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EDITORIAL 

English Is 'Inevitable' 
The Official Languages Bill -introduced in 

the Parliament by the Home ).Iinister, Lal 
llahadur Shastri, has only intensified the langu
age controversy that has been raging so fiercely 
in the country over some years now. As in the 
case of many other_ major national problems, the 
Congress Leaders have simply muddled through -
this question by their usual agitational and 
political approach to it. They find it difficult to 
outgrow the fossilized traditions built up in the 
days of anti-British agitation under the leader
ship of GandhijL Hindi belongs to this category 
of Gandhian fads such as Charka and Khadi, 
which are still sitting like a dead and heavy 
weight on India's material and spiritual progress. 
It i_s therefore not enough merely to try to get an 
equal status for English al'\d Hindi as official lan
guages. The enlightened public opinion of India 
must now take the offensive and mount a force
ful and concentrated attack on any attempt on 
the part of the Government to uncrown English 
and upgrade Hindi as the Union Official Langu
age, as proposed in the Official Languages Bill. 
Bi-lingualism at the Union level with English 
relegated to a subordinate position will, if at all, 
aggravate rather than cure the disease of lingual
ism which is so deeply corroding into our na
tional life and almost paralysing it. 

Not One But Fourteen National Languages 

That Hindi is or could be. the sole National 
Language of India is no more than a myth sedu
lously fostered by the Hindi fanatics. Hindi is 
merely a regional language spoken by some -
forty per cent of the population of India, mostly 
concentrated in the northern provinces. More
over the percentage of literacy of these Hindi
speaking regions is the lowest in India and very 
few people out of this forty per cent can read and 
write it. It would be therefore not surprising 
if it were to be found on careful investigation 
and study, that the number of the people who 
can read and write English in India is greater 
than those who are fairly acquainted with Hindi. 
It is therefore very difficult to see what special 
advantage would accrue to the common people 
of India by replacing English by Hindi and how 
the introduction of Hindi as an official languag~ 
would democratise the administration of the 
country as claimed by the Hindi enthusiasts. 
11oreover it could not be said of Hindi with anv 
ring of conviction that it has even developed to 
the stage reached by many other competent 
Indian languages like Bengali, Tamil, 11arathi, 
Gujarati and others. Under these circumstances, 
it would be absolutely unfair and unjust to the 
non-Hindi group of languages, to accord Hindi 
a prh·ileged position as a federal language 
neglecting the superior claims of these other 
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l~nguages, only because Hindi-speaking politi
Cians dominate the political scene at the Centre 
_to-day. 

This relative strength of ·other reo-ional 
languages vis-a-vis Hindi highlights the inc~ntro
vertible fact that India has no single National 
Language as such but on the other hand, has as 
~any_ as fourteen Natiom!l Languages widely 
d1ffermg from one another in their origin, growth 
structure. and idiom. All of them stand on a~ 
e9-ual footing and so the .forced upgrading of Hin
di language as the official language, will not be 
calculat~d to allay t~e legitimate fears and ap
prehensiOns of non-Hindi people that the Hindi
walas entertain the sinister intention to mono
polise Central services and political power and 
thus, reduce the non-Hindi people to the status 
of inferior citizenship. 

It seems therefore inevitable that the neutral 
Englisn language which admittedly scores over 
al~- o~r regional_languages in vocabulary both 
scientific a~d literary, and practical utility, 
should contmue to serve as the sole All India 
Language as it has been doing so well over a 
century, in the interest of harmony, goodwill and 
amity among the various linguistic groups of the 
Indian Union . . 
Withdraw the Bill and Continue the Status Quo 

This language issue has been with ·us for too 
long a time. It has almosi divided India into 
two broad linguistic divisions, the Hindi and non
Hindi. Each one of these groups loves its respec
tive mother-tongue _more than any other, the 
only difference in the case of Hindi group being 
that it is now fired with the ambition of imposing 
Hindi on non-Hindi groups as a compulsory Offi
cial Language whether the latter will it or not. 
The Southerners and Bengali people are in no 
mood to submit to this dictation from the North, 
as evidenced from the plethora of denunciatory 
statements that have been issued by non-Hindi 
members of the Parliament and other leading 
public men of the South and the East. Shri Raja
gopalachari the veteran patriot has rightly 
knocked the bottom out of the Hindi myth by de
claring that Hindi is not 'inevitable'. We would 
go further and say that under the linguistic situ
ation obtaining in India, for another twenty-five 

·years English is indispensable at the Centre and 
in all High Courts and Universities. Let Hindi 
and other equally competent national languages 
haYe full play and free scope during this period 
in the primary and secondary schools and 
offices and courts. of the respective States.· Let 
them be given a fair opportunity of registering 
a satisfactory progress in the matter of meeting 
the language needs of a modern industrial and 



progressive society which we are trying to build 
through our national planning. Then only will 
come the proper time to.reconsider the advisabi
lity if at all, of replacing English by one of these 
national languages-not necessarily by Hindi for 
reasons stated above-as the official language at 
the Centre and the language of instruction at 
thP. University stage. 

In the meanwhile the only rational and plau
sible solution of the problem seems to be: Bi-lin
gualism in the States with English as an asso
ciate and inter-regional 'link' language and uni
lingualism at the Centre with English as the 
sole federal language and the sole medium of 
U_nive~sity education throughout India. It is 
htgh tt.me o~r leaders learnt to think straight and 
act swiftly, 1f the alarming linguistic situation in 
t~e country is not to further deteriorate. Espe
ctally after the ugly scenes witnessed in the Par
li~ment on the introduction of the Languages 
B1ll, Mr. Nehru had better· advise the Home 
Minister to withdraw the Bill with a promise to 
continue the present status quo for another 
twe11:t:r-five years as the present time is not yet 
proptbous for effecting the language reform. 
~ven the C~mstitution may be suitably amended 
If need J:>e, ~n order to stop the linguistic rot that 
has set m, m the wake of Hindi intransigence. 

• * * 
ASIAN TREND TOWARDS 'CENTRALISl\1' 

command in the Lower House will confer on 
President Nasser a commanding position in this 
new Republic. Cairo will be the capital and it 
is to be noted that foreign affairs, defence, educa
tion, currency trade and communication will be 
federal subjects. 

- The Constitution envisaged by the manifesto 
so ringingly proclaimed by the Arab leaders of 
the three countries, is not calculated to enthuse 
the democrats of the world, though as a matter 
of formality, the heads of the Western States 
might welcome the emergence of this new Arabic 
State. But consciencious democrats will have 
certainly much to say against Islam being de
clared a State religion even in this mid-twen
tieth century which" reduces the 'freedom of con
science and worship' of the minorities to a nul
lity, particularly when the State is not founded 
upon the civil and democratic rights of th~ 
people. So also the banning of all political par
ties except 'The United Front' should come as a 
disappointment to all those who value freedom 
of combination and association and of opinion 
and self-expression as being of the essence of 
democratic freedom. 

This One Party Rule under the dictatorship 
of Nasser in this new State will have to be watch
ed with the greatest anxiety and attention by the 
world democrats. Experience has shown that in 
the newly emerging independent countries of 
backward Asia and Africa, democracy becomes 
the first casualty in the din and the dust raised It was Lenin who familiarised the world 

with the phrase 'Democratic Centralism.' He 
said that the Soviet State and the Communist' tr!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~~~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~~~~~~ 
Party were both founded on democratic central
ism. This phrase was coined by the Communists 
to confuse and confound critics who said that 
Russian Revolution did not expand and enlarge 
democratic freedom as promised by Marx but in 
fact scuttled it under Proletarian dictatorship. 
The Arab world under the leadership of Nasser 
the Socialist Dictator of Egypt seems to have 
taken a cue from this Red verbal jugglery. The 
three States of Egypt, Syria and Iraq are report
ed to have come together under a so-called Unit
ed Arabic Republic, whose destinies will be guid
ed by only one party 'The United Front' em
bracing all the three different States. President 
Nasser will be, of course, 'elected' the President 
of this federal Republic and armed as he will be 
with sweeping powers to appoint and dismiss 
1\HI_listers, dissolve the Federal and regional 
legtslature, veto laws, issue decrees and make 
major appointments in the army and in adminis
trative and judicial departments, he will hold 
unchallenged sway over the domestic and foreirn 
policies of the Republic. A democratic tinge h~s 
been sought to be given to this totalitarian pat
tern by the proposed two Federal Houses the 
Upper and the Lower. All the three States' will 
h~\:e e9ual representation in the Upper House 
" h1le m the Lower House they will be repre
sented under ·the proportional representative 
system. The sure election of Nasser as the Presi
dent, and the majority which Egyptians will 
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constantly by politically ambitious leaders in 
the name of 'Nationalism' and 'Socialism'. Arab 
Nationalism appears to be a hot-house growth, 
having sprung not out of 'a consciousness of 
kind' binding together all the component parts 
of the new Arab Republic but out of a peculiar 
Arab brand of Socialist Statism imposed upon 
the people by Nasser and his confreres who are 
mostly army-men. This is a case in which 'Na
tionalism is not the cause but the result of the 
State.' (Rudolf Rocker in 'Nationalism and Cul
ture'). 

