at all. ¥t is a point of historical interest,
not of censequence to us today. The number
has significance, but of a psychological nature.
It attaches sacrednass to the theory and makes
normative things look like objective ones. The
numbering device was an  invention of the
orthodox that enabled them 10 impose an
sppearance of exactitude to something 1hat was
basically vague. Thereby, anvthing prescribed
became easily sacred. |t also enabled the belivers
1o commit things to memory  without
oriticsl acumen.

1sing

Many exampies of numerclogical illusions
could be given: one ultimate Reality, tweo
modalities, three gunas. four vugas, five
mahabhutas, six vikaras, seven matrikas, eight
digpalas, nine grahas, ten avataras, sahasya. namas
and thirty-three crores of gods ! In the lighs
of science, these numbers have no significance.
Muost of them imply regimentation of ming and
loss of originality. But such devices have a
haold on the conformist mind that belives that
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the ancient Indians have discovered ultimate
solutions to all problems of humsn life for ali
times to come. The varmashrama theory, as it
would be discussed here is the bedick of
this mentality.

it is aiways argued that the varnas are quite
different from castes. There is a point in this
argument that cannot be refuted. But it is the
varna theory that gives religious sanction 1o tha
caste. The varas are ssid to be divinely
ordained, the Gita being its principal authority.
The theory imiplies that the position of a persen
in society basically depends upon birth, and that
the duties he has 1o performa are accordingly
obligatory. it is said to be preferrable to do
the duty of one’'s own vara even at the cost of
death than doing the duty of another vamain a
better way. What is said of the varaas, in
practice applies to casies : the former exist in
idealogy but the latter in reality. The offarings
given t0 God alwavs go i the agents of God.
So the vafma theory actually gives reiigious
support to the caste. Hence from the behavioural
point of view, varmas and castes are only
different names that represeni  the sams
ideciogy.

For a superficial observer the castes appear
to be bresking down, because freedom of
profession exists ‘and taboos have gone down.
Hut so far as tha basic mantality is congerned
the position is quite contrary. Caste is still
the major factor that puts limitations on  the
growth of individual personalities. They creats
collective egos and peculisr emotional needs
which the members can satisfy only  within the
respeciive castes. This mentality is uncensciously
sinulated by the professional groups. They ziso
show a tendency 1o surrender individualities in
favour of sei patterns, to form their own worlds,
and be unconcerned about thoss who do not
belong 1o the fold. The mentality that refuses to




reconnise  those peopis 23 human bheings,
who do not within the chosen cirsle, seen every-
where to-day, is derived from caste marochialism,
The subconscious belife in the vara theory is
working at the back of this,

Mow. what does the varaa thenry imply in
actuality 7 1t implies that the existing social
order ai any given time, hased on whatavar
insqualities, is sacred and therefore cannot be
radically challenged. 1t means that avery body
must find wvirtues in the establishment and
reconcile to one’s ot without g spirit of revoli.
Well, one can criticise it, and the criticism is
weicoms, 30 far as the erntic is only a refarmer
and s revivalist, One can condemn eviis in the
socisty on the grounds that they did not exist
in the Vedic times. So the vams theory has
made us confirmad conformists,

The theory upholds the existing sccial order.
But what is that social order? The ideal of the
society is quoted from the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata. But that was a mediseval society
based on the feudai wvalues of life. It was a
society based on exploitation-exploitation of
woman by man. of son by the father, of younger
Brothers by the eldest one and pupits by the
isacher, of servants by the master, of belisvers by
the priests and of masses by the privilaged
clagzses. Power at ail levels remained in the
hands of the older generation and future changes
in human life were never visualised. Virtues and
ideals to sustain such a sociely were advocaied
for the convenience of the privileged, and the
exploited ones were made to believe that their
own interest lay in reconciling with their los
which was the result of their past deeds, carrigd
forward from their previous births. So a theory
that triss 0 uphold such a meadiseval social

oider cannot but be dangerous. it is incompati-
ble with 1the ideal of the socialistic pattern of
sociely.

