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EDITORIAL 

CRISIS IN KERALA 

Crisis is brewing in Kerala where a combination of 
circumstances-the incredible folly of party politicians, 
the failure of local Congress and PSP leaders when in 
power to deliver the goods, the ignorance and indif
ference of Congress leaders at the national level, the 
absorption of Congress and PSP governjng circles in 
cashing in on power for themselves and their imme
diate kith and kin and party adherents to the sheer 
neglect of the poorer classes, the spectacle of incapa
city and caTiousness in the holders of power, as also 
the failure to respect the religious sentiments of the 
Hindu middle classes when their great shrine Sabari
malai was desecrated in a barbarous manner-have 111 
conspired to create conditions of disaffection which the 
Communists were quick to use for their own advant
age. 

The way in which they have (since the advent of 
power to their party in Kerala) entrenched themselves 
in the field strengthening their party treasury at every 
0pportunity, bending the police and the administrative 
personnel to their will, dividing the opposition, and 
so on has been typpical of Communist technique. 

Todav their Education Act has offended Hindu.<; 
and Catholics. It seeks to bring the teachers of 7,000 
private schools under their influence. 4,000 of these 
are run by the Nairs and other upper class Hindus and 
the rest are run by Catholics. The Act compels the 
school managements to choose their teachers out of 
a panel suggested by the Public Service Commission,.. 

The Nairs are led by their venerable chief Mannath 
Padmanabhan. All managements have declared that 
they will not open their schools on l June and that 
they would picket any schools that open. They have 
planned demonstrations and processions against the 
Act on a mammoth scale. The Catholics and Anglo
Indians too have joined the Nairs. As the day arrived. 
the Government of Kerala postponed the opening day 
to the 15th to gain time. 
· Mr. Padmanabhan has declared that those Hindus 

who out of disgust with the communal and anti
Hindu attitude of so-called Congress men in power 
(as also that of the Praja Socialists) voted for the 
Communists had realised their great mistake. He said 
that he would atone for it by ousting the Communist 
Government through mass agitation. The objective thus 
has expanded to that of turning the Communist gov
ernment out of office in Kerala. The government got 
nervous at the strength and universality of the oppo
sition. 

Meanwhile the poorer sections too got restive as they 
did not get as much as they had been promised. Un
employment remained as severe and chronic as before. 

Ollef Minister Namboodripad interviewed the Prime 
Minister at Delhi and immediately thereafter came the 
dictat of the Congress High Command that the Kerala 
Congress should Mt co-operate with the Nair and 
Catholic movement to oust the Communists! 

One reason is of course the spft corner that socialist 
Nehru has for communists even at the risk of detri
ment to national interests. We remember the direction 
given by Mr. V. K. Krishna Menon to Congress in 
Kerala not to form or join a united front against the 
communist government. 



Another explanation given for this seemingly suicidal 
policy of making things easy for communists is that if 
Coo~rress co-operated with the opposition Jed by Nairs 
and ° Catholics, they would be allowing them to . be
come stronger than themselves in popular estimation! 
The opposition might sweep both Congress and com
munists out of power in the next elections! 

The situation is considered so grave that there is talk 
of the armed forces being called in. With Mr. Menon 
as Defence Minister it remains to be seen what use the 
communist government will make of the army if it 
is called on to restore order if chaos supervenes. The 
communists are quite capable of provoking disorder 
and violence through agents and making use of the 
opportunity to suppress the opposition by terror. The 
communist government will give the people a taste 
of Red Terror. They have filled the Home Guard with 
party men who have no compunctions and Gandhian 
scruples about violence. By the time we go to press, 
developments will have taken place in Kerala bringing 
the Central Government and the Congress High Com
mand face to face with a crisis of the first order. 

The matter is. not merely local affecting only the 
people of Kerala. The issue concerns the scope that 
can be given to communism in local governments in 
the name of democracy with safety. With the attitude 
of the communist Party of India to China and the 
Red bloc generally (revealed so nakedly in the Tibetan 
crisis). it is unsafe to allow them greater influence and 
standing in the country. If Mr. Padmanabhan and the 
Catholics and others are determined to oust the Com
munist government, nothing should be done to dis
courage them as communalists and so forth. On the 
contrary every democrat in the country should en
courage and ·assist them as much as possible, chiefly 
by strengthening public opinion against communism in 
general and the local party and Kerala government in 
particular. 
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Those who have such clear extra-territorial loyalties 
as the communists have should never be given full 
scope in the opportunities of democracy. For, they 
use· democracy in order to strangle it when opportu
nity offers! 

C. R. AND NEHRU 
Sri C. Rajagopalachari, elder statesman, presided 

over a lecture delivered· by Mr. M. R. Masani, M.P. 
in Bangalore and supported the opposition to co· 
operative farming. Mr. Masani made out a full case 
against co-operative farming as a carbon copy of the 
collectivisation programmes of Soviet countries. Mr. 
Rajagopalachari pointed out that the essence of co
operative farming is multiple ownership and multiple 
management and that farming does not lend itself to 
such collective treatment. Too many cooks spoil the 
broth. The transfer of ownership and responsibility 
or management to the co-operative will destroy the 
initiative and sense of responsibility of the individual 
owner. _ It will entail a vast bureaucracy to supervise 
operations. to keep accounts. and to distribute wages 
and dividends. It will open the door to the swamp
ing of local village life by party politicians and offi
cialdom and prepare the. way for central dictatorship. 
The idea of monopoly trading in food grains by the 
State linked to co-operative farming is also unsound. 
according to C. R. He said that the State s.tafl can 
never be· so economical and efficient as the retail 
trader. · 

Mr. Masani couched his case against co-operative 
farming in a general context of socialism- destroying 
democratic institutions in the long run. 

He said that democratic socialism cannot function 
for long unless free social forces not · dependent on 
government like free industry and commerce, free agri
culture and other free vocations all functioning under 
the rule of law with an independent judiciary continue 
to function vigorously confronting the government with 
healthy checks against its. tendency towards aggrandisc
ment. 

Mr. C. R. has also· expressed himself publicly as 
favouring the immediate formation of a conservative 
party to oppose Congress. Mr. Mas.ani has started 
actively to gather support for such an eventuality. The 
idea is to get a liaison between industrial and agricul
tural interests and have a party supported by both 
classes-a party pledged to free economy · and . free 
society. 

Pandit Nehru seems to realise that the open bless
ings of Rajaji to the move might have serious conse
quences. So he came out with a scathing condemna
tion of C. R's ideas from Ooty where he was attend
ing a Congress seminar on co-operative farming and 
other kindred matters. 

Beginning with compliments to C. R. as a revered 
and beloved leader who should be listened to with 
respect. he lashed out that Rajaji's criticism had no 
meaning and that he could find no reason or even 
wisdom in it. He dismissed Masani's speech as "not of 
much importance" but showed nervous apprehension'l! 
that Rajaji's intervention against co-operative farm!ng 
might strengthen opposition to the extent of forcmg 
him to abandon the idea altogeher. Hence the vehe
mence of his attack. He went on into irrelevancies 
such as that he was not afraid of anybody. (not even 



-God!) and that Rajaji's. ideas did not oelong to the 
20th century but to an older time etc., etc. 

He did not for once meet the point raised by Rajaji, 
Masani and all other opponents of the scheme of co
operative farming. A few experimental co-operations 
might be formed wherever farmers . volunteer ~or it 
but to force all farming everyw~ere mto . the uniform 
pattern of collective or co-operative f~rmmg _seems to 
be fanatic. Nehru has so far shown htmself mcapable 
of meeting ju:;t criticisms in a fair way. ~e creates 
prejudices by exclaming-Who can be agamst co-ope
ration and who can oppose modernisation and the use 
of science? etc., etc. These are all beside the point. 
The question does not concern me~e co-oper~tio!l. 
There is co-operation even among ammals that hve 10 

herds and packs. Prince Kropotkin has written a mo
numental work on mutual aid in evolution to supple
ment and correct Darwin's stress on the struggle for 
existence and the survival of the fittest though ruthless 
competition-nature red in tooth and claw, the eagle 
making a meal of smaller birds! 

The issue is whether farmers will agree to surrender 
the ownership of their lands and consent to work as 
members of a co-operative farm under the direction of 
a manager and take such wages and share in the pro
ceeds as may be allotted to them in co-operative assem
bly meeting or executive council.( This is a question of 
human nature. And we have had the example of the 
great difficulties experienced by communist countries 
in the last 30 years and the sheer terror and force it 
required to get co-operative farms established. Even 
now, the free plots allotted to farmers as a concession 
yield more than the farms themselves in spite of the 
high degree of mechanisation applied to them. In
stead of answering this point, Nehru goes on raising 
all sorts of irrelevant ideas about co-operation in gene
ral, the advantage of science, the need for progress, 
etc. 

It is clear that on the ground of reason and experi
ence, there is no case for co-operative farming on a 
compulsCJry basis. 

Agriculturists have been thoroughly roused and are 
refusing to fall into the trap. They are shouting
"jallfi kheti nahi karenge!" 

The J ana Sang h. alone of the parties in the coun
try, has publicly declared itself in favour of peasant 
proprietorship and unalterably opposed to co-opera
tive farming, which it thinks is sure to slide into col
lective farming with all its dangers to individual liberty. 
Not content with declarations, it has commenced call
ing for· Peasant conferences in various States, warning 
the peasants against co-operati,·es and issuing litera
ture in Hindi. Kannada and other provincial lan
guages. 

CORRUPTION IN HIGH QUARTERS 

The Government have accepted the exhoneration of 
Mr. H. M. Patel and the proposal to censure Mr. G. 
R. Kamath-officials involved in the Mundhra affair. 
They have by this stepped down further from the high 
pcd~tal of suppor_ting the judiciary in their judgillents 
a¥amst the executlve. The independence of the judi
Ciary can be nourished only if the executive sets its own 
predilections aside and follows its deliverances scrupul-
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ously and with due respect. It should teach the public 
the lesson of reverence for law by setting an example 
itself. 

From this point of view, the action of the Govern
ment of India in rejecting the findings of the Bose In
quiry Commission into the conduct of these officials 
is a blow against sound democratic traditions. It pre
vents sound conventions assuring the supremacy of law 
from developing in a healthy way. Democracy is no 
doubt a form of rule by the majority but the r~J<' 
.should be in accorda~zce with law. Majority rule should 
not degenerate into the rule of the many jettisonning 
the interests of minorities and vitiating the common 
frame work of law which is the foundation of society 
and State alike. It is the willing co11sensus of the 
people as a whole in support of law which is. th! 
framework of social life, co-operation and mutual trust 
that political thinkers had in view when they spoke of 
the social contract or compact as the foundation of 
the state. 

This incident shows that the present Government is 
determined to claim infallibility and incorruptibility in 
despite of all evidence to the contrary in particular in
stances. 

There is a proverb that the field whose fences them
selves eat up the crops is helpless! So too if the high
est organs of government exhonerate officials found 
guilty by judicial inquiry, it is impossible to check 
corruption at lower levels. This has been the bane 
of the present group of rulers in the country. They 
have an ineradicable tendency to exhonerate corrup
tion among themselves and their ranks and huslz it up. 
This is false prestige. The government will enhance its 
prestige if they adopt the straightforward course of 
punishing the guilty through due process of law. It is 
clear that this is too much to hope for from Congress 
rulers. 

THE DEATH OF MR. DULLES 
The Death of Mr. DuJies has removed from the scene 

of world politics one of the most competent and well
informed of America's Secretaries of State. He wa1 
unpopular with Leftist circles and even his supporters 
sometimes felt that he was too impervious to non
military, human aspects of diplomacy in constructing 
a Maginot Line around the borders of imperial Russia. 
But he was a tower of strength to the free world. 