India, :Malaya, Japan and Israel still remain 
as the outposts of Asian democracy in this welter 
of resurgent totalitarianism which is fast spread
ing its tentacles in Asia froll) China, Burma and 
Indonesia in the East to Pakistan and Arab 
States in the \Vest. And it may be pointed out 
that exactly these totalitarian States want India 
to be strictly non-aligned, especially with West
ern democracies even in an emergency. India 
will therefore do well to learn a lesson from this 
Asian trend and revise her ideas of Socialism 
and Nationalism, if· she sincerely wishes to 
escape this totalitarian avalanche sweeping all 
over Asia and preserve her free way of life. 

• • * 
POLITICS OF A 'MAYAW ADIN' 

Prime Minister Nehru's complacency re
garding the Sino-Indian conflict is simply 
amazing and takes one's breath away. It was 
not very long ago that Nehru told the country 
that anything might happen at any time on the 
Sino-Indian border and people should be ready 
to face the Chinese challenge boldly. · But his 
'special' knowledge of the currents and cross
currents of world politics or better still of the 
working of the Communist minds of Khrushchev 
and Mao, must have again brought about a volte 
face in his thinking. The other day he said in 
the Parliament that it would require a lengthy 
lecture to elucidate his view-point that, despite 
the concentration of Chinese troops on Sikkim:.. 
Tibet border and the mysterious sighting of 
some- foreign vessels suspected to be Chinese 
near-about Andhra coast,· China was not likely 
to invade India again. · . 

\Vhatever might be Nehru's superior wisdom 
in making these contradictory statements, the 
common man of India could not but conclude 
that these politics of 'Mayawad' (politics of nega
tion) of Mr. Nehru are only a continuation of 
the naive . policies of our ex-Defence Minister 
Mr. Krishna Menon who also could never ima
gine that China a CommuniSt country would 
ever invade India. He would like to remind Mr. 
Nehru once again of the shameful defeat India 
sustained in· NEFA battles in last October in 
consequence of such defence policies. The recent 
reports from the Sikkim border and from the 
Indian waters near Andhra State present to the 
country hard and brutal facts which could not be 
slightly brushed aside and negated by our illu
sions and dreams' without endangering the 
,security a'nd .Safety of India ... ··. . : 
. . -.9r .. may_it_be_that J4r. Nehru's present ~om-
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placency is born of his firm determination to 
keep this India-China border question hanging 
fire for years together as in the case of Kashmir, 
by referring it to arbitration or to the Hague 
Court for which course of action he has now 
secured the full consent and sanction of his own 
party, if not of the country? 

* * * 
THE RUSSELL WAY TO WORLD PEACE 

The Grand Old Philosopher Bertrand Russell 
has been once again at his pet game of commun
ist-boosting and democracy-baiting. The light 
has suddenly dawned on him now that the world 
has been saved for peace and from nuclear holo
caust by Mr. K. of Russia dismantling his rocket 
bases in Cuba and also by Mr. Chou's unilateral 
declaration of cease-fire at NEF A. In his latest 
book 'Unarmed Victory' he has revealed this 
latest discovery he has made in the realm of 
War and Peace and has paid handsome compli
ments to these two world heroes for their gene
rosity and peacefulness. 

Uptil now the democratic world attributed 
Mr. Russell's peace antics to his nervous anxiety 
and concern for the future of humanity. But 
this latest exploit beats all his record and 
exposes him in his true colours as a fellow-travel
ler who believes with Lenin that whatever helps 
the advance and progress of communism in the 
world is just and moral and whatever hinders 
and retards it is unfair and immoral. Russell's 
way to peace thus lies through the purgatory of 
communism. 

Otherwise how could he bring himself to 
describe K. as a peacemaker wl)en the world 
knows that he wanted to blast peace in the Ame
rican hemisphere by planting his rocket bases in 
Cuba which he was forced to dismantle by Mr. 
Kennedy by a show of democratic strength? 
How could also he describe Mr. Chou as a man 
of peace when he first started, the war on India 
and occupied unau~horisedly the NEF A terri
tory by force and only declared 'cease-fire' when 
he found that he had overplayed his part from a 
military point of view and when the 'cease-fire' 
terms themselves dictate a unilateral peace to 

.India favouring China at the point of the bayo

.net? 
It is no use labouring the point and arguing 

with a man who has grown old and senile. As 
the Sanskrit saying goes, 'Old men should not be 
taken too seriously.' 

-D. M. Kulkarni. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
'I do not fear the Atomic Bomb. If there is a 

threat to our civilisation, it is more likely to 
come from boredom that will result from a totali
. tarian welfare State and from the exclusion of 
individual enterprise.' · 

-Bernard Berenson. 
· "\Vhen any commodity is carried to market, 

it is not the necessity of the vendor but the ne
cessity of the purchaser that determines the 
price.' · 

_:_Edmund Burke • 



THE CORRUPTION OF MORAL IDEALS 
M. A. VENKATA RAO 

When a minister imagines that he has cleared himself of the charge of having taken 
lakhs of rupees from a commercial firm, simply- by saying unabashedly that he had done so for 
the Party Fund and wh~n the Prime Minister, instead of subjecting such ministers to legal 
process coolly and lightheartedly asserts that embezzlement really consists in the 'disgruntled' 
critics ~ailing this misdeed a 'scandal', they are corrupting the moral ideal itself and blunting 
social conscience. Socialism has thus become a means for the perpetuation of party-power 
through corruption. The writer therefore pleads for revising our traditional morality in terms 
of rational thought and conduct. 

If the salt loseth its savour, wherewith will 
it be salted? More dangerous than particular 
lapses from moral standards, (especially in 
those in political authority), is the attempted 
defence of their misconduct through sophistry. 
There is abundant material for the moralist, 
satirist and psychologist as well as for the 
rational social reformer in current disclosures 
of the misdeeds of those in positions of prestige 
and influence. 

Such attempts to make light of serious 
moral offences, to whitewash them, hush them 
up and hide them from public view has been one 
of the most disturbing defects of the leaders who 
have come to power with the advent of inde
pendence. 

This trait of theirs has of course much 
wider roots in social history but today in the 
process of running a fully sovereign, self-gov
erning democracy with equal status and power 
in the comity of nations, the weakness is having 
grave and far-reaching ramifications that 
grave and far reaching ramifications that 
threaten the success of the democratic experi
ment as well as making the career of national 
independence itself one of hazard beyond our 
capacity to digest. 

When a minister accused of taking lakhs of 
rupees from a commercial firm coolly says that 
it was for the sake of the party fund and there
by imagines that he has cleared himself of the 
moral taint imputed to him by the alleged mis
deed, he is going beyond committing evil. He is 
corrupting the moral ideal itself, its image in his 
own an~ other people's mind and imagination. 

When the prime minister of a demorati:: 
country refuses to subject serious charges of 
financial malpractice to the tune of crores against 
his favourite ministers (old cronies of pre-inde
pendence days) to legal progress and has the 
light-heartedness to pun on the word 'scandal' 
and to assert brazenly that the alleged embezzle
ment was not the true scandal but that it consist
ed in calling it a scandal by disgruntled critics, he 
is blunting the edge of the moral and social cons
cience in the nation and the electorate. 

In the first days of independence in 1947. 
people were shocked and startled when they· 
heard that the ruling party had started demand-

ing contributions from sugar and textile mills 
pro rata per unit of machinery. But as days 
wore on, such practice became the accepted 
custom of raising party funds. 

The vast patronage extending to the dis
bursal of hundreds of crores of rupees every 
year in town and country under various trends, 
routine and extra routine, administrative and 
welfare departments. most of which went to 
party supporters at all levels now scarcely raises 
a murmur of protest nor any gesture of justifica
tion. Socialism has become just a means for the 
perpetuation of party power! 

Discount with the ruling party, its leader
ship and their stewardship of the nation's affairs, 
including its security and defence, is well-nigh 
universal. But every by-election tells a uniform 
and depressing tale of thumping Congress suc
cess! Witness this month's five elections in Cal
cutta, a hotoed of disaffection against Congress 
from Gandhi's days though it has been! 

Even according to permissible expenses, a 
total of someRs. 15 crores for all the seats would 
have to be spent by a party contesting all seats. 
But it is estimated that over Rs. 60 crores have 
been spent during the last elections by the ruling 
party. No other party can even approach it in 
its capacity for raising funds because of its vant
age position in the seats of administration. For 
instance. it was openly charged by many in 
press, platform and the legislature in 1\Iadras on 
the eve of the last general elections that bus 
owners had been asked to contribute Rs. 1,000 
per bus to the ruling party's coffers! It was 
not denied. 