Mow, as regards the ashramas, 1§ may appears
that there are no grounds to find fault with
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thern at ieast, though vou may, with the varas
The four stages are well-known. Brabmachiya is
the period of training, during grakastya ons is 1o
enjoy family life and after having dons that
gnter vanaprasthwa, the period of retreat from
personal Interest. and finally take samwmyass, the
siage of complete selflessness. in one sense,
they wnply a gradual development stowards
maturily, sagscity and detachment. in the indiv-
idual as Well as social interest. Even without
asarama theory, 3 wise man would do the same.
That the Hindu thinkers thought of aft this, in
those ancient days, is of course, commeandabls,

But the ashrama theory has also its danger-
ous implications. 1t is connected with religious
philosophy and indicetes that life is a pilgrim-
age, through diffsrent stages, to an entemal ilfe,
Al activities are supposed 10 be directed to the
atiaining of mosksha the spiritual realisation, seif-
emancipation, “the fulfilment of the spirit in us
in the heart of the etermnal.” The aim of the
samnyasin is to attain the state of spiritual
freedom, to iske the wideness of the whols
sarth, dwell in love, and walk in rightousness.”
But what do all these pious words ultimately
mean, and how do they guide pur nation life ?

The ideal of the samuyasin in eulogised boyond
timits. His raligious experience is declared to
be of s self-certfying character., Mo proof is
regquired. He iz only expected to “justify his
inmost convictions in a2 way that satisfies the
thought of the age”’. That means what he needs
is the art of controliing peocple at anii given
time. And people could bz confroiled only
when they accept the dogmas as a absolute truths
and refuse 1o sublect them 1o scientific tests
in the iight of advancing science. 5o the ashrams
theery has in practice prescribed the ideal for
tha highest pessonal ambition of becoming a
self-ar pointed, sacred VIP, looked after by
others, This means an  encouisgement to
gnorance, hypocrisy and sxploitation.

True, wary few individual becoms ths
samayasin tvpe. But the whole community looks
io them a3 their example, The ideal is cherished

wy all, aspecially the intellectuais. That was
what Fdward Shils also found when he studiaed
508 inteliectusls spmetime in 1860, The theory
has encouragsd almest all our intellectuals to
remain revivalists and condormisis. They havs,
therefore, developed a2 marvellous faculty to
rationalise the compatibility of science and Super-
stition, and failed 1o play thelr role in guiding
the country towards the right direction.

Mow, as regards the basic assumptions of the
iheory. They are mainly exisience of the
soul as a8 unit of life, a universal soul snd
esoteric knowledge. The concept of gpiritual
realisation impliss that there is some ultimate
kuowisdge that comes from within, The rest of
the superstructdre is bullt on this foundation,
But al these ideas bsiong 1o the pre-and proic-
historic fmes when science was not advanced
and whan the psychic concepis of sub-conscious
mind and auto-hypnosis were not objectively
undarsiond. Mow with the advance mads by
spience, therg I3 no move mystery left about
them. The concepts of soul cosmic conscicus-
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ness, and inner knowledge eto. have iost their
validity, excepi as strong myths regimentating
minds #nd controlling bshavicur 1o uphold the
traditional order even at the cost of disasier.
Since the very basic assumptions on which the
aim of life was dstermined have been proved
e be invalid, the entire life process remains
directed fowards an Husion.

5o the warpaz as weill as askramas need to be
discarded as an ideclegy for modern India. Qur
interest in them shouid bz only histarical, There
is nothing glorous nor dnnocuous aboui them.
The warsashrama is Hinduism from the sogial,
ideological and behavioural points of view, thai
sanciifies a feudal socielty and a mediaeval
outlook, Nothing would change for the better
unless the indian mind is emancipated from tha
dangerous concept of varaashrama, and a valid
new idseclogy that can renovale owr life and
culture iakss its place.