UBERTARIAN FEATURE SERVICE 
We have started our Libertarian Feature 

Service again, and will be bringing it out re
gularly from time to time. Subscribers of ''THE 
INDIAN LffiERTARIAN .. who wish to get it 
regularly, may please write to: 

The Editor, 

THE INDIAN UBERTARIAN, 
Arya Bhuvan, Sandhurst Road, 

Bombay 4. 
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Dulles: A Dedicated Statesman 
By M. N. ThoJal 

It is indeed heart-warming in the extreme to find 
that even those who were unable to see the greatness of 
the man in the heat of the controversy over his. doc
trine have not been slow to realise it in the death of 
John Foster Dulles. A nation or a group of nations, 
who can mourn the death of their benefactor in the 
manner in which they are mourning the loss of the 
great American Secretary of State, can very well be 
said to be on the road to survival. And it is not be
side the point to observe here that Dulles was fighting 
for nothing more and nothing less than survival for 
democracy, for co-existence with Communism he had 
always conceded. The measure of our mourning today 
is also the measure of our determination to surviv~ 
the onslaught of totalitarianism, and that is why the 
almost universal mourning in the Free World makes , 
.one almost happy. 

BRINKMANSHIP 
Very rightly Dulles came to be equated with what 

bas come to be called brinkmanship. The word "brink" 
was used by him in a frank exposition of his own 
policy. Some of us were then inclined to think that, 
although brinkmanship was the correct policy to pur
sue, it was a blunder on his part to have gone so far 
as to put it bluntly in the phrase "on the brink", the 
more so as his opponents were quick to seize the phrase 
and, equating it with war-mongering, hold it aloft tc 
show what a horrible man John Foster Dulles was. 
But great statesmen do not use words lightly and 
second thoughts convinced the early sceptics of the 
-soundness of the phrase that the moment chosen for 
the great utterance was indeed high time to make the 
world realise where it stood and what the inevitable 
consequences would be of any farther appeasement of 
Communist overlords. Du11es must have known that 
he would be courting unpopularity among the timid 
.section of democrats as well as among those who cry 
"Peace, Peace,'' as if that were a mantram to ensure 
peace,. but the cause for which he stood demanded 
that he should court that unpopularity and he did it. 
sure in the knowledge that the passage of time would 
make people realise the greatness of the posture and 
its inevitability for the cause of freedom. He thus 
paved the way for the truth of the present terrible 
situation in the world to be burnt into the minds of 
the leaders of democracies, so that there may be n::> 
turning back when death should claim him for its 
o0wn. That is dedication to a cause such as we seldom 
witness in our own land. 

The honours and tributes that President Eisenhower 
'.has been showering on the deceased reflect the highest 
-credit on the American President. A lesser man might 
have been tempted to play down the greatness of the 
late Secretary of State to show indirectly that the 
foreign policy he has been pursuing is his own. Pre
sident Eisenhower has, on the other hand, been in
<iirectly proclaiming from the housetops, as it were, 
that he was following the advice of his g~eat Secretary 
of State and that his own greatness only consisted jn 
discovering the greatness of John Foster Dulles. That 
of course is true nobility, of which we had evidence 
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earlier in his lending him the use of his own suite in 
the Walter Reid Hospital as a token of gratitude to a 
true servant of the State and the choking voice iD 
which he announced Dulles' resignation at a Press 
Conference. Passionate devotion to a cause, with which 
we Indians are unfortunately unfamiliar. almost 
obliterates the distinction between high and low and 
makes for real brotherhood in which one strengthens 
the hands of the other, instead of the rest strengthen
ing the hands of the leader at the moment, thereby 
seeking succe~fully the loaves and fishes of office for 
themselves, their relatives and their friends. We in 
India have been hearing a good deal of loyalty to col
leagues and to the party, but we seldom hear of th~ 
need of loyalty to a cause. 

WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE? 
To revert to brinkmanship for which Dulles rightly 

became famous (or notoriouS! as the Communists and 
their fellow-travellers would have it) the best defence 
of that strategy is to ask its opponents: What is the 
alternative? To any sane mind, given to thinking out 
things to their logical conclusions., the only alternative 
to brinkmanship is yielding to aggression or threats of 
aggression. There is no other alternative. And those 
who are determined to .keep Communism at bay have 
to resort to threats of war to avoid war in face of the 
almost constant threats of the Communist bloc to 
swallow neighbouring countries. It is interesting to 
note here that those who condemn the few threats of 
war given by the late Dulles at psychological moment& 
-threats which if they had been delayed by a few 
days might have resulted in ~orld war-have nothing 
to say by way of condemnation of the weekly (some
times bi-weekly) threats of Comrade Khrushchev which 
succeeded at least in making our flesh creep-to the 
delight of his Red comrades the world over-howso
ever silly they may sound in retrospect. Those who 
value peace cannot fail· to realise the danger inherent 
in those constant threats which so closely resemble 
the cry of .. wolf, wolf" that a time may come when 
nobody would be inclined to take Comrade Khrush
chev seriously even when he means business. If Soviet 
Russia really wants peace, the only conclusion to draw 
from the recurring threats and warnings. of Khrushchev 
is that they are valueless except as propaganda stunt 
for the benefit of the weakminded. 

But we have cause to rejoice that the task he under
took he had accomplished before the hand of death 
snatched him from our midst. The broad outlines. of 
policy flowing from brinkmanship are there-his be
quest to his successors and his colleagues in the great 
work of saving the world from Communist domina
tion. 

As for us Indians our politically immature and 
half-baked minds are unable to distinguish the chaff 
from the grain or even to realise that our foreign 
policy runs counter to the principles enshrined in our 
constitution. Who can gainsay that India today is 
spreading dissension in the ranks of the enemies of 

(Continued on page 7) 



A Nelv Rightist Party 
By M. A. Venkata Rao 

The air is thick with rumours of the formation of 
a new political party to oppose. the present ~l~g 
party. Apart fro"? the necess1ty fo~ an oppos1t1on 
party to give meamng to the democrabc form of gov
ernment as well as to set limits to the exercise of 
power, we have today in our country .the phenomenon 
of a professedly liberal group (swearmg by the nam.e 
of Gandhi and the Buddha and pledged to the reali
sation of the fundamental rights written into the 
Constitution) rushing into communist measures in 
order to save the country from communism! The 
A vadi declaration of the socialistic pattern of society 
was intended to ~teal the thunder from communism. 
But in the process, the Congress under Nehru's leader
ship (or dictatorship) is hustling the country into 
socialiMic or communist economy both in industry and 
in agriculture. In industry and commerce, the Soviet 
pattern of industrialisation with five year plans 
weighted in favour of heavy industrie& with top heavy 
targets beyond available resources, necess.it~ting tota
litarian levels of taxation has been adopted Without due 
reflection as to its economic and political re
purcusions. The ultimate authority in planning 
seems to be Prof. Mahalanobis with his Russian col
leagues in his Statistical Institute. The prize awarded 
to him recently by the Soviet academy is a pointer to 
the appreciation by the authorities of international 
communism of the significant service rendered to them 
by the Indian statistician! His service to them lie:t 
in the success with which the Soviet pattern of in
dustrialisation with its corrollaries of exhausting the 
liberal economy and ushering in totalitarian trends to 
control all spheres of economic life has been incorpo
rated in the Indian plans. 

The new proposals to use public industry for making 
profits and to take in hand the entire production and 
distribution of food grains and industrial raw materials 
from agriculture, the threat to introduce compulsion 
in the export trade, to levy new taxes in the next 
plan period to the extent of Rs. 2,000 crores and to 
co-operativise industrial concerns in the private sector 
in line with the policy of co-operativising agricul
ture launched after the Nagpur session are unmistak
able signs that the time is already over-ripe for a new 
political party to halt these disastrous leftist measures 
and policies. Sri C. Rajagopalachari has been stress
ing the need for a conservative party as against the 
radicalism of the present ruling party in order to con
serve the present economic and social order whil~ 
using it to promote welfare at a normal pace without 
subverting the foundations of free economy and free 
society. 

It is understood that active steps are being taken by 
groups affiliated to the Forum of Free Enterprise, the 
All-India Agricullural Federation and the Independent 
Parliamentary Group led by Mr. M. R. Masani to 
form the much-needed rightist party. 

The dissident Congress legislators of the Andhra 
State have announced the formation of a national de-
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mocratic party with the present nucleus. of forty lei;is
lators. News comes from Tiruchi in Madras of the
formation of a Conservative party with Mr. Bala
subramanyam Iyer as chairman. The Thevar group 
are Forward Blocist and form an opposition in 
Madras with potentialities of popular strength o,·er .1 
certain area in the State. 

Mr. C. Rajagopalachari has been stressing in his. 
articles in "Swarajya., and his speeches in Madras and 
elsewhere that the new party promoters should attack 
the principles of socialism and not be content with_ 
ad hoc ideas just to oppose the ruling party. He rea
lises that the entire economic. political and socal 
theory behind socialism should be reconsidered in the
light of first principles. It is clear that a stable and 
progressive party cannot be formed and maintained by 
bringing together a number of dissident groups-Con
gressmen frustrated in the matter of party careers. 
business men afraid of liquidation, journalists dis
appointed with present opportunities to win a place: 
for themselves in the sun, the unemployed without the. 
support of influential elements in party and govern-
ment, above all the creedal and hereditary minorities. 
who are accustomed to exploit the majority without 
limit. It is only in India that the majority is ignore(l 
and the minorities obtain the lion's share of benefits. 
And even the majority is eager to convert ilself into a. 
cluster of minorities of sub-sects in order to maximise 
the chances of obtaining a share of the loot from th~ 
treasury irrespective of merit and contribution. In
Mysore we have the extraordinary phenomenon of the 
Government issuing rules for a distribution of govern· 
ment jobs; and promotions in government service in 
accordance with the population figures of 195 sects! 

The new party enthusiasts will have to give early 
attention to this all-consuming tendency of political 
elements to think in terms of small splinters sects. Th.-:· 
first thing that they will have to clarify is the implica
tions for economic and political progress of the mean
ing of nationalism or unitary or foundational, social or 
common interest that should over-ride all parochial in
terests whatever. There is a powerful tendency for 
economic and caste pressure groups to seek and obtain 
from politicians in power -special benefits by way ot 
trade franchises and tariff concessions at th~ expense of 
the general consumer and new enterprisers. 

The politicians are forced to promise all things t,l• 
all men e.g. pay rises to trade unions, cheap goods to 
consumers, high food prices to agricultural grower<>.
pay rises to government employees, low taxes to busi
ness men etc. The promoters of new parties shoulJ 
come out with a clear and unambiguous platform 
about these questions. Without such rethinking, the 
new party will only mean a change of personaliticc; 
and is sure to lead to the same sort of frustration and 
disappointment in the end. 

Mr. C. Rajagopalachari is right in demanding an 
attack: on the socialistic theory lying at the bottom of 
present revolutionary ideas. The Indian libertarian 
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and its predecessors for years have beeri calling for 
just such a radical rethinking of the first principles im
plied in free economy and free society. Though the 
general trend in ideas and policies may at the moment 
be overv. helmingly in favour of leftist ideas and to
wards collecti\·ism in one form or another, the Lib~r
tarian Social Institute of Mr. Lotvala has b.!eo adher
ing steadily to the spreading and discussion of id.!as 
pertaining to liberty among groups coming within the 
ranoe of its influence. It has worked with the faith that 
freedom is inherent in mao and that in the end it must 
assert itself. But the flame of free thought should be 
kept up in small intellectual circles. devoted solely 
to truth and social good based on clearly thought out 
policies resting on the fundamental facts and impulses 
of human nature. 