Though commercial and industrial magnates 
as well as small independent traders and busi
ness men stand to lose all under the present 
policy of expanding socialism (or state monopoly 
of economic power), they are intimidated direct
ly or indirectly into paying through the nose, for 
fear of losing heavily in the immediate present. 

'Vhat is corrupting in these practices is the 
unabashed and unashamed manner in which 
they continue, in utter indifference to and con
tempt of public criticism and the outrage of 
social conscience. 

In this exalted endeavour of rebuilding 
morale, rational reflection and creative thinking 
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on 'the foundation of morality and conscience, 
social and individual are absolutely necessary. 
There is little sign of such a renaissance of think
ing in the post-independent generation, leaders 
or private persons. 

In this critical context, it is illuminating to 
tum to great thinkers like Plato for guidance. 

Plato astonished his contemporaries and 
succeeding generations of scholars and readers 
by his wholesale rejection of Homer as the 
medium of instruction, text of morality and 
mirror of moral exemplars to the Greeks. 
Homer was famed already in the fifth century 
B.C. as the teacher of Hellas, par excellence. He 
presented ideal types of heroes and gods to the 
imagination of Greeks which moulded education 
and conduct for young and old for centuries. 

But Plato raised the question of the morality 
of many of the episodes in Homer's epic and 
challenged their purity and suitability to portray 
ideals for the exaltation of human nature. 

He admitted the . entrancing poetic quality 
of Homer's stanzas and the value of many wise 
sayings that cystallised the best conscience and 
experience of the Greek race. But in many other 
respects, he dared to point out that Homer gave 
too many instances that are. sure to have a 

corrupting influence! 
He referred to the incident of Zeus himself 

being. seized with ungovernable lust for Here, 
his wife whom He throws incontinently to the 
ground before others for intercourse! He gives 
instances of the jealousy and rivalry of the 
Olympian gods and goddesses who take sides in 
human wars and rivalries, not on merits but as 
instruments of their own revenge or favourit
ism! Homer has no clear image of the steadfast 
wisdom and justice of the gods. Plato suggests 
therefore that educators in his ideal republic 
should represent divine as One and unchanging 
in its nature and always absolutely just and 
impartial. 

The prestige of Homer as a great poet, Plato 
thinks, is being misused to lend prestige to the 
evil suggestions conveyed by the wicked doings 
of gods and heroes. And since poetry has a 
charming effect on the emotional imagination, 
it will influence the heart in a bad way by in
vesting evil with radiant beauty and attractive
ness. This blinds the moral conscience instead 
of purifying it. 

He therefore suggests boldly that Homer 
should be banned from the schools in his Ideal 
Republic! 

His point is that moral ideals themselves 
should not be corrupted by irrelevant admiration 
for other attractions. 

We have a similar problem with us today. 
Europe faced this crisis in values sever~! times 
-in the renaissance and in the reformatiOn and 
in the French enlightenment or rationalism and 

THE INDIAN LIBERTARIAN 

the mid-nineteenth century evolutionary mate
rialism. Psychoanalysis and Psychiatry have 
added their own quota to the unsettling effects 
of the new thought on the role of emotions and 
instincts on culture, national character and the 
stream of ideas and ideals current in the social 
mind. 

\Ve have stirrings similar to these amidst us 
today. But they are not taking systematic inde
pendent forms. They are presenting them
selves in negative forms of revolt and sweeping 
destruction. But reflection on fundamentals is 
urgent and necessary for the needed renovation 
of life and character to start and make headway. 

We have to review the entire past culture 
of the country from the standpoint of moral 
conscience -and rationality. 

We have a plethora of material to use. 
For instance, in the Sanskrit play of 

Naganada written by the emperor Sri Harsha 
(who reigned at Kanauj in the first part of the 
seventh century A.D.), we have the hero Jeemu
tavahana, the king of the Vidyadharas and 
emperor to be by grace of the goddess, Gauri, 
coolly ignoring the threat of Martanda a neigh
bouring king to invade the country! 

He is more concerned with the Buddhist 
ideal of extinction of egoism, of nirvana. He is 
inspired by the bodhisattva ideal of offering his 
body as food for other creatures. But his duty as 
king to live for his people, to look after their 
welfare including security does not appeal to 
him. He surrenders royal power to ministers 
in order to look after his aged parents himself 
who have retired to the forest. This is no doubt 
a value but it should not eclipse his duty to his 
people which is his royal or political dharma, 
the duty of his station in life. The drama has a 
number of stanzas exalting surrender of life and 
offer of one's body for vultures, etc. 
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He is hailed as a moral hero, dharma veera. 
But this is surely a corruption of moral ideals. 
When the enemy it at the door the first duty of 
the ruler is to arrange night and day defence. 

There are other instances in actual history 
of buddhist moralists preaching absolute non
violence and welcoming the Huna invaders 
rather than preaching resistance! 

No wonder that centuries of such corrupt 
teaching that confuses flight from life's obli
gations out of -world- weariness and feeble
ness of heart (hridaya dourbalya as Krishna 
calls it in the Gita) with virtue produced 
the state of society in which Musli~ looters 
like Ghazni and Ghori could have the1r fill of 
plunder and later small companies of horsemen, 
(one hundred) could conquer whole kingdoms 
and hold them for centuries! 

For the roots of strength had been under
mined by a philosophy of decadence encourag

(Continued on Page 8) 



CURTAIN CALL AT POMPAPUR 
By J. M. LOBO PRABHU 

"The Republic of Pompapur", which in the 
most amusing way showed how Congress con
fused pomp with power, words with work, is no 
longer available with booksellers as probably the 
Congress bought and destroyed the unsold 
copies. The A. I. C. C. Session however raises 
the curtain on a pomposity of words, so empty 
of reason and so contrary to facts, that one is 
not sure whether clowns or children were hold
ing the stage. The A. I. C. C. Session which in 
devious ways is paid for from the taxes of the 
people, cannot do much good even to the Con
gress, first, when discussion in it is limited only 
to supporting existing policies, second those who 
differ are threatened with action, third, when 
criticism of other parties is not even considered 
for such refutation as is possible. In any case, 
a Session open to the Press can only be the 
stage performance of an actor in a scene of 
seduction in which the lady is his own old wife 
Good acting! 

Morarji's praise of Nehru reminded me of 
Deputy Collectors when they came to me for 
some .favours. He said India was for pea~e 
which sounded like the explanation of an Irish
man that because he believed in Peace he knock
ed out his opponent. He maintained that China 
had betrayed our confidence without realising 
that our leaders, ambassadors and Secret Service 
must be blamed and punished for misplacing 
that confidence. Peace has been defined as a 
period of cheating between two wars and those 
who allowed us to be cheated, do not deserve 
credit. 

Hanumanthayya has the courage to repre
sent the voiceless section of the Congress which 
cannot understand how non-alignment is a 
triumph when it attracted the attack of the 
Chinese. The question which he pertinently rais
ed that China did not attack Pakistan and 
Taiwan because of their alignment, could not be 
answered by anyone who therefore resorted to 
attacking him. When a whole party can ignore 
simple logic, it can only mean that it has ceased 
either to think or to care if others think. The 
many who attacked Hanumanthayya and 
opposed alignment, probably have never asked 
themselves if the aid we have received from 
democratic countries is not an act of alignment. 
The four MIGs and the factory for them is on 
the other hand a manifestation of non-alignment 
because they are of no use till our war with 
China is over. The Russians remind one of a 
man, who when asked why he did not stop two 
people \\"ho were hitting each other with chairs, 
replied that he did not want to break his own 
chair. 

Probably imitating Nehru, whom he is hop
ing to succeed, Patnaik rode a high horse, with 

statements which were mutually contradictory. 
-He said he was for non-alignment but he wanted 
help from other countries if it did not mean fly
ing "into their laps and going to sleep." Exactly 
why other countries should give us crores worth 
of help if we continue to behave supercilliously 
with them, did not strike him. All the state
ments made at the A.I.C.C. will be used by 
Americans, opposed to us, to reduce the foreign 
aid now under discussion, which means that 
Patnaik and the Congress are throwing away the 
defence available to the country. He said that 
he disclosed the strength of our army to frighten 
the enemy but added that he would disclose our 
weakness to our people so that they may contri
bute more. He expects the enemy to hear only 
what frightens it. Threatening Hanumanthayia, 
he added that there are many in the Congress for 
personal benefits. If so, he should have cleared 
himself of charges made in the Parliament that 
his Airline misappropriated supplies for NEF A, 
that he misused his licence to make 50 lakhs by 
the sale of zinc tubes, that he is involved in the 
Sirajjudin case. If he is living in a glass house, 
mere bluster will not save him from stones which 
will be thrown back. 
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Nanda's was the most pitiful performance. 
When faced by various speakers including 
Ministers with the failure of planning and the 
misuse of Community Projects, he blamed the 
Agriculture Ministry and the States. If as Plan
ning Minister he cannot control his own work, 
he should make way for some one who can do so 
or press that Planning should be given up. He 
complained there were divisions in the adminis
tration, the Congress Party and even in the 
ministries. He forgot he himself started the 
Socialist Forum in the Congress, the first formal 
division of the Congress Party. A little story 
will do him good. When a husband proposed 
that the tenth anniversary of their wedding may 
be celebrated with a duck for dinner, the wife 
inquired why a duck should be killed for what 
happened ten years ago. · 

Nehru's contribution was to declare that 
attacks of corruption on Ministers were bogus 
and personal attacks on ministers were not 
bonafide. No one cares if Malaviya eats kanga
roos but if he swallows money, the attack on 
him is not in his personal but public capacity. 
Nehru spread his umbrella over Menon when 
he was betraying the country to the communist, 
but if he continues spreading it over Ministers 
openly accused of corruption, he may convince 
the country that it must replace him if there is 
to be any change for the better. When a man 
was arguing for polygamy he was told that the 
law knew better what one wife meant, and had 
to protect him from too many of them. Nehru 
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had better look after himself before he protects 
those who must defend themselves. 