—The Radieal Humanist

i. L. January, 1830,




THE FIVE

EVILS

By 5. Ramanathan

fationalism as such has no polities. But thete
are political consequencss flowing from the
Hationakist attiiude which no rationalist can resist.
| am mentioning hereunder five points which
smbrace present day politics, but  which
navertheless  are not  political.  Under our
Constitution, India has been declared a Sscular
State, that is a State which has no rehygion
Althounh individual citizens are free (o profess
their faith in any religion or o no religion, the
State does not mind and doss nol encourage
or discourage either, the profession of any
religion, The Sitete has no faith in any God
or gods or goddesses it is only the interference
with religion by the State that has created the
major problems that infest humanily to-day.
For instance there would have besn no wouble
between Pakistan and India if India had remained
true 1o the ideal of Sscularism,.  Secularist india
could not be divided into Pakistan and Hindustan
on a religious basis, How much happier the
people of India would have bheen if thers wars
no Hindu-Muslin: trouble, and no demand for a
division of India on the basis of religion. I But
as il luck would have it Pakistan professes
Isiam as the State religion and India although
it declares itself under its Constitytion as a
Secular state, 15 nsvertheless disloya! 1o the
Secularist ideal, and aliows religion to intruds
iself into all metters periaining to the 3Siate,
it a5 well known that Mipisters and high
Officials of Sscularist india not only violate ths
principles of Secularism by indulging in religions
practices at official functions but openly axplain
away Sscularism by alleging that it supporis
all religious instead of saying that Secularism
does not support any religion. The method of
throwing together all conflicting religions inio
one pot and raking a soup cut of them has besn
fried many times over in History notabiy by the
lzte Mrs, Annie Bsasant, and has ignominiousiy
failed. The point of difference between Mrs.
Beasant, and her collaborator Chailss Bradlaugh
was  just this principle of Sscularism  which
according 1o Bradiaugh means there is no truth
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in any religion and according to Mrs. Beasant
it means thers is truth in all religions. Unless
and unti! india and the World acknowledgs that
Bradiaugh was right and Mis. Beasant was
wrang thare can be ne scope for progress for
humanity. Religion must be frankly recognised
as evil No. 1 and combatied.

The sacond evil which rationalism pin poinis
is caste, 1t relates to differences bhetween
individuals which are genetic in character.
Varna of the colour problem is endemic in india
bhut is world wide. The struggle of Negroes
in America and the fight that the black peoples
of America are putting up for independence,
the problem of Jews in Europe and above
all the caste problem of India are characteristic
of a civilisation whlch has discarded reason and
has adhered to passion. Many sacred books
have been writisn to support the thesis that
caste is supreme and that education and culture
amount to nothing. The entire question is based
on false biology, on faise genetics. It is good
for the waorld that Lysenksa has besn finally de-
pigrated in Russia. He has been responsibie for
resuscitation of the theory of Lamarck that
acquired characteristies which are heritable. it
is on this theory that the disastrous campaign
of growing of winter wheat in Siberia was
conducted by Lyssnko. It was on this principle
that the distinction based on caste and colour
are justified throughout the wortd. Ths Lamarck-
Lysenko doctrine was called in to justify onio-
uchability in lndia and segrigation in Amarica.
Bu: the fall of Lysenko dose not mean the
end of this eril. Ancient prejudices die hard.
Often they support vested interests and play a
political role. They must be consciously fought
against and uprooted. Candidates at eleciions
are chosen in india on a caste basis. So long
a5 it is possible to do so the svil will not die.