The sponsors of the new rightist party therefore 
have to combat the foundations of Marxism and other 
forms of socialism and evolve a new programme based 
on a better appreciation of the true relations between 
the individual and society. That Marxism left to itself 
will result in totalitarianism is a truth writ large in 
letters of blood and fire in the history of communist 
countries since 1917. What is the democratic and 
humanistic alternative to this bloody revolution entail
ing the destruction of human .freedom and the dicta
torship of a self-elected communist party? 

Marxism proceeds by the notion or dogma of class 
war. It has no compunctions on account of this. dogma 
in annihiliating all classes holding property. To it, 
all property is theft or robbery and therefore socialists 
have no hesitation in liquidating private property by 
hioh taxation in the early stages and by nationalisation 
in.:. the later. Property is the foundation of class dif
ferences and if it is abolished. all labourers will have 
the same status-in the view of socialism. But it 
ignores the grim fact that the new organ~sers of social
ism will become a new class of explOiters far more 
ruthless and dictatorial than the old holders of pro
perty. For they will not be checked by private pro
perty rights and their subjects will de~nd on them 
for livelihood. amelioration and career m all walks of 
life. The New Class of Miloyan Djilas is abundant 
evidence of this fact. 

The role of property in the safeguarding of free life 
and the regulations that may be tolerated in order to 
prevent undue mutual encroachment o~ holders of pro
perty should receive thorough attention by the spon-
sors of the new party. _ 

The notion of class war_ destroys the psycholog1ca1 
homoaeneity of the national. society through the en
coura;ement of class hatred and the sanction of vio
lence for social reform. Law becomes wedded to vio
lence and loses its ancient majesty and influence and 
becomes but an instrument in the hands of the holders 
of power. . 

The riahtists have to distinguish between revolution 
and refo~ and eschew clearly the methods of destruc
tive re,·otution even to steal the thunder from com
munism. 

They should evolve a new the?ry of the Stat~ and 
Government. According to Marxtsm, the Stat~ IS the 
agent of property and of the holders of veste~ 1~terests 
in land and industry and commerce and later m em
pire. They wish therefore to capture the State 

"THE ISDIA.V Ul3ERT ARIAN 6-

machinery from their hands and place it in the hand~ 
of the proletariat. 

This whole view of the industrial proletariat being 
the spearhead of revolution and revolution being pro
gressive requires a thorough reconsideration. The new 
party leaders have to draw a clear line between re•
form and revolution in all matters of policy change--
economic, political and social. 

They have to indicate the role of the State as the. 
agent of society as a whole inclusive of the interests ot 
all classes. They have to give up the notion of a work· 
ing class state and also that of the State as representa-
tive only of the propertied and power holding classes~ 
They have to rethink the idea of a classless state that 
is inseparable from socialism. Does progress toward3-
equality of opportunity entail a classless state? 

Also, they have to clarify whether nationalisation of 
industries and the centralisation of economic power in 
the hands of the state is necessary to realise a equah
tarian state. Perhaps it may be argued that true equa
lity can be guaranteed only through a multi-class 
society operating under a system of checks and bal
ances. Absolute economic equality with equal wages 
to ministers, managers of factories and heads of de
partments, labourers, servants. office clerks, doctors~ 
lawyers, writers, teachers, sweepers., artisans, etc is im
possible to maintain (even if introduced in a fit of 
revolutionary enthusiasm). Soviet Russia tried it in 
the first months of rule after the seizure of power in 
October 1917. But today there is more inequality of" 
wages and salaries in Soviet Russia than in the USA 
and Britain! 

Today we find Congress and Government lead~rs 
stressing expansion of industry more than equality in 
India. Socialism is identified today with Five Year 
Plans, high taxation, increase in production, destruction 
of property rights, invasion of individual spheres of 
action and lnitiative, indoctrination etc. The new lead
ers will have to show how they will return to saner 
counsels. 

It is claimed on behalf of socialism that it is the 
only mode of social organisation to suit the new age 
of scientific advance. How can you cling to your indi
vidual plots of land in this age of sputniks? asked the 
Prime Minister of landowners who interviewed him 
about the new proposals in land reform. 

Co-oper~tivisation of agriculture is recommended on 
the ground that collective management is. necessary to 
apply large scale scientific methods and appliances and 
fertilisers effectively and with the greatest advantage as 
regards produ~titon. Is this true? And eve~ if t~is 
is true, where ts the use of enhanced productiOn Wtth 
the aid of science if the share of individual workers 
becomes smaller than in the old individual economy on 
account of the necessary bureaucratisation of manage
ment which eats up as much as 40 per cent of the yield 
in salaries of the supervisors? 

Another field in which the new leaders have to take 
clear and satisfactory decisions is that of the tra~e 
unions and labour interests generally. Today btg 
Labour has become as much an exploitative interest 
with its own organised leadership and following ready 
to hold the country to ransom as much as big business 
used to be in the past. It has grown in defiance of th~ 



democratic rights of the individual. Trade unions 
claim the right to determine the choice of workers. 
They refttse the right to new workers. to enter the 
factory without membership in the Union. The 
doctrine of the closed shop has become sanctified by 
·usage. The trade union labourers prevent new en· 
trants and new terms by sheer force and violence. 
Modern Governments everywhere have succumbed to 
this illegal violence of organised labour. Labour except 
in the USA has been captured by communism, nation· 
al or international. 

Socialist labour is officially international but actual· 
ly national in overall sentiment. And communist 
labour is international in the sense of being led to pay 
allegiance to Soviet Power even against national inter
ests. The way in which the Indian Communist Party is. 
frankly aligned with Soviet Power in all matters is 
alarming but quite typical of international communism. 

The new leaders should opt for individual freedom 
both for workers and for employers and for freedom 
of contract all round. Unfairness on the part of 
either should be subject to arbitration or conciliation 
in which the State should represent the common good 
of all classes or society as a whole and not as at pre· 
sent predominantly the interest of labour. Past in· 
justice to labour does not justify present injustice to 
employers. · 

The new party should offer a clear democratic 
policy for determining the relations between organised 
labour and organised capital. It should not try to 
placate either class for the sake of party advantage. 

This brings us to the relation between party advant
age by way of winning or retaining power and the 
economic good of society as a whole in the short as 
well as the long period. At present the bane of poli· 
tical parties is their vicious tendency to promise 1m· 
possible things to different sections of people to wm 
their votes. We have known political leaders promis· 
ing higher wages to labourers. higher salaries to ad· 
ministrative services, lower taxation to commercial 
-------------'~--------

(Continued from page 4,1 . 

Communism and is thereby doing, howsoever indirect
ly. a great service to Communism? If Communism is. an
other name for terrorism and if, as is generally 
acknowledged, it is a retreat from civilisation, India is 
bound to find herself left high and dry on the arid 
~ands of isolation. Already her friend Egypt is find
mg that genuine opposition to Communism is a strong 
link even with Pakistan and that, when all is saiJ 
and done, she ha~ nothing to fear now from Britain. 
much less from the USA, and everything to fear from 
the USSR. As for the dreams of expansion of the 
United Arab Republic, the USSR has not proved a 
weaker obstacle than either USA or Britain. ·That has 
been proved in Iraq. 

Fleeting passions cannot dictate the foreian policy 
of a country without great detriment to th; intere~ts 
o.f that cou!ltry_ and it _is. to be _feared that fleeting pas
stons a~e dt_ctatmg Indta s foretgn policy, even as they 
were dtctatang Egypt's foreign policy last year. 

and industrial classes, higher educational and other 
amenities to villagers, cheaper food to the towns and 
higher grain prices to agriculturists and a share in lhe 
general loot to labour! The new party should eschew 
this dishonest game. The political party aspiring for 
power should offer not what the people may be in
duced to want and clamour for but what is possible in 
the short term in view of the resources of men and 
material available. 

Much of the disgust of the people at Jarge with 
the ruliqg party is due to the widespread prevalence of 
mal·administration, of corruption, of undue invasion 
of administrative regions by party bosses, of the pre
valence of favouritism and the jettisoning of individual 
merit and expert experience and knowledge. Also, the 
extravagance of the administration has caused a revul
sion of feeling in all people. The new party has to pro
mise to tum over a new leaf ap.d introduce a better 
tone in the administration. It should commit itself to 
a radical cleaning: of the Augean stables. 

There are many other directions of vital import in 
which rethinking is necessary (before a new party 
membership could be created on sound, durable and 
beneficent foundations) that will need further discussion. 
Meanwhile we have indicated some of the vital respects 
in which the sponsors of the new party shouJd offer a 
better policy based on adequate thought and vision. 
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The Economics of Food and 
Population in India 

By A. Ranganathan 
--:o:--

It has been well remarked that "had the feeding 
;.trrangements of Bourbon France given satisfaction, tho: 
Bastille would probably never have been stormed or 
ltad the steppes of Central Asia been able to feed all 
their rapidly breeding tribes, neither the Aryan nor th~ 
Mughal invasions might have occurred". Lord Boyd 
()rr, a former Director General of the F.A.O. pointed 
out that "calories" were opposed to Communi&ID. 
meaning thereby that a full stomach and the preda-
1ory impulse went ill together. In a recent series of 
articles. Aldous Huxley has highlighted the phenome
DOD of the ever-growing population of the world as a 
fundamental ingredient of the nightiQare that is around 
the corner inspite of all the talk about the conquest of 
.space and the possible emigration of the surplus 
humans to Mars. And Huxley sees a close connec
tion between the formulation of authoritarian philoso
phies and under-developed countries, "wher~ a sudden 
lowering of the death rate by means of D.D.T., Peni
·Cillin and clean water has not been accompanied by a 
<:orresponding fall in the birth rate." No wonder, Mr. 
Nehru recently said that in formulating the third Five 
Year Plan. the Government had to take into conside
ration not only the existing population, but also the 
population ten or fifteen years hence. The population 
problem is one of the major factors in history. In
<leed geography has been considerably modified by tho.! 
efforts of totalitarian governments. The planned 
Russian population movements into Siberia and the 
Chinese movements into Manchuria have introduced 
<:hanges in geography and politics. "The consolida
tion of Russian and Chinese authority all over Central 
Asia "says Guy Wint" has resulted in "one of the 
main historic ways of life being ended in our time". 
No more of the romantic central Asia numads! 

It is well known that Darwin himself got his; clue 
-after having read Mal$hus's work on population.· 
According to Darwin, the struggle for existence was 
Nature's way of causing evolution .. But the struggle for 
·existence has abated somewhat, due to wonderful me
dical advances which have undoubtedly lowered the 
-death rate creating the Malthusian problem. 