The Conference missed the opportunity to 
answer the_ charges which were made on the 
same day in Parliament by Frank Anthony that 
Xehru and ~Ienon by their interference were 
responsible for the defeat of our armies, by N ath 
Pai that "groupism and favouritism" in the 
army had lowered its morale and that the com
munists in and outside the Congress, were driv
ing :\ehru to make statements which will forfeit 
foreign assistance. Even if the Congress is 
wonderful, it cannot claim the right to throw 
away assistance the country can receive from 
others. 

(Continued from Page 6) 
ing shirking and softness and withdrawal into 
the shell of individual egoism. Sanyas and 
moksha became exclusive social ideals. Other 
worldliness ruled supreme in the intellectual 
and moral realms which left this world to the 
tender mercies of the aggressor; the beast of 
prey who was closer to nature. 

Moral philosophy should construct an ideal 
of life that should help us how to make the best 
of life, harmonising all values and not deny 
them altogether (neti, neti, negation) and 
shrinking from hardness. 

We should, like Plato, have the courage and 
honesty to revise our traditional ideals in terms 
of reason. 

\Ve need not for instance defend the conduct 
of Sri Rama in sending Sita in pregnant condi
tion to the forest just to please unthinking 
ignoramuses like a washerman critic. Moreover, 
even if he wanted to abandon her, why should 
the poor innocent lady be sent to the forest and 
left there alone? She could have been left in a 
house in the capital city? 

Also it is not necessary to defend Sri Rama in 
his treacherous action in killing Vali by shooting 
at him from behind a tree all unknown to him. 
This is unwarrior-like and indefensible. A 
vedantist defends this action- as being motivated 
by the fear that if he challenged him in open 
fight, Vali might surrender and it would then 
become his duty as a kshatriya to save one who 
surrenders! And he had promised Vibhishana to 
kill Vali beforehand; This is to defend one 
wrong by another! 

The right procedure is to admit the wrong 
done to Vali by Rama as part of his diplomacy. 
It was the price he had to pay for the friendship 
and help of Vibhishana and his hosts in invading 
Lanka. The end justifies the means, if the end 
is good and necessary. 

These are only instances. 
It is high time that a thorough spring clean

ing of traditional morality is undertaken and 
new rational ideals of conduct and types of 
character, national and individual. are construct
ed as part of nation-building in the era of inde
pendence. 

THE INDIAN LIBERTARIAN 

THE l\URAGE OF COl\11\IUNIST RIFT 

"The dream of a communist rift is another mirage to-

wards which romantic eyes are directed from New Delhi. 

Khrushchev has spoken out pretty decisively that this rift is 

not going to be. As two are needed for any quarrel, with-

out his participation there can be no real battle in communist 

camp, even if that poss'bility be at all relevant for the Sino

Indian problem. Nor are the recent difficulties of Western 

Powers and their mutual differences of any use or consequenca 

for us, however interesting they may be to the international 

observer. Other people's difficulties may be a kind of vulgar 

consolation for those who are in trouble, but such satisfacti::m 

is neither noble nor wise, nor at all helpful in the direction of 

easing our problems. Our road is plainly indicated. The way 

down to Peking is easy as it slopes down, but it leads to peril 

and dishonour." 

8 

-C. Rajagopalachari. 

'Hindi is not inevitable', 
Says C. R. 

Madras, April 16-In an exclusive inter
view on the Languages Bill, Mr. C . . Rajagopala
chari told the Hindustan Times: "I see no good 
in arguing with a public and a leadership that 
wish by hook or crook their mothertongue to 
become the official language of administration 
all over India and the medium of study and of 
examinations so that the entire administrative 
machinery may in due course of time become 
their instrument for fully achieving their pur
pose. 

"I entirely agree with Mr. Frank Anthony 
in what he told Parliament." 

'\V e must give up the notion that Hindi 
is inevitable and unite all our efforts to oppose 
and resist injustice. If we admit the ultimate 
inevitability we have necessarily to admit im
mediate steps for graduallly reaching tl1e goal 
as quite fustifiable. 

"'V e should not,- therefore, presume that 
it is inevitable. If we allow tlwt we stand 
defeated even nou5:" 

"If the Prime Minister and his Government 
weakly yield to folly and demagogic pressure 
they would be abetting disintegration of India 
and splitting of our motherland into Hindi and 
non-Hindi. The neutral and international 
medium of English will alone sustain and 
nourish unity, enlightenment and peace." 



A. I. C. C. AT SEA 
(By 1\1. N. THOLAL) 

OPENING the session of the All-India Congress 
Committee, the Congress President, D. Sanji

vayya, reaffirmed the determination of the 
people to recover "every inch of territory illegal
lv occupied by Chinese aggressors". He said 
there could be no surrender to aggression and 
the Chinese invaders had to be driven out from 
our sacred soil. What some far-sighted people 
are worried about is not the determination of the 
people but the determination of the Government, 
as evidenced by the measures it is adopting to 
recover "every inch of our territory". For, it is 
the determination of the Government that really 
matters and not the determination of an igno
rant people who are easily misled. Had the 
determination of the people been the decisive 
factor, the Chinese would not have succeeded in 
their October invasion. 

An appeal for unity is all right, even though 
unnecessary, for barring some Communists 
there is unity in the land against the Chinese. 
But the Congress President in appealing for 
unity struck a discordant note. "Unfortunately", 
he said, "I have come across certain Congress
men who have not completely expressed them
selves in favour of certain fundamental policies 
of the Congress, and whose behaviour is such 
that would not enhance the prestige and hopour 
of the Congress." And he threateningly added, 
"We have taken serious notice of this.". Appa
rently the prestige and honour of the Con
gress is dearer to him than the pres
tige and honour of the country, for the 
sake of which certain Congressmen have 
f~iled miserably. Surely those fundamental poli
Cies of the Congress do not constitute its creed 
that the Congress President should dictator-like 
threaten those who differ from them? 

It is a sad commentary on the patriotism and 
rectitude of Congressmen that they do not have 
the courage to speak out boldly what is in their 
hearts, for fear of offending the Leader. It is a 
continuation of the Gandhian era which led to 
the division of the country, and makes one seri
ously doubt the capacity of the Congress to face 
up to the task of confronting it. Indeed, except 
for 1\fr. Hanumanthiya's contribution, the whole 
debate was unrealistic and hollow in the extreme 
and it seemed as if the debaters had been set 
their tasks-in any case they knew what their 
role was-and they did what they could to the 
best of their poor ability, without their hearts or 
eYen their minds in it. 

~lr. Morarji Desai said the Chinese perhaps 
thought that since India was wedded to peace 
and non-violence, it would never try to meet 
aggression by force and that they would be able 
to get away with what they desired. Surely the 

Chinese knew what happened in Kashmir when 
-we· gained our independence. Surely they had 
heard of Goa also, proof positive of our non-vio· 
lence. Instead of thus bamboozling his audience 
he would have been nearer the mark if he had 
said the Chinese new the state of our unprepared
ness to face a massive invasion, even though we 
knew the Chinese were massing their forces on 
our border. Of course he could not say that, 
because it would have been an indirect con
demnation of our policy of non-alignment as well 
as of the Government, of which he is such a 
shining light, responsible for the unprepared
ness. 
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As if he had that guilty idea in mind, he 
said, "\Ve are going to make our armed forces 
fully capable of throwing out the aggressor from 
our territory." That is the crux of the question: 
whether within the time at our disposal or the 
period he envisages, our armed forces will be 
able to throw out the aggressor from our terri
tory. For, the aggressor also, according to the 
Prime Minister's own version, is strengthening 
his position by further massing of troops on our 
borders. We should not talk as if the Chinese 
had gone to sleep after the October-November 
invasion, but yet such silly unpatriotic talk, 
implicit in our talk of strengthening our armed 
forces, is absolutely necessary to bolster up thP 
tottering non-alignment, and that is why it is 
being indulged in by almost all Congress leaders. 