The third evil that rationalism points al is
prohibition. It rnasquerades as a philantrophic
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and liberal force W puls up claims as the saviour
of the poor zngd as the champion of wamsn
and children Sentimental people are sasily mis-
guided by these f{alse claims. But the stark
reality of probibition is crimes. Prohi'bition goes
hand in hand with illicit distillation which is a
growing wade. This trade grows so fast that it
soon out-grows all other tradss It is big capital
that finances this trads. 1t cannot be run with-
cut corrupting the Police the Magisirates and
other high offizials The profits of ihis business
are so large that the bribss ofifered to Officials
sre many fimes their salaries earned by them
through the Governmen-, Tnese guardians of
baw and Order who are fattening on the bribes
they receive from the iilicit liquor irade cannot
be ralisd upon to maintain the legal Govermnment,
Law and Order becomes farce when i is left to
he administered by these officials who derive
their maior income from the illicit wads. I we
are 1o root out corruption from the Govemment,
if we are to expsct decency in public affairs,
we cught fo abelish this evil of prohibition.

The fourth avil which ratienalism points out
is the differenciation in the treatmeni accorded
tg languages. The fundamenial fact about lang-
uage is that it is not an end to itseff, But it is
a means of seif expression. ltis an aid to sdu-
cation. It §5 not important for s child what
language he is studying 1t may bs Tamil
Teiugu, Bengali, Hindi or English. What is
important is the content of the knowlcdgs that
the chiid geis. Any sumber of years spent in
educating the child witl be only wasted if the
child does not attain real knowledge. in the
modern world real knowledge is obtained cnly
through Science In India the only convenient
window wse have to gain a look =t Scisnce is
the English language. We must study other
languages for sentimenial reasors because they
are our Nastional languages. But to gain knowl-
edge these is no other way but to study English.
Again by the accident of history we have the
good fortune in India of already possessing an
intelligentsia which knows the English language.
bt would be so zasy to transmii the modein
knowledge of Science through that intsiligentsia,

Yo do away with one inteliigentsia of English
aw‘zd m. create another which knows .Hindi is @
giganiic ¢rime on g par with genocide. These
?riamemaw facts are well known to our Politic-
ians who now propose a c'hangeovie? 1o Hindi,
But they seem to be wedded to ‘that philosophy
of selfishness which discards public w elfare and
!Gakﬁ. only to the ballat bex for guidan.ﬁe. in this
atemic age of atomation to turn your back on
English and to embrace Hindi or any other back-

ward language is the highest act of treachery
towards posterity. :

., The :,‘Efih evil which rationalism points out
is Khadi. The iegic of hand spinning is antago-
ms‘m tf@_ machinery and civilisation based on
Scientific progress. There is no use saying that
Maha'ma Gandhi advocated it. In his day. to
meet a situation which hs then encounlered,
Khadi might have been adequate.' Eepin Chandra
Pal said thst Indisns sie¢ S0 numerous compzred
with Englishmen, that it w uld ke encugh for
the Indisns 1o spit to drowa all the Englishmen.
The Khadi programme of Gandhi was couched
in the same frame of mind as the spitting pro-
gramme of Bepin Chandra Pal. Todsy in this
atemic age sensible Indians to have recourse
to the Charkha would be eguivalent 1o our
sitting on the pial and spitting at passing
Englishmen. The Khadi programme has no use
whatever in the post-Gandhian era. The symboiic
spinning induiged in by the Khadi Oepartment
consuming crofes of public money are a sheer
waste |1 is no wondsr that there is such a lot
of corruption in the Khadi administration. What
have the Khadi administrators to do bul 1o
embezzie public funds? Their service is neither
appreciated nor wanted by the public. Their
salaries are met by the Government in order
that they mav serve the party in power during
eleciions. At other times they can cnly mis-ap-
proprisie public funds. The soonsr we have
khadi abolished the betier for the country.

| have mentionad these five outstanding evils
as examples of wrong thinking leading 1o seri-
sus coensequences. | have not tresspasced into
pofitics aitheugh political issues are involved in
every-ong of these avils,

I L, July 1, 1865




EGALITE 7o

SHEERER

By W,

THE VIEW that equality is a goal which the
human race should sirive o reach js  widely
acceptad and supported, in one form or anothes;
although this hazy concept has always been
found wanting when subjectad to careful scrutiny,
Perhaps a few comments on the iimitations of
the egalitarian dream, in some of its current
manifesiations, are not inppropriate at this time.