The problem of feeding the ever-increasing Indian 
population which is a difficult affair even in normal 
·times has been made more difficult due to the uneasy 
transition of our economy of the 'welfare' pattern to 
"that of the 'Socialistic Pattern' of the planners. View
ing the food situation in its historical perspective, it h 
dear that India has suffered from a chronic food short
a!!e throu!!h the decades. The seriousness of the situa
tion did not attract any notice as long as Burma re
mained a part of India. The only period when India 
enjoyed a surplus of food grains was in the period 
1910-1920. The influenza epidemic which raged in all 
its fury during this time accounted for nearly fourteen 
million deaths. Naturally the food surplus was due 
to the abnormal situation prevailing in the coun•ry. 
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But the deficit can be reckoned from the next period 
(1920-30); it has been a continuous affair since then. 
The attitude then, was one of complacency. If a long
range view of the situation which was assuming serious 
proportions had been taken and if the Government liad 
applied suitable measures, the Bengal famine of 1943 
could have been averted. Today, a combination of 
factors such as an unfavourable monsoon, "localised" 
wars in various danger spots of the world and the con
version of our countryside into deserted villages result
ing in the neglect of Indian agriculture could lead to 
a tragedy greater in suffering than even the Bengal 
tragedy of 1943. The important question that we 
should ask ourselves is whether we should allow the 
same folly to be repeated due to callousness under en· 
tirely different circumstances, when our own Govern
~~nt is at. t~e helm of affairs. As a result of the par
tition, Ind1a s economy which was already affected by 
the_ Bengal F~mine, was further damaged. On a rough 
est1mate, Ind1a was left with a little over four-fifths 
of the population, but could not got more than 68 per 
cent of the total acreage of ricefields, 65 per cent of 
wheat land and only 48 million acres of irrioated area .. 
Compared with their population and the in~oming in
flux of refugees, India's food resources had dwindled 
more than ever. 
A~co:di~g to the Census Commissioner's Report. 

the hm1tat10ns of food production would fix the limit 
o_f the ,P?PUl~tion at forty-five crores. Internal migra
tion, em1gratxon, development of agriculture, industri
alization and a population "policy are the usual reme
dies suggested by economists to solve the food and 
population problem of India. Internal migration is 
not a solution in itself since it is connected with the 
bigger problem of industrialization. Emigration is cer
tainly a tempting solution, but so far as India is con· 
cerned it is more easily said than done. To cite an 
example, countries like Australia are in need of skill
ed labour and not the unskilled labour who wish to 
seek employment elsewhere. In this connection Prof. 
Nurkse drew attention to· the saving potential <COnceal
ed in rural underemployment as an instrument of capi
tal formation. The idea is to make the surplus labour 
off the land work on projects ranging from railways 
to factories. And this would contribute to an induced 
process of economic growth which will progressively 
lessen the burden on an economy subject to a steady 
increase in the rate of our population as well as lay
ing foundations of a gradual process which could 
transfer a good number of the peqple of the primary 
sector into the secondary and- tertiary sectors. 

While agricultural investment constituted nearly 
thirty-three per cent of the total outlay in the First 
Five Year Plan, it constitutes only twenty-one per 
cent of the outlay ear-marked in the Second Plan. The 
present difficulty is due to the wrong emphasis on 
heavy industries without striving to establish a balanc-



ed economy. Mr. Nehru himself observed in his 
speech at the National Development Council in 1956 
that the neglect of agriculture in favour of heavy in
dustries in Hungary and Poland contributed to untold 
suffering which could not be borne by the people. And 

· the Indian Government have resorted to more deficit 
financing than necessary. More than five hundred 
crores have already been injected into the economy 
which might as well result in a spiral of infllltion. The 
only practical solution ~s to sacrific:e a little of our 
foreign exchange and build up sufficient food stocks as 
well as stop playing with deficit financing. We have 
had enough and more of it. And to the extent, the 
plan must be cut down. 

The effects of the so-called 'Land Reforms' may be 
considered at this stage. In trying to avoid the possi
ble hardship which would be caused by the proposed 
introduction of ceilings on land, some of the richest 
landlords have converted their rice estates into sugar· 
producing factories. If these examples are repeated 
by a great number of landlords, the production of rice 
is bound to suffer. Indeed, our farmers have started 
converting the rice-fields into casuarina plantations. 
And then, we will have ta lot of wood to burn, but 
not enough rice to cook. The Government will have 
to thank themselves for creating such a situation by 
their ill-advised ''reforms... Only recently, Dr. M. 
Visvesvarayya, the engineer-statesman has expressed 
his considered view that the Government ought to 
think a hundred times before countenancing the appli· 
cation of co-operative practices to the cultivation of 
land. The intervention of the Government is not 
needed in introducing such measures as ceiling on land· 
holdings agricultural income-tax and a form of dis.pen· 
sation which leaves the landlord with two-fifths of tho! 
produce but in going ahead with such administrativ~ 
projects as the sharing of waters which would help in 
increasing food production. An administrative formula 
bas to be devised which wiD make available the waters 
of the Godavari and the Krishna to North Madras and 
for the sharing of the unused waters of Parambikulam. 
Aliyar, Sholayar and other Kerala rivers to irrigate the 
dry belt in the Eastern vicinity of the Western Ghats 
just as the waters of the Sutlej were used to fertilize 
the Rajasthan wastes. One wonders, however, whether 
the Kerala Government would like us to share her 
waters or expect us to sail in the same 'progressive' 
boat before we are entitled to her waters! In the in
terests of food production, inter-State co-operation 
rath~r. than co-operative farming is the vital pre
requiSite. 

The application of scientific methods to agriculture 
must be explored fully. Indeed, it is possible that the 
electricity generated by atomic power stations would 
render possible the irrigation of hitherto neglected areas 
as well as in the Y!eldi~g of new land to agriculture 
At present a study IS bemg made of the irradiation of 
crops as a result of mutations induced when cro1' 
plants are exposed to atomic radiation. Prof. Gustaf
sson had predicted as early as 1955 at the first Inter
national Conference on the peaceful uses of Atomk 
Ene~ held i~ Geneva about the possibilities of plant 
~ree~mg openmg up new vistas of the atomic revolu
tion 10 agnculture. The Oceans too, constitute a vatu
able source of man's food and other products. b 
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order to tap the resources of the Oceans to the fullest 
extent, 9: deep knowledge of physical process such as. 
''up-welling•• ~nd .. turbulence... hydrography and 
Oceanography as necessary. Indeed, the role of the 
hydrog~apher who wiD tell us of the physico-chemical 
properties of sea-water, in solving the food problem 
cannot be over-estimated. 

The ta~ing of wholesale trading in food grains by 
the State IS bound to cre~te u~essary hardship. And 
as ~r. A. . D. Shroff sa1d, this 1s most surprising. 
es~c•a!!Y smce the record of the State Trading Corpo
ration S<?. far has been one of a profiteer in cement .. 
a b~ngler 10 manganese ore and an unnecessary and 
avmdable intermediary in other trades ... 

Our fami~y planning experts. have stressed the &(\.'<f 

?f fofli!ulating a population policy for India. India. 
1s certamly not over-populated at the moment al
thol!gh her rate of growth is distressingly high: In 
solvm~ the problem of over-population, the aid of 
Chem1st.ry can be sought in preventing the activities of 
sperms m the hu~an body. ~he problem is to provide 
~heap ta~l~ts wh1ch would kill sperms, without caus
mg any lDJUry to the human body. And if successful 
resea~ches are carried out in the field, one of the most 
pressmg problems of the twentieth century can be 
~lve~. ~ gr~t responsibility lies ahead of the chemist 
m th1s d•rectton. 