"Non-Alignment Cannot Fail" 

The strength of the Chinese Army is no 
secret and to face that stern reality cannot by 
any means be described as spoiling the morale of 
the country or its armed forces. On the other 
hand, to accept Mr. Desai's resolve and its 
ability to accomplish the task without massive 
external aid may well be called complacency, 
which brought about the October invasion. For 
nearly thirty years we heard that non-violence 
cannot fail and now for some years past we have 
in effect been hearing that non-alignment can
not fail. Even after non-violence failed succes
sively, we went on hearing from our great Lead
er, "Non-violence cannot fail". Similarly ever 
after non-alignment has failed, we go on hear
ing from our great Leader and his apparently 
devout followers that non-alignment cannot fail. 

If non-alignment has not failed, why did it 
take such a long time for the AICC to meet after 
the October invasion? \Vas that invasion an 
insignificant event? Had the Congress Presi
dent and Secretaries gone to sleep or were order
ed sleep by the present Super-President of the 
Congress? (Nehru called Gandhi the Super
President of the Congress. and he is truly his 
successor). \Vere the Congress leaders afraid 
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that. if the session were held soon after the in
vasion, the failure of non-alignment would be 
too fresh in public memory for them to deny it 
even a semblance of plausibility? \Vas not the 
session postponed for such a long time in the 
interest of the policy of non-alignment-until 

in fact they came to the conclusion that the main 
lesson of the October invasion had been foraot
ten? Will it be treachery on the part of any ~ne 
to say that the Chinese leaders are also like 
Mr. Desai, saying among themselves that' they 
are going to make armed forces fully capable of 
dealing with our increased strength on the 
border as they did with whatever there was of 
it in October last? 

Coming from a region most likely to be 
affected, Mr. K. C. Pant on the same day in Par
liament said the people in the U. P. hill district~ 
"living directly under the snout of the Chinese 
dragon" naturally felt concerned over the report
ed massing of Chinese troops barely four miles 
beyond the border. The thickly populated hill 
areas on the northern borlder must be defended 
effectivelly, he said, and India should hit the 
Chinese lines of communications in Tibet rather 
than abandon the Himalayas to them, should a 
situation arise when the choice lay between 
these two courses of action. Was not, Mr. 
Anthony asked in Parliament on the same day, 
the decision to deny even the minimum tactical 
air support to the troops in NEFA taken at the 
highest political level? Of course it was and for 
the best of reasons, and these reasons Mr. Pant 
entirely ignores when he says that India should 
hit the Chinese lines of communications in Tibet 
rather than abandon the Himalayas to them. 
And Mr. Pant has got to ignore them because he 
has made up his mind to support the policy of 
non-alignment which makes for our aerial weak
ness and disabled us from giving tactical air 
support to the troops in NEFA. Let us feel like 
our countrymen on the border. Let us put our
selves in their place and see what it feels like. 
Let us then put our hands and hearts and say, 
If we can, "Non-alignment is the best course for 
us." The trouble with us is that we do not feel for 
our own countrymen, that those of us who are 
at a distance from the border can talk of non
alignm~nt with the assurance that by the time 
the Chmese reach our homes the American will 
be upon them. That is the extent of Congress 
patriotism indirectly and inadvertently unmask
ed by Mr. Pant. 

The Question 

It is true we are getting aid under non-align
ment. \Ve shall get more aid under it, but the 
question today is, not whether it will make our 
armed forces fully capable of throwing out the 
aggressor at some future date, as Mr. Desai put 
it, but whether it has made our armed forces 
fully capable of repelling invasion that may 
come at any time now. He will be a bold man 
who answers that question in the affirmative, 
and if the answer is in the negative, as it must 
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be, in view of our Prime Minister's request to 
the USA for air cover, then our non-alignment 
has been a failure. To hope that it may yet 
succeed is to put the nation's future in jeopardy 
and it is no part of wisdom to take chances with 
a country's security. There should be no element 
of doubt where our security is concerned. All 
that is being said is that we are better prepared. 
That "better" may not be enough to prevent the 
Chinese advance. It obviously is not, otherwise 
something more satisfactory would have been 
claimed than "better" preparation. It reminds 
me of a fellow-student who was always better 
prepared for the forthcoming examination than 
he was for the last one in which he got plucked. 

We should not be found napping again. We 
should not be found living in a world of our own 
creation, happy as that world for the moment 
seems. And yet, except in the speech of Mr. 
Hanumanthiya, there was at the AICC session 
no awareness in any one else's mind of the clear 
implications of non-alignment in the context of 
the expected Chinese invasion, or of our attempt, 
if and when it comes, to throw the Chinese out of 
our territory. 

Mr. B. Patnaik, Chief Minister of Orissa, 
said he did not understand why it was neces
sary to reiterate the policy of non-alignment 
time and again when it had been clearly accept
ed by the Party and was understood by every 
Congressman. It is true that it has been clearly 
accepted by the Party but the reason for reiterat
ing it obviously is that those who form the Party 
doubt the efficacy, as they did decades ago the 
efficacy of non-violence, for which reason Gandhi 
had to emphasise its efficacy every day. Mr. 
Patnaik said the country should be prepared to 
meet the Chinese challenge "even if there is n'l 
United States or no Soviet Union to help us, and 
even if we are to be occupied for a quarter of a 
century." That should be our approach, Mr. 
Patnaik frankly said. What makes him think 
the Soviet Union can help us against China? 
There, however, is where the difference lies. 
The average Indian, and even the ·average Con
gressman is not prepared to see the country 
occupied for a quarter of a century, a proposition 
admittedly implicit in non-alignment. Does he 
think India will be able to free herself after the 
Chinese occupation of the country for 25 years? 
For Mr. Patnaik and most Congressmen Mr. 
Nehru and his doctrines come first and the 
security of the country is something to be 
gambled with. - -

A common debating trick when reasons are 
lacking is to exaggerate beyond recognition the 
stand of the opponent and then ridicule it. Mr. 
Patnaik again carried away the palm when he 
said it was wrong to think that "at the first stress 
we fly into somebody's lap and then go to sleep". 
A wag would be inclined to retort "Fly into 
somebody's lap while you can," but Mr. Patnaik 
would apparently prefer to fly into somebody's 
lap after a quarter of a century's occupation of 



the country by the Chinese. · He might, like 
Mahatma Gandhi, have added, "Ultimately we 
·shall emerge victorious. What are a few cen
turies in the cycle of time?" He seems in fact 
to be a serious rival to Jaya Prakash Narain, for 
he said, "We must have the guts and determina
tion to remain free, otherwise, to use the least 
harsh words, we are not yet free and not fit to be 
free." These are words born of great expecta
tions but here unwittingly he declares his com
plete agreement with the Chinese who want to 
liberate India. His was indeed an outspoken 
performance from a joyful, hopeful heart, but 
what makes one wonder is that all these fervent 
devotees of non-alignment did not even clap 
their hands to show the warmth of their attach· 
ment to non-alignment. That should induce one 
to think they are only paying lip service to the 
cause, lest they are found lagging behind in the 
race for favours from the Bestowers of ALL 
Gifts. 

Congressmen should have an anthem of 
their own addressed to Nehru. It may be adapt
ed from the British anthem: 

Thy choicest gifts in store 
On us be pleased to pour. 
Long may you rule 
On all those whom you fool ..... . 

That the race is on is clear from what passed 
between Messrs. Desai and Jain. Mr. Ajit Prasad 
Jain said he was a little surprised to find that the 
mover of the resolution, Mr. Desai, had perhaps 
by chance forgotten to say anything about the 
reiteration of the policy of non-alignment made 
in the resolution. In the course of his reply to 
the debate Mr. Desai more than made up for 
the unpardonable lapse by declaring, "We can
not have unity even at the cost of non-alignment, 
as that unity will destroy the fabric of the 
country." This policy, he said, had been sup
ported, strengthened and popularised by Mr. 
Nehru. "Let us thank him,'' he said, "that he 
has taken up this policy in a very bold way." 
C.Cheers.) 

Many indeed are the suppositions on which 
non-alignment is based. Seth Govind Das said 
if India gave up non-alignment, it would hasten 
a world war. One would have thought if India 
gave up non-alignment the Chinese would desist. 
as they .desist from attacking small Taiwan and 
from occupying Quemoy and Matsu. If India 
joined the Western Bloc, he said Russia would 
completely side with China. What makes him 
think the present partnership is incomplete? 
China does not want soldiers and the rest is pro
vided by Russia, including bombers and missiles 
and submarines. Their maps show the identity 
of purpose outlined by their Prophet Lenin in 
famous maxim, "the way to London lies through 
Peking and China". Congressmen, he said, must 
prepare the people for any sacrifice necessary for 
defending the country's honour and integrity
except perhaps the sacrifice of non-alignment 
which alone can defend the country's honour 
and integrity. 