To begin with 'l take note, bricfly, of two
fundamental obstacles to achieving complete
equality among individuals or groups. farge or
smail. One is the impossibility of providing each
af the several billions of our present population
with precisely the same endowment of the nat-
ural resources of benefit to man. Mother Earth’s
bounties are not  uniformiy distributed over the
habitable surface of the globe, and there is
Witerally no practical way by which each of us
can be equally endowsd with suynshine, rainfall,
fertility, timber minsral resources, and 50 on.
Substantial mitigation of the impact of these
difierences would be possible in a condition of
permanent peace plus expansion of international
trade but to date the human race has failed io
move decisively in this direction,

Even more inherent and insurmountable is the
vatiation plainly in evidence in the native qualities
of individuals and groups, Divarsity is a common-
piace in nature and we humans are not exempl.
Aside from sex, individuals vary in height, weight,
eye color, and a host of other physiological cha-
racieristics. And each of us arrives on the scene
with a separate packags of traits, tendencies,
and intrinsic Even among individugls
with the same parents importaat vartations i phy-
sical and mantal guatites are not at all unusual,

talants,

Whai ous progenitors were like millions of
vears back is somewhat conjeciural, but we do
kinow that tocday homo sapiens, "the opnly surv.
ving species of the genus Homo'', is not made
up of a mass of homogeneous units.

A,
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LLUSION !

Paton

ignoving Hersditary Influences

I want to pursus a bit furthar this matter of
variation in native aptitudes and sbilities. There
seems 10 be a cuit today of wishful thinkers
who are pushing the fanciful notion that esach
of us is born with precisely the same potential.
that we all start abreast, and that what happens
from then en iz entirely the result of environ-
ment, inciuding how we are treated by our fellow
men. This idea iz manifestly absurd even if we
rule out those who start life with major conge-
nital manial or physical bandicaps. True, the life
courss of ‘he individuail is often greatly inflve-
nced by environmental circumstances, but this
deoesn't mean that hereditary factors are generally
of no consaquence in shaping our careers.

And what an unimaginably drab world this
would be if ail individuals were identical in
every particular and committed to identical life
sxperiences | We can bs thankiul that {this is
not the case and not seven a remots possibility.
Ferhaps the concept of a race in which sl
members are supermen is not beyond the realm
of imagination, but who would want 1o find
himself in such a situation! § might also note heie
that ocur complex modemn economy, with iis
intricate network of facilities bringing a marve-
lous array of products to the uitimate consumer,
includes a gresat range of funclions and tasks.
We can’t all be top exscutives, somebody must
work on the assembly ling.

Minimizing Economic Bisparity

Right here the equality fan might well inter-
pose a guastion: Even f we conceds that it is
not feasible for ali individuals 1o be endowead
with precisely the same cross section of clima-
tic conditions and natural resources, and that
people will continue to vary in thelr physical
and mental squipment, 1sn't it desirable 1o foster
programs designed to minimize differences in

W%&@%fé@wmew—amw.__
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standard of living and economic power generally?

This is an inieresting question and deserves
attention. To provide a pariial snswer let's
reword the question more goncretely:  Are cusr-
ent reform and wealfare movements and prejects
—Consumer protection legisiation, taxation that
favours the pseple with low incomes, sybsidized
haousing for poor, special assistance to the eld-
erly and those with menisl and physical handi-
caps, and so on—desirable and dessrving of
support? | belisve a negative answer is justified,