Considering the Indian situation, it would be diffi· 
c~lt to work <?Ut a national policy determining the 
s1.ze .. of populatlo~ as suggested by 1. M. Keynes in 
hts The Econo~1c Consl!9uences of the Peace'' many 
years ago. The mtroduct10n of family plannin" must 
~ a gradual affair through a process of social C::duca
h<?n. a~d not a~ imposition from above. In order ro 
minimize su~ermg, it is necessary to scrap thl! dan· 
gerous techmque of deficit financing, discard to latest 
propos_als of co-operative farming and state tr.tding 
m. gr~ms, make a more intensive study of the latest 
~~~nhfic methods and the~r. application to agriculture. 

u1ld up a stock of ten million tons of rice and wheat 
to act. as ~ cushion against the effects of deficit 
fi~~ncmg ·~troduced till . now and initiate a gradual 
pohcy of b1rth control Without sacrificina the freedom 
of the people at the altar of the Dian in the so-called 
attempts to "solve" the food problem. 
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The Problem of Tibet: Communism Threatens Asia 
ByK.KUMARASEKHAR 

Inspite of Nehru's trenchant declaration o:f sym
pathy for the Tibetans, he has. cleverly obscured from 
himself and Asia the essential nature of the problem. 
It is not actually the violation of Tibet's primitive 
Buddhistic religious sentiments that we are actuaily 
concerned with. It is. not the harsh treatment of a cer
tain number of Tibetans or their migration to India 
that can actually perturb us. No _doubt these have 
their own moral bearing on the problem. But the 
essential question is where will unruly communist 
China stop. Is she going to invade Asia step by ~tep, 
inch by inch on the basis of historical titles to sove
reignty over neighbour territories? Whether the world 
calls it unprogressive or reactionary or unfriendly, Mr. 
Nehru must continue British policy over Tibet and 
cease to amalgamate the former with China. It is this 
initial error of his, in which he unequivocally recog
nized Chinese sovereignty over Tibet that weakens 
India in her present protest against the repression 
practised against the people there. Mr . .Nehru want!. 
to isolate the phenomenon to a particular incident or 
incidents when it is essentially part of the phenomenon 
<>f communism threatening the whole of Asia. The 
problem of Tibet is a problem that should compel a 
country like India which has large frontiers with 
Red China, to reconsider her nuetralist policies and 
make defensive preparations to counter the tide of 
communism. What we hear today about Indo-Tibetan 
frontiers, might be heard about some place within our 
<>wn frontiers tomorrow. After all it is clear now 
that China claims large territories of our own land 
in her maps. Mr. Nehru seems to dwell in a state of 
illusion by looking to past history for guidance in thi<:s 
matter. He maintains that as there was no war be
tween China and India in the past there should not be 
war in the future. But he ignores the fact that there 
was no militant and aggressive ideology in the past 
that could rouse antagonisms between peaceful na
tions. China under communist rule is a very different 
factor of history from China under nationalist rule. 
Chinese patriots may have no ambitions over India, 
but Chinese communists have. 

At present Chinese Reds are · obviously occupied 
with internal communist rigourism, with the absolut..: 
enforcement of their own doctrine on their own peoples 
first. It is this occupation that has prevented them 
from any large scale military action jn Tibet.. But in 
future we must expect miJitary action to double there. 
Mr. Nehru's protests were really mild, though the pro
blem is similar to that of Hungary. He took int3 
account only the moral factors and not the military 
factors. Though we might differ and keep aloof from 
Pakistan, some sort of military preparedness in con
junction with the Free World is necessary for India. 
If an actual instance of aggression on a nf'ighbouring 
autonomous people by the communists is ignored by 
Mr. Nehru, suppressing the legitimate military re
actions to it, when will he take the threat of com
munism to Asia seriously? Even before the people 
of India had realised the dangerous happenings at the 
Indo-Tibetan frontiers, Mr. Nehru began harping on 
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the theme of the danger of the general relations b~
tween China and India deteriorating, Is that relation 
an inviolable sanctity of all history? If China makes 
no effort to preserve the conditions for its continu
ance, by ignoring the rights of its neighbours and the 
sentiments of the Indian people, how can the Nehru 
Government try to preserve a fictitious harmonious 
state of affairs. No people who respect1lemocracy can 
tolerate China's interference in Tibetan affairs. There 
is no doubt that international leaders had not much 
time or energy to devote to Tibet because th_ey were all 
preoccupied with Berlin. Berlin is the one problem that 
Mr. Kruschev has put into the crucible of hot discussion 
out of the many sided German question. The Russian 
leaders have even before threatened a crisis thee'! 
without fearing war. Probably that is where they are 
most prepared for battle and where they are most 
sensitive about their rights. The Berlin question is 
essentially a question of Russian feelings over the poor 
status of East Germany. The feelings have been re
vived again by Mr. Kruschev. who has been so far 
lecturing on world peace, probably only for propa
ganda results. Further it may serve as a probe that 
would enlighten the Russians on the strength of thl! 
West. Even more important is the fact that threats 
as these might hinder West Germany from arming 
herself with nuclear weapons. This . is what the 
Russians most fear inspite of their strength. With the 
death of Mr. Dulles, as Mr. Montegomery says the 
West has lost the political leadership that could have 
negotiated thls fresh impediment. It is unfortunatl! 
that inspite of their concern for world ·peace, Indian 
leaders should have nothing to say on the Berlin pro
blem and leave it to be a European question. The 
Berlin problem can actually initiate a world war. The 
leaders of the world should warn Mr. Kruschev not 
to alter the status quo in Berlin before alternative solu
tions are found. The threat to the world from Berlin 
arises from Mr. Kruschev's unilateral solutions. 

Probably the world must wait for many more year<A 
before a solution for Germany is found acceptable to 
both sides. Mr. Kruschev need not regret the years 
that have passed behind without results on the German 
peace treaty. Still, they have the merit of being the 
years of peace. Ahead we feel there are the years of 
war, and if the Rus&ian Premier tries to force any 
solution they are sure to materialize. The pages of 
our newspapers are daily full of reports of plans and 
counterplans, both from East and West. on Germany. 
But what is. bad is the .. deadline" approach of Mr. 
Kruschev which is worse than the ''brinkmanship" of 
Dulles. It is not only decisions on Germany, but even 
negotiations that must wait till the problem reaches a 
state of maturity. So Tibet and Berlin are the crisis 
threatening problems of the day. On both aspects. 
communists are firm and the Free World is undecided. 
Obviously the communists today can afford to shout 
war cries on two battle fields. at the same time. They 
seem to have two faces and four hands. Both the Free 
East and Free West must co-operate and act under 
a very alert leadership to face them. 



WHITHER CHINA? 

Agrarian Reform: a Gigantic Deception 
. By T. L Kantam 
{This is the second of the article on "Whither China·" The First appeared in our issue of June 1, 
1959) 

T HE basic aim of the Communist regime in 
China, as I have shown earlier, is to increase the 

power of the state so as to ~ain~in and. safegua_rd 
Communist rule at home and m alliance w1th Russia, 
to extend Communism abroad. 

LEGAL PROCESS AS POUTICAL 
L"'iSTRU.MENT 

For the attainment of its revolutionary goal, the 
regime has not hesitated to make use of even the law, 
the courts and the administration of justice. One of its 
first acts was to abrogate all the existing legal code&~. 
To fill the legal vacuum, certain basic documents and 
decrees were laid down by the leaders to serve as a 
stop-gap legal system. The list presented by Chou 
En-lai in October 1950 included "such basic laws as 
the Common Programme of the CPPCC (Chinese 
People's Political Consultative Conference), and the 
many orders. instructions and resolutionsSI of the 
·Central People's Government Council, Government 
Administration Council, the Supreme People's Court 
anu other organs", all of which Chou claimed "were 
produced out of and based on the state doctrines of 
Marx and Lenin as well as a concrete analys.is of the 
practical conditions of China". 

The abrogation of all the previous laws gave the 
government a free hand to rule by means of executive 
decrees, security orders and prohibitory regulations. 

Not satisfied with this, the courts were placed direct· 
Jy under the political organs of government. An ex
tensive reorganization of the judicial system was car
ried out by removing the "unco-operative" elements 
and "re-educating" those who were more "co-opera
tive" and bringing in and training a great number of 
new cadres for the system. 

The courts make no pretence of being impartial or 
unbiased or "standing above the battle" of the HOli
tical arena. They are frankly political in nature. The 
President of the People's Supreme Court, Shen Cin ju 
made this. quite clear at the session of the First 
National Committee of the CPPCC on October 28, 
1951 "Our judicial work must serve political ends 
actively and must be brought to bear on current cen
tral political tasks and mass movements." 

The "current tasks" referred to by President Shen 
included that of "suppressing resolutely, sternly and in 
good time all counter-revolutionary activities-and the 
resistance of the reactionary classes" and of protect
ing "the gains of land reform, production, reconstruc
tion and democratic order". Thus the courts carry 
out the regime's political task by enforcing the gov
ernment's reform policies and punishing the proclaim
ed enemies of the regime. Indirectly, the judicial 
system is also intended to have an educative effect 
upon the political attitudes of the masses. Madame 
Shih Liang, Minister of Justice, in her 1952 report 
to the Government Administration Council stressed 
this aspect: "We must also conduct systematic pro
paganda-education on the ideas of Jaw and the State 
in Marxism-Leninism and the Thought of Mao Tse-

il 

tung in order to raise the quality of the cadres and 
educate the masses". 

What was true in 1952 is still true to-day. This is 
what a neutral observer says "The People's Courts 
simply follow the direction and decision of the GoY
ernment and the Party officers and cadres. In the 
last analysis, the Communist dogma is the supreme 
law of the land and the Communists are the final arbi
ters of right and wrong". 

HISTORY OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
A distinguishing feature of the Chinese Communist 

revolution was that it was the peasantry in arms rather 
than the proletariat, the intellectuals or any other 
group that played the decisive role in the military vic
tory of 1949 which established Communist rule in 
China. Even to-day by virtue of its sheer numerical 
superiority and its vital role in the country's economy. 
the peasantry remains the key element in the make
up of the Chinese People's Republic. 

The agrarian programme of the Communist Party 
of China during 1921-27 was one of extreme modera
tion, centring round reduction of rents and taxes. 
Towards the end of 1927, the policy veered sharply 
to the left. In a desire to win the political support 
of the peasants, the party put into effect a policy of 
radical land distribution after confiscating all iand but 
this proved a failure. In 1931 a new land, law was 
enacted providing for the confiscation of "the lands 
of the feudal landlords, war-lords, gentry, temples and 
other big private landowners and for redistribulion 
among "middle" as well as "poor" peasants. The land 
of the middle peasantS! was specifically exempted from 
interference. 

This policy continued until the Party's shift to a 
united-front policy on the eve of the renewed Japanese 
aggression in 1937. In an effort to unite all classes in 
fighting the Japanese, the Party suspended its policy 
of confiscating the landlord's property and even went 
to the extent of putting pressure on the peasants to pay 
their dues to the landlords. 

But as soon as the war came to an end in 1945, 
the fight against the "feudalistic" landlords was inten
sified and the original policy of confiscation and radi
cal distribution was renewed. The ensuing violence 
and disorder and widespread resentment amongsts all 
classes of agriculturists once again forced the CPC to 
give up its radical approach. By September 1947 the 
party formally approved a basic programme which 
clearly affirmed the right of private ownership. Th~ 
former landlords were to be given equal share with the 
peasants. This programme soon yielded place to the 
famous Agrarian Reform Law of June 28, 1950, v.hich 
was to be the basis for the agrarian policy of the regime 
until 1952-53. 

It must be stressed here that the chief motive of 
the 1950 law was not to raise the livin!! standards of 
the peasants but to strengthen the national economy 
so as to facilitate the transition to collectiviza-
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tion and industrialization. Liu Shao-chi (who has 
succeeded Mao as head of state) made this very clear 
in his report of June 14: The basic reason for and 
the aim of agrarian reform are different from the view 
that agrarian reform is only designed to relieve the 
poor people. . . . It is designed to set free the rural 
productive forces ~rom the shackles of the feudal land 
ownership system of the landlord clas.s in order to deve
lop agricultural production and thus pave the way for 
New China's industrialization". 

Article 1 of the law stated the objective of the pro
gramme in almost the same words. Article 2 provid
ed for the confiscation of "the land, draught animals, 
farm implements and surplus grain of the landlords 
and their surplus houses". But the law also laid down 
that landlords were to be given an equal share in the 
re-distributed land "so that they can make their living 
by their own labour". 

This "legal" right, however, did not save the land
lords from confiscation of their property and even 
death at the hands of the "legal" organs, the "peoples 
tribunals". The following extract from the book 
"L'Empire de Mao Tse-tung" by a Frenchman, Jean 
Monsterleet, who was formerly professor at a univer· 
sity in Tientsin, describing the momentous events dur
ing 1949-55 is illuminating: 

"Wilen the distribution of land is decided upon in 