Tre Assam Chief Minister, Mr. B. P. Chaliha, 
did not want to be outdone by anybody. He said 
the Chinese aggression has given four new 
experiences to the country. One, a nation whom 
we thought to be our friend betrayed us, (The 
Swatantra Party deserved to be condemned for 

-having warned us against that nation). Experi
ence No. 2 is that we are not militarily strong 
enough to deal with such betrayal. No. 3-the 
policy of non-alignment which the country has 
been following is correct. Is it correct because 
we should not be militarily strong enough to 
deal with such betrayal? Experience No. 4-in 
order to be really strong we should accelerate 
not the military programme but the economic 
prograrr.me. So here we have the whole argu
ment for non-alignment in a nut-shell; the 
Chinese betrayal and our inability to deal with 
that betrayal! 

It is difficult to disagree with Mr. M. N. 
Bahuguna who said, "Non-alignment is some
thing inherent in the genius of the country". 
Mr. Bahuguna was very modest about his coun
try. Not non-alignment alone by everything that 
leads to the enslavement of the country is in· 
herent in the genius of the country, particularly 
the Hindus. Is it for nothing that we hold the 
world's record in slavery-slavery of a thousand 
years which Attlee in a fit of sentimental gene
rosity put an end to-despite the desire of the 
Father of the Nation to the contrary-in 1947? 
Our Prime Minister has boldly declared-all 
honour to him-that he would rather see the 
country overrun by the Chinese than give up 
non-alignment. 

1\ffi. NEHRU ALWAYS SillELDS THOSE WIIO 
BASK IN illS FAVOUR 

Speaking in the Lok Sabha on demands for grants for 
the Home Ministry, 1\lr. H. V. KAMATH, 1\I.P., attacked 
the· "somnolence, complacency and apathy" of Government; 
he also criticised the Government's misu-e of emergency 
powe_rs which, instead of sening to strengthen the nation, 
were being used to cover up the ~me "sloth, indolence and 
corruption" that had "tainted and stained iu e-;cutcheon in 
the days before the emergency". 

Jllr. Kamath also wanted to lcnow wh)' the administration 
was so eager to sl1il'ld its personnel u•hen they violated strict 
010rms of beha11iour. 

He referred to an incident where material from the draft 
address of the President to the Parliament leaked out much 
before the scheduled date. Mr. Kam~~tll alleged that tJ Cabin,.t 
Secrdary, rt•ho tJddressed tJ muting tJt the Institute of Public 
.4dministrtJtion on FebrUtJry 11, referred to the draft address 
of tl1e President and MJid it u·as 11 secrf't document till the 
18th Febru4ry, u•hen it u•ould be delivered. Then the oflici41, 
according to Mr. Kamath, quoted from the draft address to 
illustrate what he u•as saying. 

Pointing out that the Prime 1\lini-ter had shielded the 
Cabinet Secretary on this occasion, Mr. Kamath, said. "Mr. 
.Vehru has been in the habit of doing this since Jndepen· 
dence--5hielding his favouritn, his friends, those who baslt 
in his favour right from the days of the J~p Sandal." 
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SOCIALISM: A BARREN SYSTEM 
By LEONARD E. READ 

SOCIALIS:\1 depends upon and presupposes 
material achievements which socialism itself can 
never create. Socialism is operative only in 
wealth situations brought about by modes of pro
duction other than its own. Socialism takes and 
redistributes wealth, but it is utterly barren when 
it comes to producing wealth.l 

But first, let the terms of discourse be clari
fied. Socialism is state ownership andlor con
trol of the means of production. And democra
tic socialism is no less socialism than the auto
cratic variety. Socialism is just as surely state 
ownership andlor control of the means of pro
duction when installed by majority vote as when 
installed by a dictator. Socialism doesn't give 
a hoot how it climbs into the political saddle. 

Communism can be properly defined as the 
communalization by force of the product of all. 
Marx put it succinctly: "From each according 
to ability, to each according to need." There have 
been some 200 small-scale communistic experi
ments in this country, one of the first being the 
Plymouth Colony during its first three years. 
The production of every colonist was forcibly 
directed into a common warehouse and doled 
out by those in authority according to need. Free 
choice of what to do with the fruits of his own 
labor was denied the individual Pilgrim. 

In what respect, then, do socialism and com
munism differ? As far as their mode of opera
tion is concerned, not at all. Bear in mind that 
Khrushchev and party refer to themselves as 
"communists," but that they call their nation 
the "Union of Soviet Socialist Republics." They 
know full well, and we should know, that social
izing the means of production and socializing 
the results of production are but two sides of 
the same coin, inseparable in practice. The 
state that controls production is going to control 
the distribution of what is produced; and the 
state that distributes the product must, event
ually, control its production. 

While there are meaningless differences in 
detail between fascism, communism, and social
ism, we must conclude that they are of the same 
warp and woof as the welfare state, the planned 
economy, Fabianism Nazism, and state interven
tionism: the application of state force to both 
the means and the results of production. And 
insofar as the policies of the New Deal, the Fair 
Deal, the New Republicanism, and the New 
Frontier socialize, or forcibly cammunalize, or 
plan production and distribution, then, to that 
extent they, too, exemplify the same collectivist 
principle. 

The Premise, in Two Parts 
Xow to return to my original assumption. 

Socialism depends upon and presupposes •ate
rial achievements which .socialism itself can 
never create. 

This accusation has two parts: (1) there has 
to be wealth before wealth can be socialized; 
and (2) socialism cannot create the wealth in 
the first place. 

With everyone's wealth at zero, there is no 
one from whom anything can be taken. Many 
of our Pilgrim fathers starved during the first 
three years of community communism because 
there was so little in the warehouse to dole out. 
Communism, or one of our numerous names for 
the same thing , the welfare state, presupposes 
the existence of wealth which can be forcibly 
extorted. Is this not self-evident? 

There remains, then, only to show that so
cialism-the planned economy-cannot give rise 
to the means of production; that is, state owner
ship andlor control of the means of production 
cannot create the wealth on which state welfar
ism rests. 

State Socialism 
State socialism is authoritarianism; that is, it 

rests on coercive force. There is no socialistic 
act in this country, or in Russia, or anywhere 
else, that is not backed by the police power of the 
state. If anyone has any doubt about this, let him 
refuse to pay his share of subsidies to farmers, or 
of TVA deficits, or of our governmental gifts to 
other socialistic governments, or whatever. The 
penalty for noncompliance is severe, indeed. 
This, or the threat of it, is coercion, pure and 
unadulterated! 

The idea I am trying to develop will not 
make sense to any person who does not fully 
grasp the fact that all state action rests on force 
or the threat of force. Coercion is government's 
essential and distinguishing ingredient. The 
distinction between you as an agent of govern
ment and you as a private citizen is that as an 
agent of government you have the constabulary 
back of you: issue an edict, and I obey or take 
the consequences. Lose the backing of the con
stabulary and you are restored to private citizen
ship: issue an edict, and it has no ~ore force 
than a chamber of commerce resolutiOn, and I 
do as I please. 

Even if every citizen is in agreement with 
a particular law, the law still has the police 
force to support it. Government is law backed 
by force; this is government properly defined. 

An Illusion of Productivity 
Socialism, we must admit, gives the illusion 

of being productive. The productivity, howev~r, 
exists in spite of socialism, not because of 1t. 
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The productivity originates in the free, creative Coercion only diverts the dollars from owner use 
energy which· ignores or escapes socialism's · re- and puts them to state use. If, as predicted, 

. pression; that is, which oozes through or around putting three men on the moon will cost $20 
socialism's smothering blanket. In England fol- billion. to $40 billion, then that much freedom of 
lowing the Napoleonic Wars, and in the United choice will be destroyed. This enormous par
States under the NRA and the OPA, legal re- tion of our productivity will be socialized. The 
strictions blanketed large areas of production people are coercively relieved of their individual 
and exchange. But note this: neither country's - choices in order to permit a single choice, exer
socialistic decrees were entirely obeyed. In cised by whoever heads the socialistic regime. 
each instance there were gross violations of so- Authoritarianism is forcibly substituted for in
cialism, with the result that the people managed dividual liberty. What we witness here is a 
to live. Such material well-being as there was diversionary process accomplished by police 
appeared to come from socialism. It actually action. , 
came, however, from free, creative energy which ' 
for obvious reasons, was more or less hidden The Forgotten l\lan 
and unpublicized. 

Numerous other distractions help to hide 
socialism's essential sterility. For instance, we 
observe that many government schoolteachers 
act no less creatively than do teachers of private 
schools. Scientists in the employ of govern
ment have inventive experiences, as do inde
pendent scientists and those in corporate em
ploy. TVA, a socialistic enterprise, produces 
electrical energy of the same quality as that 
from an investor-owned plant. Agents of the 
state and private citizens more or less look alike, 
dress alike, behave alike. We choose our friends 
as often from one set as from the other. Meet
ing a ·stranger, one could not tell to which cate
gory he belongs. 