There are two ways, a5 ! see it, by which 1o
reduce the disparitiss in personsl incomes, in
the amount of sconomic goods and servigss at
the command of the individusl. One is to harass
and block the efforts of the hustlers the go-
getters, the front runnerss, the innovaiors, untif
their pace iz slowed {o that of the less abla,
the less qualified ane talenied, the incompetent,
the shifiless, thea handicapped. The other is o
provide an economic and governmenial milisu
that sncourages, stimulates, the more capable
and productives individual, that Provids incentive
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for those among us with the most potential 1o
de their best. Such a society, | submit, is actually
the best way, indeed the only way, to reduce the
insqualities so gailing to our egalitarian friends.
In such 2 society technoiogy advances, ouiput
expands and per capita incoms rises. The lagg-
ards are not damaged. Instead they are given the
spporiunity to improve thier own perforimances as
they are carried aiong on the fasimoving coat-
taiis of the inhersntly sUpericr.

It should hardly be necessary to add that in
referring o the able, the talented, the praduct-
ive, { am not including the gestiuclive, or those
who gain by preying on their fellows.

The socialist road we are now marching on
iz not the route 1o increased total productivity
and increased per capita standard of fiving, and
it we believe that these are desirabie goais we
should aiter our course, and not diltydaiiy in
doing it. The reiatively free compaetitive market,
not a bewildering array of government ageincies,
operated by fumbling potiticians and bureaucrats,
remains the only proven road %o widesprasad
sconomic prosperity,

-~ The Freeman
§. L, February 1980,




THE PROBLEM OF THE UNTOUCHABLES

The untouchables so-called, in india, pressnt
a problem which has so far delied any ready-
made soluiion, lIncian social reformsis old and
niew have tried their hands at it. So have political
ieadars tike Mshatma Gandhi  who made it 8
piank in its political programme and stated even
his life on it. Satyagrahas were lad by him and
new politicel slonans were invanted to cradicate
this admitted evii. For a time the Hindu socisty
appeared to be moved by the emotionsl appeal
made by the Mahatma and it mads a show of
thiowing open the doors of  the temples
to these depressed casfes. This vicious system
is psculiar to Hindu social organisation and i 10
be found in no other. Anti-negro racism  in
America is sometimes compared to this ualy fe-
ature of the Hindu society. But the comparison
is wide of the mark As the lats Mp, P, C. Roy
of Bangal oncs obssrved thai unlike the uniou-
chablss in India, the negro in America could at
ieast be smpioyed as a cook in a respectable
family and the dishes prepared by him would be
gladly relished by ths family members if they
answered 1o their tastes and likes, The Negro
may be kept at a respectabe distance from oiher
Americzns but he is neither ‘untouchable” nor
unapproachabls’ in tne sense in which  ihe
untouchable is in india

The Indizn ‘untoucheable’ is not only econo-
mically depressed but aiso a social outeaste al-
together Certain occupations like sweeping the
public ioads, shoe-making, latrine-cleansing are
specifically allottsed 1o this class by the Hindy
law-givers. It will be a misiaks to suppose that
the untouchables so called are 8 homogenous
class or caste. They are also infected by the di-
sease of caste and are divided into innumerable
castes on the basis of pocupation, sach one co-
nsidering Hself superior 1o the other in the same
fashion in which the higher castes of Hindus
are graded one above the othar from the
Brahamin down to the Shudra.

From this point of view, all these untouch-

abie castes are also Hindu castes. It will thus
be ssen, as Dr, Ambedkar pointed out iong hack
that untouchability is a part and parcel of Hindy
casteism and it will Iast so fong as casie
sysiem-survives,

Tne democratie political setup in India with
jte adulis franchise has made this section of the
Indian poputation conscious of its strength and
position asa political and social entry. But cast-
eism prevailing among these psople militates
against this newly found consciousness and co-
naiderably reduges their capacity for a combined
assault on this vicious system,