a village, the Party sends there a certain number of 
agents provocateurs, who are called leaders or 
"cadres". Long in advance, the government has pre
pared these leaders who are charged with making the 
land distribution a true war of th~ classeSi and with 
exterminating on that occasion all possible enemies of 
the regime, in a veritable man-hunt. 

"In certain regions, the village is first placed in a 
state of siege. The popular militia, made up of the 
young men among the poor people of the village, 
aided by the children, guards the entrances and col
lects the arms in order to prevent all revolt.. All who 
enter and leave must come under the control of the 
peasant council. Children act as look-outs and serve 
as informers. 

"The emissaries set about their tasks. They spend 
their days among the poor families and gather infor
mation on all the stories of the past: "With whom 
have you had dealings? Have you borrowed money and 
at what rate of interest?" 

"During this period, the masses are played upon 
by propaganda. The advantages of land reform are 
played up; the poorest peasants are incited to the war 
of class.es by the appetite for gain, by promises and 
threats. "Peasant Associations" or unions are form
ed or "purified". 

"The inhabitants of the village are then classed in 
different social categories. This is often done over 
again several times. . . . The Ieadets act covertly to 
stir up the masses; the time has come to settle old 
quarrels, to taste one's vengeance, to increase one's 
field or to seize the coveted property. The cadres 
attempt specially to direct the popular fury towards 
certain persons to be liquidated as reactionarfes; they 
must not forget that they are engaged above all in a 
political mis5ion. 

"There comes finally. the popular judgment. The 
accused are condemned to "cough up", to pay the 
rents received during the previous years, to pay up 
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the taxes and finally to pay back all that they have: 
"extorted" over the years running back sometimes to 
1900. All their property is given over for this and. 
the search for hidden resources offers the occasion for 
torturing and persecuting them. "After the judgment. 
comes the sentence of death, of exile or confiscation. 
and the distribution of land, in which the leaders are 
rewarded". 

The peas.ant soon realized that he had paid for· 
his parcel of land with the loss of his rights and 
liberty. . Betwe~n 1951 and 1955, peasant resistance 
became increasingly stubborn. particularly after thee 
autumn of 1952 when the regime introduced the first. 
stage of agricultural collectivization (i.e.) mutual-aid 
teams and agricultural producers· co-operative&. Phy
sically disarmed, the peasants were incapable of out
right rebellion but they resisted by every other means. 
at their disposal: strikes, sabotage and acts; of violence· 
and by fleeing in large numbers from the countryside. 
to the cities abandoning their farms. 

The situation became so seriouS! that during the
greater part of 1953, the party leadership was gripped 
by indecision and grave internal discord. What was at 
issue was the tempo of advance towards the party's 
fixed goal. On February 15, the party leadership· 
made pu]?hc its "Decisions on Agricultural Co-opera
tives" which stated that "the individual economy of 
the peasants must continue to exist and expand for 
still a long period of time. Even the ecop.omy of the 
rich peasants must be allowed to continue to develop". 

These conciliatory measures were short-lived. In 
November 1953, evidently reflecting the final triumph 
of the extreme faction led by Mao and Liu Shao-chi,. 
the policy of compromise was repudiated and the die
was cast for unrelenting class war against the pea
santry. On November 19, a government decree was. 
passed providing for complete state control of the put· 
chase and distribution of grain and for the punishment 
of the violators of the regulations as "counter-revolu
tionaries". On December 16. a further tlecision was 
taken by the party leaders to accelerate the extension 
of agricultural producers· co-operatives to all parts 
of the country. 

When the agricultunil co-operatives failed to pro
duce the expected crop output during 1956-57, a crisis 
developed because it was on this increased output that 
the plans for China's industrialization. its future as 
a major force in the Communist world depended. The 
course of action to be taken, was therefore a crucial 
decision not only for China but for the entire Com
munist movement. 

12 

Throughout 1957, the battle raged behind closed 
doors in the Politbureau at Peking. There were only 
two alternatives; either to accept forced labour on a 
nation-wide scale in order to raise agricultural output 
and strengthen the .. state .monopoly of the means of 
production or to see the entire system of state capitalism 
to which the party was wedded, crumble. The logic 
of events forced the Communist leaders to decide on 
applying forced labour to the entire production pro
cess. Great labour armies conceived on the lines of 
mobile military units-this was the pattern set by 
the Politbureau in 1957. It was the forerunner of the 
People's Communes set up in the summer and autumn 
of 1958. 
(Next Week, "The Truth about the Communes") 



11 Real Crisis In The Country Is The Crisis oF Faith, 
Says Adlarya Kripalani 

--:o:--

Following is the speech delivered in the Lok 
~Sabha by Acharya Kripalani, a leader of the OpP_O· 
sition, on the Budg.'!t on the lOth of March 1959 wh1ch 
was never fully reported by the Press and which deep
.ly uppreciates advertisement r.'!venue coming from the 
-Govermnent. 

Ddivered by an elder statesman, who has heid the 
.important posts in the Gandhian Congress, the speech 
exposes many pretensions of our "Welfare" State. We 
.reproduce here this speech in the hope that our people 
may yet see light in good time, and put pressure _on 
the (:ongress GovernmenJ at the Centre to chang.1! 
.the course of the country from taking the leap in the 
dark.-Ed. 

SOME members have showered compliments on 
the Finance Minister for his moderation. 

·Others. have severely criticised him. But I have neither 
to find fault with him nor to praise him. I can only 
sympathise with him. He has to find finances or the 
very rising cost of the administration, Civil and Mili
tary, the Plan. All this is not of his doing, neither the 
rising cost of the administration nor the costly plan. 
Thes.e things were there before he left the motst and 
muggy atmosphere of Bombay and was transplanted 
to the dry and dusty region of Delhi. He has to find 
the necessary funds. He must as the saying goes beg, 
borrow, or steal. He has been doing the first two as 
he told us in his speech. He will continue to raise the 
various loans inside the country. The number of foreign 
countries from which the flow of loans will be con
tinued is legion. We also continue to get free gifts 
from America and other countries. But it would 
appear that all this beginning and borrowing is not 
-enough for the expanding expenditure of the Govern
ment. What remains? 

WHAT IS ~NTI-SOCIAL 
One cannot call it by the vulgar name of stealing. 

When a rich man indulg~s in this it is ca11ed klepto
manis. When the Finance Minister does it, it is in
direct taxation and printing of notes. Let us, how
ever, see what constitutes an anti-social activities. Any 
legitimate activity becomes iiiegitimate and anti-social 
when it is not done as it ought to be. To earn money 
is the legitimate activity of the merchant. But if he 
does this by black-marketing and hoarding, his acti
vity becomes anti-social. If an administrator supple
ments his income through bribery, liis activity consti
tutes a theft. 

A Government has a right to levy taxes for the 
service of the people. It has also the right to issue 
Treasury Bills or resort to deficit financing, to sup
port an expanding economy. But if these activities are 
carried in a manner and for purposes that do not 
serve their basic ends, they become anti-social and 
injure the community. 

Deficit financing becomes inftationarv when it im
po\'erishes the mass of the people, that is, when they 
have to pay for primary needs of life disproportion-

ately more than the increase in their real incomes. 
Also if higher prices are not set off against increaSI!d 
social amenities, the economy suffers from inflation. 
Further deficit financing becomes a positive curse it 
there is increasing unemployment. Our economy today 
suffers from all tl\ese handicaps. But we are told that 
the country is building heavy and capital industry and 
this cannot be done without deficit financing. It is 
hard to say when the beneficent effects of this indus
trialisation will reach the common man! 

LEARN BY MISTAKES OF COMMUNIST 
NATIONS 

We are having Plan after Plan. in quick succession 
and each plan is costlier than the other. There seems 
to be no end in sight. However the fact is that the 
beneful effect of inflation can be removed only with 
increased production of consumer goods and their 
equitable distribution. We have the example of the 
economics of Eastern countries in Europe where the 
emphasis was on heavy and capital industry to the 
neglect of consumer goods. This has resulted in heavy 
inflation in these countries. There is plenty of money 
but no goods and the prices are very high. But even 
in these countries there is no unemployment. 

INFLATION HAS HIT THE PEOPLE 
It is a fact that the production of consumer goods. 

agricultural and industrial, has been on the decline 
since the beginning of 1957. Last year there was a 
big drop. This is: admitted by the Finance Minister 
in his speech and in the economic survey supplied to 
us. However instead of taking steps to cure the in
flationary pressure exerted by the decline in produc
tion on our economy, the present budget proposes to 
increase it. 

The adverse effects of inflation were apparent as 
early as the beginning of 1957. The former Finance 
Minister, Shri T. T. Krishnamachari, while presenting 
his Budget that year declared Rs. 900 crores of deficit 
finarice as the safe limit. He gave that as a reason 
for his heavy taxation programme. The Planning 
Commission in its re-appraisal put the limit for the 
last two years of the Plan at Rs. 283 crores. Both 
these limits have been exceeded. The aggregate defi· 
cit financing wm greatly exceed the limit of Rs. 1,200 
crores contemplated in the whole plan period, and 
that too under very favourable conditions. The con
ditions as I have stated and as are admitted by the 
authorities are the reverse of favourable. This must 
entail added hardship on the masses and the salaried 
lower and the middle classes whose sufferings are 
already great. When our experts glibly talk of deficit 
financing L!Jey forget that after the war we were already 
in the grip of heavy inflation. 

Anyway, Jet us examine where, why and how our 
calculations have gone wrong, when we were pro
ceeding according to the plans, scientificalJy drawn by 
experts, who never had any doubt. but that they 
were specialists at their job? GeneraiJy the blame so 
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far a:; food production and food prices are concerned 
is put on the vagaries of the weather and the mon
soons and on a rising population. But both these 
factors are not new in India. Any plan drawn in dis
regard of these well-known factors cannot be consi
dered as realistic or scientific. 

Apart from the over-ambitious. nature of the Plan, 
over-ambitious not in terms qf our needs but our re
sources-human and material, the expenditure on it 
has been greatly inflated by the mistakes made in 
execution. On the last occasion I gave the example 
of the three steel plants, in the public sector. This is. 
the largest single item on which Plan resources have 
been spent. On that occasion I said that avoidable 
losses were in the neighbourhood of one hundred 
crores. Since then the House has the advantage of the 
Estimates Committee's Report on these Plans. 

. PLANNED ECONOMY OR ORGANISED 
CHAOS 

It says that there was "l~ck of forethought and ~~e
quate planning... It finds 1t strange that the admmts
tration of Rs. 560 crores steel projects should have 

· 6een vested largely with 2 to 4 officials or erstwhile 
officials, who had no previous experience · of steel 
industry or of any industry for tha~ ~atter. ContractS! 
for civil engineering works and bulldmg of blast fur
naces which could have been handled by local con
tracto'rs, employing local skitls, were gi':en to foreign
ers who did the work at much heavter cost. We 
had engaged the services of costly foreign consultants. 
But they gave plans and data that were afterwards 
found worthless. In Rourkela, the site for the location 
of the Plant had to be changed. This. cost 2! crores 
more. It is not known why or at whose ins.tance this 
was done. Even the Estimates Committee has not 
been able to get information from official sources to 
enable it to fix responsibility. The sources of ir~n
ore. lime-stone and water-supply have been found m
adequate and unsatisfactory. The time schedule has 
also proved illusory.. Finally the estimates are no
where near the originals. The difference cannot be 
explained on the basis of the rise in prices. It is much 
more. Yet Rs. 10 crores were paid to ~he forei¥n 
expert consultations! The conclusion of die Commit
tee is that a thorough probe must be ma~e in the vari
ous aspects of the working of the erectiOn of these 
three plans. For the future. the com!Dittee OJ?ines that 
the Parliament should be gtven full mformatton every 
year regarding any new projects involving. h?ge cost. 
With the Committee's report before us 1t ts neces
sary that a Committee of the House be appointe~ t5> 
go into the whole matter of the steel plans. Thts ts 
necessary if like mistakes in the future are to be 
avoided. 

IN RIGHT MOGHUL STYLE 
Further it is disconcerting that from time to ti~e 

the country is shocked by various reports about mts
management of public funds. ~ecently we had. the 
Dulat Committee Repo£!s on Bliakra. N~g~l ProJect. 
This Project is a show-ptece for all dtgnttan~s fav~ur
ing us with. their .k~nd visits. It .was alJ?ut thts proJect 
that the Pnme Mmtster once satd that tt must be con
sidered by us as a new temp!e and a ~ew place of 
pilgrimage. The Dulat Committee .examme~ only a 
section of the Project, one canal wmg, costmg Rs. 9 
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crores. It has found that out . of this Rs. 40 lacs 
were wasted through injudicious planning and inade· 
quate supervision, which provided opportunities for 
dishonesty. If this is what happened at Bhakra Nan
gal. a Project which is periodically visited by many 
Ministers, including the Prime Minister, one wonders. 
what happens elsewhere. 

Here is again something from Shri P. C. Chow-· 
dhury's report on the allotment of evacuee lands in. 
the Punjab. The report says "in the traditional 