·what Really Happens 
If we would properly evaluate the effect of 

coercion, with its absolute absence of creative
~ess, we should have to disregard these distrac
tions. We need to recognize that it is not the 
government schoolteacher who exercises the 
three types of coercion implicit in socialistic 
education: (1) compulsory attendance (2) gov
vernm~nt-dictated curricula, and .(3) the forcible 
c?llectwn of tha wherewithal to pay the school 
bill. Furthermore, we rarely feel any coercions 
simply because we meekly obey the laws backed 
by force; that is, we do send our children to 
school, we do not prescribe our own curricula 
:ve do pay the tax bill. But refuse to acquiesc~ · 
m any one of these three phases of compulsion 
and see what happens! 

.The. scientist employed by the state, trying 
to figure out how to put three men on the moon 
exercises no ~oercion. The coercion is applied 
to the collectiOn of the funds which pay him to 
work as a f:ee agent. He will work just as free
ly, as creatively, regardless of how his salary is 
collected .. A billion dollars, whether garnered 
~t t~e pomt of a gun or voluntarily donated, is 
m either case a billion dollars. A dollar extort
ed or a dollar freely given is still a dollar with 
a dollar's purchasing power. ' 

In the absence of socialism's coercion each 
doll.ar would be used in accord with its 0\:_'Iler's 
ch<;nce, to buy food or clothing, to educate the 
children, to take a vacation, to buy a sailboat. 

We will go astray in our analysis of this 
complex process unless we examine coercion at 
one of its points of impact-for instance, the 
impact on the citizens who are forced to foot the 
bills. Let's, then, ask ourselves this question: 
Is the extortion of your income (in order that 
another may have the say-so as to what it will 
b.e spent for) a creative act? Does it mak any 
difference to what use the other will put it? 
Charity, relief, moon shots, or whatever? Does 
it make any real difference whether or not the 
other is a person or a collective? Is this extort
ion in itself creative? There is no rational, 
affirmative answer to these questions. Extor
tion-coercion-is destructive. It destroys your 
freedom of choice! Coercion, by its nature is 
destructive. ' 

Misdirection of Resources 

vVe now come to the most important point 
in this thesis: True Mr. Big, or the head of any 
other socialist state can, with the money he has 
obtained by diverting funds from producers' use 
t? his owl?- use,. induce creative action along the 
lines of h1s chOice. But observe where this au
thoritarian process channels creative energies: 
it ·puts genius at work on questionable if not 
downright evil ends! Let us remember that not 
all. genius i~ employed o.n the side of the angels. 
Is 1t not plam that creative energies can be turn
ed to destructive ends? Do we need any more 
proof of this than the amazing ingenuity that has 
brought about the most destructive force ever 
devised by man? But putting aside the H-bomb 
and such miraculous and fascinating follies a~ 
orbiting monkeys and men around our earth, re
f!ect on the countless economy-destroying pro
Jects that result from man lording it over his 
fellow men. 

I began this paper with the resolve to de
monstrate that .sociali~m depends upon and pre
~upposes matenal achievements which socialism 
Itself can_not create, that ~oci~lism is producti
vely stenle. But after thmkmg it through, I 
must confess that my affirmation can be proven 
only to those persons who see the long-ran"e 
effects of present actions. "' 

--Condensed from The Freeman. 
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Book Review 
Freedom and Historv by Professor H. D. Lewis, 

The Uni,·ersity ~f London. George Allen and 
Unwin, London, Pages 3'1-t 42s. 1962. 

Proft"'-.or Lewis is now the editor of the famou< serie-; of 
original phil~phical works started m·er half a century :l£0 

under the name of The Library of Philoo;oph~· b~· the late 
Pmfe-or J. H. !\fuirhead who attained a leading position 
among ideali<t philosophers inheriting the mantle of Anglo
Hegelian (Craeco-Christian) tradition in Eropean philo<;Ophy. 
The libra~· now fitly bears his name in recognition of his 
long and demted service to philosophy. Professor Lewis 
r.untinue~ the catholic tradition of his predecessor. 

The \·olumc under review entitled Frudom and History 
c;omi~ts of several essays. reviews and addresses of Profes'iOr 
Lcwi~ publi,hed o\·er several years and now brought together 
in one mlume. They display a distinct unitary outlook and 
bear signs of being integral parts of a complete philosophy 
or human lire from the standpoint of the highest nines of 
rulture and religion. 

The bulk of them are concerned with the issue of free
dom. They are weighted 1\'ith infonned anxiety for the 
future of \\'estern ch·ilisation (as such) ,.i'-a-,·is the challenge 
of communi~t totalitariani<m to free nations and the free 
way of life e\·ery...·here. He is acutely aware of the m·erall 
drh·e of social and psychological forces in contemporary 

· thought (in the sciences and the humanities) towards a me
chanisation of outlook ignoring the note of inward freedom. 

He devotes several chapters to the thought of T. H. 
Green and Rousseau to wow how 11n inadequate individua
lism pa"'se' into a false collecth·ism in their thinking. The 
general will gets confused with collective herd consciousness 
in which indi,·idual thinking is lost. In one later chapter he 
re,·iews a book by Barbara Wootton which as usual in present 
thought 0\·er-strcs..o;es the role of the em·ironment in the 
incidence of crime and mmtmtses the element o( in
dhidual respon<.ibility and freedom This, he thinks. 
is a characteristic defect of the modern temper, which 
is also t~')>ically exemplified b~· Marxism which issues 
in economic determinism. The experience of communist 
countriC! does not bear out this ,·i;;ion for even without the 
re~ponsibility for making one'< living on one's own and with 
a ,;ecure Ji,·ing pro,·ided by the State, we find juvenile delin
quency becoming quite a problem and indh idual irresponsi
bility a fearful social puzzle, hudreds being executed every 
year for disregarding socialist property. 

Christian theology emphasio;es the importance of history 
fnr the de<tiny of man, for Cod rnealed Himself in a uniqile 
ren:lation and incarnation at a point of time and '\\'ill reap
pear at a point of time to ~tablish a kingdom of Cod on 
earth. l'thi\ is supposed to gi\·e a social goal to history, a 
far-off di,·ine event to which the ,.·hole creation moves. St. 
Augu.~tine sketched a political theory of the City of Cod in 
this l'Ontext. To this is affiliated a 'IOCial hope of an "earthly 
paradise," a perfect societ~· on earth in the future to he 
l.le\·doped by the historical processes of nations, remlutio'ls 
and emhniona~· reform<. To promote this social end is 
good; to obstruct this is ball. Marxism ha~ its own dialectical 
Hr.ion of this social meliorism. Prof~<Or I.C\\·is llevotes 
!1('\'eral chapters to a considention of the implication§ for 
frffdom of a ~ne philosophy of history. 

-.'\1. A. J'~kata Rao. 
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Gleanings from the Press 
1\'EHRU'S SENSITIVENESS TO PARTYMEN'S 

WRO~G-DOIXG WEARL"'G AWAY 
It is ~d to note that the P:'\1 h now inclined to explain 

allegations based on documented evidence of corruption of 
Congres< minbters as just another strategv of anti-Congress 
critidsm. His scnsith·eness to wrong-doing on the part of 
his panymen. as I obsen·cd with pain a couple of ":ceks ago. 
is wearing away. These gifts from managing agents of com
panic; are not gifts but are the material gains of intimida
tion and illegal (a,-ours. In the simple terms of our old 
Penal Code these collections amount to niminal intimidation 
or bribery. The purpose for which the money obtained was 
to be tN:d is irrelennt, be it election purposes or even th~ 
most saintly and pious cause< conceivable. The crime which 
a person in authority, or in a position to use auLhority, com
mits by using or offering or threatning to u<e such amhority 
in famur of or against a person in order to obtain a 'gift', 
be it for whate\·er purpose, is clearly <lcfined in the Indian 
Penal Code. No learning or government rules are neCflcd 
to supplement the provisions of this scientifically drafted 
code. lllat this crime was widely and openly practised makes 
no difference either. The authority gi,·en by Parliament to 
managing directors to gi\·e away company funds does not 
modify or mitigate the offence of the mini'>tcr, or official, who 
presumably used hi~ position of authority to get the custorl· 
ians of the company's fund to part with it. A callus is deve
loping rapidly which is fatal to good go,·ernment and demo
cracy. 

'Ilhat persons belonging to Opposition parties make a 
great noise about these things, only proves the public utility 
of Oppo,ition parties. It does not make the acts less criminal. 
These donations obtained by the party in office make a tre· 
mendous block in the way of fair elections· and converts de· 
mocracy into a marionette of the Congress moneybag clientele. 

-C. R. in 'SIV:fRA]l'A' 

News & Views 
KENNEDY SUGGESTS GREATER AID TO INDIA 
W ASHI:-o;CTO:S. 