The conclusion is therefors inescapable that
sholition of castes is a pre-condition for properly
rehabilitating  the untouchables in the fold of
Hindu society, The caste sysiem has survived in
all its vigour and strength till today and along
with it untouchability also, despite the rapid in-
dusirialisation and democratisation of Indian’s
urhan life. which are cutiing across these bari-
iers of caste differences both among the uppar
classes and those of depressed classes. The
late Dr. Ambedkar and .lag Jivan Ram and 2
host of notable ceiebrites in our country hail
from these classes and yet have bsen enabled
by the India’s democratic political system to play
their part woribily in the public life of the coun-
try and to some extent in assuaging the soirows
of their community-brethren. The Parliament also
is doing its bit ia this direction. It has recently
appointed a commitiee to keep a constant watch
over the manner in which the State Governiments
implement the recommendations madse by the
Commissioner for Scheduie Castes and tribes, in
his report which is considered to be a valuable
sociological document on this problem.

It has got to be remembered in this connac-
tion that not all Schaduled Castes nor Tribes
beiong to the group of untouchables. Some fMay
be backward ciasses, whose lot might be amei-
jorated spesdily by welfare schemes sincerely
undertaken by the Government, It is reported that
forty percent of the funds-allocated for this

purpnse, is spent on education. This may well be
s¢.  since sducalion is rightly considered to be
the remedy for the upliftment of the backward
classes and tribes. There i3 no doubt that by and
by, the lot of thess people will surely improva

under the impact of naw and social political fo-
yoes arising in our democracy. Social justice and
equality are guarantesd by the Indian Cons-
titution and one oould be  justified n hoping
that the guestion of backward classes would be
solved satisfactorily in the near f{uture as the
welfars schemes come 10 be increasingly imple-
mented and put into operation,

But the guestion of untouchability wHl stiif
remain to be solved. This evil has the sanction
of Hindu custom and religion both of which are
rooted in a mediasval religious mode of thought
and behaviour prevailing stll among sl Hindu
castes including the untouchable castes. Uniess
ihe upper classes shed off their religionism and
their irvations! thought and behaviour and imbibe
the scientific spirit of the age, insiead of merely
donning modsinism i dress and ouiward appea-
rance, this blot on Hinduism will never disappsar.
farriage and food taboos are the hall marks of
the Hindu casies and therefore free inter-marriags
and interdining first among all higher casies sho-
uld be encouraged. If this task be accomplished,
untouchability which thrives on these two taboos,
will have no ground to stand upon.

Besides implamsniing the welfare schemes for
these untouchable backward classss, the Govern.
ment, must address itself o the task of blasting
the very foundation of untouchability, namely
Hindu caste. 11 may employ its political pressurs
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i promote inier-caste marriages and inter-caste
dining not only in thecities and towns but also in
the farfiung villagss where caste and untouchabi-
Hity in fact shows their deadly fangs. As Dr. Lohia
suggested. inter-casts marrige might be consider-
ed to be an additional qualification for an appli-
cant seeking & governmental job or post and
soms special aliowance or promotion be granted

fm such a person by way of sncouragement of and
imcentive 1o such marriages.,

The caste system which harbours untouchability,
is 100 deep-rooted to be sradicatad only by po-
titical exhortations and harangues. Rapid urban-
isation of rural areas will surely weaken the
rigours of the casie system and untouchability.
Spread of rational thought and conduct through a
irast sducational institutions sun by the Govern-
ments will help the process.

Mare than the Government schemes and pro-
grammes it is essential that the ieaders of public
opinion  should exempiify in  their personal life
their sense of social justice and squality about wh-
ich they are never tried of speaking in the public,
An Ambedksr, a Jag Jivan Ram, a Sanjeevayya
must first prove that he ioceks upon all untouc-
hablies as equals irrespective of their caste and
never observes oaste rules with the downtrs
odden masses.

it thersfore goes without saying that the Pa-
riiamentary members who wii be siiting on the
committes 0 be appoinied for the purpose, must
also be themselves imbued with the spirit of
ratienalism or more properly speaking or Renais-
sance, which in Europe ushered in, the gra of

modern civilised life.
0. M. K
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