Moghul Style many officials conferred Jagirs on theif" 
friends and relatives in utter disregard of legal ana 
moral dictates." 
To add to all this, periodically the country is shock· 

ed to learn of corruption at levels higher than the per· 
manent services. Curiously enough it is not the 
members of the Opposition Parties, who are responsi· 
ble for the ugly exposures but the members of the
different factions in the Congress or even in the Cabi
nets. In most cases whenever a Minister in the Centr.1 
or the State resigns, for whatever reason, sooner or 
later he exposes the skeleton in the Government's. 
cupboard. -

As I have said before, taxes are justified only if 
they are utilised for the service of the people and hl 
India for the service of starving masses, who even 
after independence, live at starvation level. Yet our 
expenditure on the administration goes on. ever in· 
creasing. It is increasing out of all proportiOn to out· 

. put of work and efficiency. 

ADMINISTRATION COSTS INCREASE 
BY 600 P·C.! 

In 194849 it stood at 35! crm·es. It stands today 
at the very modest figure of more than 222 crores, 
an increase of 187 crorl!S! This works out to more 
thon 600 p.c. over a period of one decade. 
This is not to be wondered at when we look at the 

increased staff of officers only at the top. While 
before independence, a department waSi managed by 
one Secretary and a Joint Secretary, today we havl} 
Principal Secretaries, Sc;:cretaries, Special ~ecretari7s .. 
Additional Secretaries , Assistant Secretanes, Jomt 
Secretaries, etc. In some departments we have over 
them all a Secretary-General. What is missing . ~s; a 
Scretary Extraordinary. But perhaps all the addttion
al Secretaries are extraordinary. They have been un· 
earthed after independence. 

The number of . administrative Boards and Com
mittees have similarly been increasing. Th~ir member· 
ship has been increasing as well. The Railway Board 
that was previously managed by 3 members has t~ay 
10 members. The Reve1;1ue Board has 5 members m
stead of 3. In spite of this increase we are told that 
as few as 83,000 income tax appeals are pending! 

The number of Ministerial posts at the Centre and 
in the provinces is ever on the increase. Almost all 
states enjoy the superfluous luxury ?f. a seco~~ 
chamber. Governmental expenditure, ClVll ~nd Mth
tary, is progressively increasing and becommg m~re 
lavish. Huge sums of money are spent on presttge
buildings and establishing new capitals on the mod~t 
of New Delhi. But all this in no way increases effi
ciency. Rather many cooks spoil the nation's broth. 



The result is that additional resources collected from 
the people through ever increasing taxation, in the 
name of the Plan, have been wasted on things other 
than the plan. Even the Planning Committee is con
.strained to say "all this tax effort has however not 
provided resources for the Plan; a large part of it has 
been absorbed by other demands, defence, ~on-d~ve
lopment expenditure and development expenditure out
side the Plan. "Further", the Commission says, "dl!s
pite the improvement in the tax receipts by Rs. 500 
crores over the original Plan targets, the revenue re
receipts available for financing the Centre·s Plan out
lay are expected to show an improvement of only 45 
crores, as confirmed by the Plan estimates". 

WHERE ARE THE TARGETS? 
Let us however see, if with all the money we have 

received from ever increasing taxes and inflation ~nd 
which has been lavishly spent, we have been able to 
achieve the physical targets of our Plans. In, the First 
Plan, our target of Irrigation and Cultivation was 8 
million acres. But the actual area that could be 
brought under the plough was only 4 million acres-
50 per cent of the Plan target. But so far as spending 
is concerned the monetary target was fully achieved. 
In the Second Plan our food production target was 15.6 
million tons. At the end of the third year, we will 
be achieving only 6.6 million tons, though we have 
already spent nearly Rs. 95 crores out of 170 crores. 
In Irrigation, we have achieved only 3.81 million acres 
in place of 12 million acres while we have spent 
Rs. 236 crores out Rs. 376 crores Similarly by the end 
of the third year, our power potential will increase 
by .77 million out of 3.5 million KWs; but we would 
have spent Rs. 243 out of 427 crores. Our planners 
had calculated that by the end of the Plan period, we 
will produce through the new steel plants two million 
tons or iron and steel; it still remains to be seen how 
much we shall produce at the end of the plan period. 
We know that the public sector contributed 2 million 
tons of coal production in the first year through State 
Collieries. What is our target? I have not been able 
to get the exact figures but I believe it is not less than 
10 million tons during the plan period. The entire 
amount allotted for shipping, Rs. 45 crores has already 
been committed, but as against 390.000 GRT, the 
achievement has been only 180,000 GRT-less than 
half. About ports, road development, etc., the same 
thing can be said. 

The point is that we spend money according to the 
Plan but when it comes to pliysical achievements, ex
pectatiqns made by our planning experts are absolute
ly helied by the targets reached. 

J have little to say about the specific tax proposals 
in the present budget. They have been adversely com
mented upon by previous speakers. But I am surpris
ed that a Government which claims to foster, project 
and encourage cottage industries should tax Khand
sari Sugar. Light as the present tax burdens may 
appear to Congressmen, we mus.t view them aaainst 
the back-ground of heavy imoositions from ye~r to 
year for the hst eleven years.- Let us beware of the 
last straw that breaks the camel's back. It is useless 
for. me to say anything about the Defence Expenditure, 
wh1ch for a small cut this year has been on the in
<'rcase year after year. It would be superfluous to sug-

gest any cut in this direction. when the country is in 
the grip of. fear of a small country like Pakistan. One 
wonders today, how our unarmed people fearlessly met 
the challenge of the British Empire before indepen
dence! In the last few days this fear has increased, 
because of the new treaty between America and Pakis
tan and the knowledge that American arms are being 
used by Pakistan in the border raids. If this is a fact. 
then it means that America gives to India with one 
hand is more than taken away with the other. This is 
what makes American foreign policy suspect in many 
under-developed countries. I. however, hope that the 
assurances given by the American authorities are ge
nuine to see that American arms are not used in any 
excursion against India. · 

SPARE OUR WOMEN 
While I am on this subject of the military let me 

make an earnest apppeal to the Government. Let us 
not associate our daughters, sisters and mothers with 
this cruel business of war. It is the pride and privi
lege of woman to give and preserve life. Let her not 
be the instrument of taking: away what she has given 
in pain and travail and in abounding love. ThiS! little 
should not be too much to expect from the land of 
Gandhi. Inspired by alien ideas we accorded to a 
saintly soul, a man of God, a man of peace, truth and 
love, military honours after his death! Let us not 
pay homage again to foreign ideas. by training our 
womenfolk for the destructive profession of arms, spe
cially in this age of senseless and cruel carnage of the 
atomic age. Gandhiji always s.aid that non-violence 
was most natural to women. It was in accord with their 
traditions and with their special function as mothers. 
I would appear, through this house, to all women or
ganis.ations to agitate against women joining the mili
tary forces of the country, even though they may be 
for defensive purooses. Are we men so devoid of bra
very and so poor- in spirit and so few in numbers that 
we want help of our women folk in the defence of our 
motherland and in the process subject them to this 
cruel brutal and brutalising business or war? After 
all we know something of the soldier's life? 

l know some day the Prime Minister, who iSI not 
present here today, will give us arguments from his
tory and talk of Rani of Jhansi and Chandbibi. These 
cases were exceptional in times that were exceptional 
and when war was not what it is today, a sheer 
butchery and an indiscriminate annihilation. But even 
if these examples have nay validity of this sputnik age. 
in this House, are not bound to follow history. We 
are here as trustees not only Qf the present generation 
but of generations to come. We have to make history 
even as we did before independence in our freedom 
fight. 

Without fulfilling the objectives we have kept before 
ourselves we are imposing on the present generation 
heavy burdens. We tell them that they must bear 
these burdens for a future they will not see! It is but 
proper that the living should sacrifice for the unborn. 
But the sacrifice should not be so heavy that even 
physical life in the present becomes difficult. For then, 
we cannot enthuse the community to greater effort. 
Rather there would be despondency and frustration. If 
this happens befote our plans for the future have 

(Continued on pag.'! 16) 
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-Attacli On Free Press 
By S. S. Bankeshwar 

Press is the guardian of freedom in a democratic 
country. It is no function of the Press in democracy to 
sing the praises of the government or to put people to 
sleep with lullabies about the pie in the sky as in a 
totalitarian country. 

An alert, vigilant, independent and free press is an 
essential prerequisite for the successful functioning of 
a democracy. A democracy without a free press is a 
myth. Freedom of press is a myth unless the press has 
got the right to gather, transmit and disseminate news 
anywhere without fetters and the widest possible access 
to the sources of information. 

In a totalitarian country, the people are deprived of 
their fundamental right of freedom of information 
which entirely depends for its validity upon the avail
ability of a diversity of sources of news and opinion. 
They are denied free access to foreign news agencies. 
All news from abroad is canalised and distilled 
through a virtually government controlled channel, and 
•undesirable' news is kept out. Press in a totalitarian 
country is utilised to propagate the views of the admi
nistration. Its service is overwhelmed with ministerial 
speeches and the dogmas of the ruling party. 

While press in a democracy is the guardian of 
people's freedom. it become an instrument of oppres
sion in the hands of a totalitarian government. 

Now that we have embarked on the road to Social
is.m, it becomes immensely important to study the 
future role of our country. The reported decision of 
our government to disallow a tie-up between news
papers in this country and news agencies abroad, and 
thus deprive them of free access to foreign news 
agencies, is meant to restrict access to news, at home 
or abroad. This calculated denigration of our fun
damental right of freedom of informations js contrary 
to the letter and spirit of the f!nal Act of the U.N. 

(Continued from page 15) 
materialised, the present generation may rise in revolt 
ana upset our applecart of optimistic expectation of 
plenty in the future. Let us not, therefore, press the 
present generation beyond the endurance point. 

We know and we have often been reminded by the 
Prime Minister that the tasks before us are stupend
ous and they require for their fulfilment the utmost 
unity and the honest and co-operative effort of all 
sections of the population and all the parties. But this 
unity and co-operation can only be based upon con
fidence in the leadership and the administration. People 
must believe that those in authority ha'\e no other 
objective but their good. After all not only individuals 
but communities live by faith. Faith is the man. 
Faith is also the community. When Gandhiji appear
ed on the political scene in India the first thing that 
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Conference on freedom of Information (held at 
Ge!leva in 1948) to which India is one of the signa-· 
tones. 

If the government implements its decision to de
prive our newspapers of free access to foreign news. 
agencies, then P.T.I. being the only news agency in 
India, will become a monopolistic news organisation 
and ~n instrument of the government in propagating. 
the views and dogmas of the ruling party. This P.T.I. 
now more than ever at the mercy of the government,. 
will be disciplined into Congress servitude. All in·· 
dependent newspapers which dare to question the gov-
ernment might be arbitrarily refused the services of 
the only news. agency in the country and forced into 
voluntary liquidation. The fate of free press in our 
socialistic pattern. of society is not likely to be far· 
different from that of the Press in totalitarian coun
tries. 

Once the free press disappears, the days of oppo
sition parties and democracy are numbered. 

The arguments advanced by our government to
justify its decision to disallow the tie-up between 
newspapers in this country and news agencies abroad. 
are none too convincing. It has attempted to juSitify 
it in the name of protecting our national news agencies. 
against competition of foreign news agencies as if they 
were business organisations entitled to tariffs. pro
tection barriers and all that. 

It is rather amazing indeed that press in India has 
taken this calculated denigration of its fundamental 
right of freedom of information by the government 
lying down and without any strong protest; nor have 
the opposition parties in India bothered to protest to 
it. This is an eloquent commentary on the way demo
cracy functions in India. 

he gave the people was faith, -faith in the leadership 
and therefore in themselves. 

This faith was generated through deedSI and not 
through words. We think in terms of economic and 
political crisis. But the real crisis in the country is the 
crisis of faith. For example, why are our young 
people restive and why ar~ they getting out of hand?! 
It is because they have lost all confidence and faith in 
the future. They have become cynical. Nothing is 
more morally poisonous than loss of faith and conse
quent cynicism. Unless this widespread cynicism is 
replaced by trust, confidence and faith, all our efforts 
will go in vain. Faith can be induced in the people, as 
before independence, not by words but by dedicated 
deeds. 

-Courtesy "Filmindia" 



Digging The Roots of Cltaos 
By Lawrence Barth 

(This is the concluding part of the article which appeared in Our 1st June issue). 
LOVE RESULTS FROM caught in a systeiD: of dominating-and-being-do~:n!~at-

FULL BODY FUNCTIONING ed, an emotional dtse~se t~at cuts ~cross the dtvtston 

It has often been said-particularly by sincerely 
religious people-that what will solve th_e tragedy of 