President Kennedy asked Congress for 4.5:15 million 
dollars in foreign aid during the fiscal year beginning July 
next-596 million dollars more than the figure appropriated 
by Congre~s for the current year. 

The President began his message with the famous quota· 
tion from Milton: "Peace hath her victories no less renown· 
ed than war." and said : 

"No peacetime ,·ictory in history has been as far-reaching 
in iL'i impact nor has served the cause of freedom so well as 
\ictories scored in the last 17 lears by this nation's mutual 
defence and assistance programmes. 

• ·These \'ictori~ ha\·e been in the main quiet instead of 
dramatic. 'llbeir aim has ~n not to gain territories for the 
l:nited State~. for support in the Cnited Nations, but to 
presene freedom and hope and to pre•-ent tyranny and sub
nrsion in dozens of key nations all o\·er the world." 

Mr. Kennedy noted the success of the Cnited States aid 
efforts in Turke\' and Greece in saving them r~pcctivcly 
from "the SO\·iet external aggression and the CommuniSt 
internal sub,·ersion" as also the success of threat made plain 
b•- the Chinese attack on India last fall may require addi· 
t~nal effons on our part to help bolster security of this 
crucial area." 



MISSILES FOR BORDER, FITERS IN PLAINS 
- WESTERN AID PLAN 

The Hindu,tan Times Corrc,pondcnt reports from 
\\'a-h~ng10n rhat a dearer picture is now available of the 
stratq,:ic framework within which Anglo-American assistance 
may be al'ailable for India's air defence. 

The main guidelines are reported to hal'e been approv
ed by · V .S. Defence Secretary 1\l<;\;amara and Britain ·s 
Ddencc Minister Peter Throncycroft in London with details 
concerning the quantity and equipment to be negotiated in 
consultation with the Indian defence team arri\'in<r here on 
Monday. 

0 

Basically, the Anglo-Amerit:an plan em·isages different 
forms of proteuion for the belt of mountainous and sub
mountainous territory adjoining the Tibetan border and the 
rest of the country. · • 

l~he 'trategic centres in the border zone would he 
guarded by ground-to-air missiles_ ~ereas-·possiblc targets 
deeper in the plains would be under fighter cover. 

The \\'Lslern assistance would take the form of ground
to-air and air-to-air mi~siles,_ J;adar ~nd cnmmuni1 ation equip
ment and to inueasing the- number rather than impro\'ing 
the type of aircraft in IAF serl'ice. 

* * * 
SUPER TAX IS EXffiA BURDEN 

_SAYS LONDON Tll\IES 
LONDON, 

The Times today critidsed India's new super profits tax 
as an additional burden. 

ll 'said the new burden wa' "bound to make forci~n 
firms in India think twice bdore going ahead with any 
further expansion." 

An editorial headed "Indian tax on effiriency" in this 
llldcpt·ntknt daily. said that company ta'l:ation in India was 
already at a hi~h level. · 

Two partimlar parts of the budget of six weeks ago 
were t·ausing concern in the business wo.-ld-thc super pro
fits tax and the new re,trictinn on the \'aluc of individual 
emoluments which could be set against company taxation. 

OBJECTION 
The llimes obJcrtcd that the new tax would fall most 

heavily on the most efficient firms and that it would parti
cularly penalise new firms in the initial stages of growth
a time when tll<'V would nonllallv want to retain a hiot1cr 
proportion of thc.ir caming-s. Th~ estates too would be b~dly 
hit, it added. 

llhe newspaper said the need for the se\'erity of the 
lmlian budget wa' not in dispute. The wst of the dcfem·c 
l'ffort aga_i•ht China had already opened a l;trge gap between 
revcnnt' and expenditure. 

It saitl all sections of the community should be expet'lcd 
to share the extra burdens. But the Indian authorities 
would be well athiscd to consider whether the super profits 
lax proposals might not be against the longer tenn intetTsts 
of the Indian cwnomy, it addt.--d. 

The paper pointt.'ll out : "If the extra defence effort is 
not to siUltify the l'l1ird fi\e-\'car Phn, dependence on 
fnn•ign ai,J is hound to incn·ase ratht•r th;m diminish." 

* . * * 
A~TIIO:\JY DENOUNCES LANGUAGES BILL 

;\;F\\' DEl.III. April 15. 

• Mr. ft·ank Anthony, M.P., totlav ~u~esteJ that the 
Otlicial l.anguagL'S Bill should be cir~ulatt.od at least to the 
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non-Hindi speaking lcgi,laturcs for their opinion before it 
is sought to be passed. · 

In a statement l\lr. Anthony said it wou!tl appear from 
lobby reports that the GO\·ernment propoo;ctl to n~>h throunh 
the Bill in a week's time. This, in his , icw, woulll be :n 
"unpardonable imposition" on the non-Hindi ipeaking 
people. 

An immediate disastrous effect of the implimcntation ~>f 
the Bill, he said, woulLI be the upseuing of the whole .em· 
ploymcnt pattern. 

"While, at present, the Hindi speaking canditlatcs· lillll 
~t difficult to compete with those fwm the non-Hindi speak· 
mg States, the implementati(>n of this measure will gh·e an 
interesting monopolistic stranglclwld to the mo't infcrior 
candidates merely because of the accident of their knowing 
Hindi." lllr, Anthony said. 

. * . * * 
l\IR. NATH PAl l\l.P'S FLING AT SYSTEMATIC 

PRUN_ING OF DEFENCE :MINISTER 
CHA WAN'S POWERS 

~lr. Nath l'ai in his spet'Ch in the Parliament during the 
Budget Session said: ''there was no strategy. !l;o sooner had 
Mr. Chann come here. efforts were made to prune !tis 
winp;s. "Tile Defence lllinislcr /ws been ctrg;·d, cubincd aud 
cri j1 J>lt•d''. 

He referred to the \ita\ aspects of the ('.olomho proposal~. 
adding. "Is not the Defence Ministry concernc.J with this? 
Et•ct)'bocly ll'tls wllt·d t~•hen tile delt-gttlioll of the Colombo 
fwu•as were here. One ab:.cnce u•as that of ·the I>t>(ellc; 
lllinister". 

In the past 1\lr. Xath Pai J>ointed out, Defence was sub· 
onljnated to Extennl Affairs. "Toclay the time ba~ come 
when we should try to sec to it that Dcnlopmcnt, I~xtcrnal 

Affairs _and Dcfcn~e play in symphon~. 1'/tc old t•acoJiltoll 1 
wul dr.lcordallcc ""''' go 1'/ze stream must be i11tc· 
gralt'd and if a11ythillg /will Dcvdof.""C"I arul E.~terrw! 

tifftrirs mzut be su/Jordiuatt·d to llze requirements of the de· 
fence of ours corwtry and everything ~lse u·ill come aft a that." 

10-YEAR PLAN TO CHECK POPULATION 
GROWTII 

Al'RA:'\GAB.-\D. 
Mr. 1\1, D. Chaudhari,' 1\lahara,htra 's Heath 1\lini,rcr 

has sug~estcd a ten-~ear family planning. prograrmne for the 
State to tarkle the problem of population growth. 

. ~-he popl.tlation gr~\\th, he 'aid pte\CIIIed appredable 
unpro\'emcnt Ill the hnng 'tandards o{ the pc~•ple. 

1\lr. Chaudhari, who wa~ prc,iding mer the ~\eruh 

lllL'Ciing of the State family !'Ianning Board lll'rc, ~id that 
this prngr~mme might inn•h·e an expenditure or R~. :so 
cmrcs dunng the ten-lear period. 

The plan would c:m i'age greater cmpha-is on slerili~a· 
tion, fixing o( targets lo be adtic:H'd in cac1t di,trirt and lhe 
1nation of inccnti\es among the pc'l>plc throu:.:h education. 

He added that at the present rate or population growth, 
the total popul~tion in the State would be 4X8 lat-hs b~· I!Ji 1 
(as comt>areJ Wtlh ~<):; lakhs in 19tit ). 

By 191\1 it would ha'e rcadtt..od the fioo-lalhs mark. 
The tt·n-year family platming pr<>',.,"Tammc, he empha'i"-d 

airnt.od at n .... Ju,·ing the nrc or growth by !iO per cent. 

LIBERTAJUAN SOCIAL 1:'\STITUTE 
BA..'\GALORE. 

B.-\;\;G.-\LORE. April 1 ~: !'-lr. \', K. ;\;ar~'imhan adt.lrc\· 
sed the StU<ly cirdc !tketing on ";\;ational Enll-rgenq·." 
Pror. M. A. \'enlata Rao pre•itl...od. 

llay 1, 19G3 
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Ralph Borsodi, a former Chancellor of the 
University of Melbourne, Florida makes a p~~etrat
ing study of the conflicting ideas and ideals ·in· this 
book. The author maintains in this book that the 
decision that Asia will make between the Free world 
and the Communist world will decide the political 
future of mankind. In our present crisis arising out 
of war with Red China, this book should make 
interesting reading. 
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