the human race is love. I can agree with th~t, and 
so can any intelligent person w~o.ha~ not lost ~Is emo
tions and achieved merely a fngtd mtellectuahty. But 
religionist~ need to face a fact t.hat th~y never do f~ce; 
Jove is not an abstract, mystical thmg. Love IS a 
result of the healthy, full functioning of a thoroughly 
material human body, a functioning of organs, blood, 
nerve, impulses, various types of energ~. muscles, 
glands, chemicals, tissues. It starts With. energy. 
which functions both as energy and as the pnmal stuff 
of matter. It has been the greatest disservice of reli
.gion to humanity that it has led in creating. and int~n
Mfying the nonsensical idea that a human bemg consists 
of two distinct and antithetical parts, a body and a 
soul. Anything that we can use the word .. soul" 
ior is the result of .the functioning of energy in a ma
terial organism-of its emotions, its thoughts., its acts-:
.and is in that functional sense part and parcel of It. 

The meaning and origin of love can never be found 
in theology and the more abstract areas of psychology 
-we have to look directly to nature itself, to the bio
logy and physics ~f the basic human body. Wh~n t~mt 
body is born, it IS thoroughly capable of developmg 
natural love, and a healthy upbringing enlarges that 
·capacity to love other human beings many times over. 
But what is the growing child subjected to? Instead 
of naturalness he is subjected to genital thwarting 
(prohibition of masturbation, sex play and adolescent 
intercourse), muscle thwarting ("stop that running
walk like a little lady!"), intellectual thwarting, 
( .. That's nothing for you to know about"), initiative 
thwarting ( .. Never mind what you want-just do as 1 
say") emotional thwarting (Stop that crying this 
minute!" and .. It isn't manly to cry") vocal thwart
ing ("Children should be seen and not heard"), Jove 
thwarting ( .. There-and if you don't shut up I'll crack 
you again!"), and the whole filthy, sick gamut of rigi
dity, authoritarianism and sadism that rages through 
the average parent. Under this treatment, does the 
child's energy turn to inward and outward brutality? 
It does. 

The .physiological details of this energy transforma
tion into social crimes and neuroses. are brilliantly 
uncovered by Reich in several works, 1, 2, 3. Important 
insights. for forward-looking people can be gained from 
his discussions of character armor and its associated 
muscular armoring; the physical and psychological ex
pansion and contraction stemming from oleasure and 
anxiety; the orgasm reflex; the socially -irresponsible 
person: family fixtion, and nationalistic feeling; the 
social function of sexual repression: the natural, relax
ed, non-political way of living together expressed in 
the phrase 'work democracy', and many other as
pects of our human chaos and struggle. 

It's time to look bachvard and forward non-rigidly. 
For some thousands of years humanity has been 

lines of class, appeanng m all soctal groups, and 
classes from one form of society to the next, each time 
re-appearing in a new face. The human being, from 
ancient times through our own, has been forced to 
armour himself-his muscles and organs, his emotion~. 
and as a result, his mind in order to make himself 
able to accept this domination. He has armoured him
self so completely that the very prot.ective armour 
finally helps to perpetuate the system it's supposed to 
protect him against.. One of the clea~est e?Camples of 
this system is seen 10 the constant retterahons of the 
stand-pat type of psychiatrists and psychologists; teach 
your child to ''adjust", to be .. ~ell-adjusted". T_he 
primary content of this phrase, 10 terms of a_ct~al liv
ing, is always to adjust to, to accept, the anu-hfe cus
toms of sociey; no sex, go to church, do what your 
parents tell you, accept the profit syste11_1. keep wi~h 
your ''own kind", join the army and ktll people m 
wars when you've told to! 

Man wants happine!>S, pleasure, but by now he lite
rally fears it. This damning up of energy is largely 
what the word and sensation .. Insecurity" means-and 
is a bigger part of insecurity than its economic seg
ment, for it begins in the human infant before he comes 
into extens.ive contact with economic factors. This 
suppressive system, in the course of civilization's deve
lopment, has draw~ more and m~re away from ~hi! 
physical body and Its natural emotiOns, out of whtch 
all intellect, government, economic, science, art and 
other human activities are built. The idea that 
abstractions are ''higher", .. more developed", than the 
physical body and its physical functioning is so stand
ard that not only reactionaries but even the revolu
tionary-minded have-come to accept an international 
treaty or any other political tactic as more important 
than the human being experiencing the full physical 
happiness of Eis body. In such a framework even 
rational attempts in the field of administrating and 
governing often gradually slip down and become one 
with the mire or politicking. 

WHAT IS CULTURE? 
We hear much about .. culture" and .. sublimation". 

It's time for realistic people to state reality; the 
natural functioning of human bodies is culture. Civi
lization has advanced not because of repression of na
tural instincts, but in spite of the repression. Nature 
and culture are not opposites, as. moralists of all poli
tical positions state; rather, true culture is possible only 
through allowing the basic natural functions of the 
body to operate as they must, without the highly 
touted "sublimation" that so often creates sadism and 
masochi!>m beneath the veneer of "high things" in the 
personality. Destructive impulses, dirty-mindedness, 
rape and other crimilarity are not inborn; we create 
them ourselves. Our basic instincts are not immoral. 
but moral, natural. The ne!!ation of the body"s genital 
and other instincts is the thing which is immoral; it 
leads to blatant hypocrisy in place of true morality, 
. 
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(which simply means .. live-and let live"). Genital 
sexual enjoyment and work achievement are not op
posites-rather the same baMc energy swings into one 
or the other at different times; and if one is enjoyed 
fully, without anxiety, the other works that much 
better when its time comes. 

It's the help of such basic facts. that we need. If 
we are to be spared wiping our human race out, if 
we are to build a decent society, we have to go deep. 

Every human being wants certainty and simplicity, 
and has to learn the hard way that both society and 
nature are inherently fluid and complex. Marxists, 
whatever their orientation, oversimplify, religionists 
over-simplify; essentially everyone trying to solve the 
puzzle of our chaos does the same. So the reader may 
well ask if the view presented here isn't oversimplified. 
I think not, for no rigid formula is. being given here. 
Certain scientific facts about human behaviour have 
been discovered. The most basic of these appears to 
be that life energy will create chaos if its naturaf out
lets . are dosed off, and that among the many forms. 
of life energy's outlet, the genital function is (along
side of the eating function) the strongest and un
undoubtedly the one most vigorously suppressed by 
society. When acts of even more basic nature are dis
<:overed about human behaviour, we will be that much 
better off, and the door is open for them. Nobody 
should make a cult, a religion, a rigidity, out of the 
sexual-s.tasis understanding of irrationality; to do so 
destroys the very thing one wants to protect and 
nourish. This must be mentioned, because the sick 
human propensity to destroy a useful thing through 
worship and dogmatizing is very strong. 

Clearly, it is most certainly necessary to investigate 
and struggle on all levels of human activity at the same 
time; this article has necessarily stressed only the most 
neglected and most basic aspect. We can and should 
<:ontinue making use of knowledge from the purely 
psychological area-over-compensation, the under
standing of conditioned reflexes, and the like; we can 
and should continue rational legislative action, talking, 
writing, voting, building unions and other useful 
organisations. But it's not enough to work only at 
manipulating our superstructure; if the biological base 
of society continues to be ignored, if the primacy of 
the universal emotional disease over politics and econo
mics continues to be disregarded, our race of animals 
seems surely doomed to destroy itself. The human 
animal is so sick that ninety-nine out of a hundred will 
not lift a finger to fight back, or they fight in some 
<:razy, meaningless way that has no relation to reality. 

Political parties basically solve nothing-and from 
this statement it is. impossible to except any, whether 
they are followers of Stalin, and his successors, 
Trotsky, Norman Thomas or any of the hundreds of 
others throughout the World. Whatever they do that is 
useful they always cancel out again through politicking. 
And generalised liberal exhortation solves very little 
so long as the human animal remains sexually sick at 
his core, irresponsible, inert. We need to stand com
pletely outside the maelstrom of polittcs and re-examine 
man from the standpoint of his being a breathing bio
logical animal. We must be basic. We have to start 
w.ith our children-and before we can do that, we 
have to start with ourselves. 

-Balanced Living 
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NEIYS DIGEST 

STOP MILITARY AID TO PAKISTAN 

The Progressive in its is~ue of May 1959 has p~b
Iished an article by Ruth Widmayer under the captiOn 
"The Struggle for India" (~atelined .. Calcut~a) in 
which she writes about Amencan m1htary a1d to 
Pakistan as follows: 

By far the least expensive and ~os.t effective 'Yay in 
which the United States could bnng about an Imme
diate and sweeping improvement in its relations with 
India would be to cease giving military aid t? Pakistan. 
If we do everything else but neglect this v1tal matter, 
we will still be resented and our motives suspect. 
Even the most pro-western and anti-communist of the 
Indians do not understand how United States' pro
fessions of friendship with India can be s.incere when 
we continue to supply arms to the government of a 
country which has on a number of occasions made 
thinly veiled threats to use force against India._ There 
is. no single issue over which all Indians feel more 
bitterly towards the United Staates than continuing 
military assistance to its saber-rattling neighbour. 
The Communists exploit this resentment for all it i'> 
worth-which is. a good deal. A change of policy in 
which we would substitute economic and technical aid 
for military aid to Pakistan would be of far greater 
benefit to the Pakistanis themselves, whose standard of 
living is even lower than that of India. Such a change 
might well be the turning point in decisive Indian sym
pathy for the West. We have little to lose and the 
goodwill of a great sub-continent to gain by this ex
pedient. · • _ : 

-Organiser. 
DANCER TO NEPAL AND BHUTAN 

TIBETAN POLICY CRITICISED 
Bombay: May 24: Sri Vajpayee, leader of the Jana 

Sangh group in the Lok Sabha, said here yesterday 
that if Bharat did nothing to help the Tibetans in their 
fight for the preservation of their distinct personality, 
Bharat's ties with Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim would 
be weakened. -

These countries might be induced to seek some other 
dependable friends who would stapd with them in case 
of any threat to their free exis.tence, Sri Vajpayee said. 

Addr~ssing a meeting here to protest against Chinese 
aggression in Tibet, Sri Vajpayee said Bharat's failure 
to uphold the right of the Tibetans to determine their 
future would have serious repurcus.sions. 

The uncommitted nations would find it extremely 
difficult to resist the temptation to join one of the 
two Power blocs. 

Describing the Government's policy on Tibet, :ss 
"most disappointing," he s.aid the conduct of China in 
Tibet could hardly-be regarded as friendly to Bharat. 
He strongly condemned the attitude of the Communist 
Party on Tibet; 

He said, "Bharat has no desire to interfere in the 
internal affairs of China, but Tibet is not China's in
ternal affairs." 

-Organiser. 
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PAKISTANI AGENTS IN U.P. 

Lucknow: Large quantities of anti-Bharatiya pro
paganda literature is being .distributed among Muslims 
in U. P. Accordin2 to a spOkesman of U. P. Govern
ment, much of it i; smuggled into Bharat from faki&
tan by the Muslims coming from there. The U.P
Govemment has requested the Government of Bharat 
to take steps to check this kind of smuggling. 

-Organiser. 

TAXES IMP-OSED, NOT COLLECTED 

Dibrugarh (Assam) May 20. The Union Minister 
for Revenue and Civil Expenditure, Dr. Gopala Reddy 
said that only about one million people in this coun
try paid income tax out of about 35 million who were 
liable to pay it. 

The Minister, who was addressing the Eastern 
Assam Chamber of Commer~e on Monday hoped that 
there would be no tax evasion and more peopl~ 
would pay tax willingly in the interest of the nation. 

-Organiser. 

letter to the Editor 

ADVERTISING OR HORSE TRADING? 

Madam, 

Press in India is still free but has voluntarily chosen 
to remain servile to government for which we caunot 
wholly blame the government. There are of course, 
some bold and independent' newspapers and journals. 
They are, however, slowly being forced into voluntary 
liquidation for want of adequate funds and advertise
ments. 

By a whole system of frowns and favours, news
papers and journals in India are disciplined into the 
Congress servitude. In some States. I understand (rom 
reliable sources, newspapers humour the state govern
ments by appointing the state's public relations officers 
as their special correspondents. 

Today advertisements are given or witheld by the 
government without any regard to the circulation and 
general standard of papers. 

"LINK"-a pro-communist weekly published from 
Delhi (the running spirit behind which is Mr. V. K. 
Krishna Menon), received a number of government 
advertisements in its very first issue. While the go.,·
ernments insists on a number of conditions regarding 
circulation, standard and all that in the case of other 
papers for giving it advertisements. it did not bother 
to insist on them in the case of LINK. The govern
ment actually patronised it with its advertisements. 
waiving all rules and regulations which it is supposed 
to observe. 

"Hindustan" and "New Bharat Times", the two 
biggest Hindi dailies of the country, are said to have 
been denied government advertisements on the ground 
that the publishers of these dailies receive enough gov· 
ernment advertisements through their Engli!ih papers. 
Is this advertising or horse-trading? 

Bombay. S. S. Bankeshwar-

lu~ 15, /95? 
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