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cra;y may be properly balanced. The shwnce of  a 
true opposition has led to thc rapid deterioration 

11gl1 II.>?CS I;.~ic.:n. In  IIII\ rn3ttcr. the nus\, pany 
u f  demucrac!, into a kind o f  1ota:itarianism. 

indy c!kim t.) 11l\'c in :iultc(l 3 >:rr.tt dcmoc:at~c 
Voices have been heard from all  quarters cl l l ing :,dvancc \rorthy u i  :rnI in all cuunir.es r ~ ~ l l y  be. 
i o r  a stronc opporltion and the new p l r ty  is sup- 

1 .~e\in:, i n  d:rnocri;y, .111;1 n3t ni l l ing ( 3  hc sub- 
plplnc a felt u,ant. 1:ctcd l o  u iorm ,)I cliclatorship I n  the n lmc of 

p.rt), dhclplin- \s i~ic:~ OILCII ~i: \ .cs  oiily t l ~ e  ambi. 
I'hi.: p3rty o r  rrcudom is further making a novel 

tlon o l  ind lv~r iu~ ls  c ~ r  groujx. 
cxpcriment in re\lrictlng diiciplinao' control over , 
party rnen~t-cr\ to cs\cnt l~ l  issues, giving freedom 
in hII othcr matters to vutc according to i nd i v idu l  'Il:e nent ln r tv  ‘lacs not t,clic\e t113r legi\Pativc 

opinion. This is not mere stratcgy to "net in" dic- c~~ inp l~ idon ,  :lr) nit?'c l i u n  th2 v~r?lc~)ce th l t  prr-  

cordant micrellane,>us element\ 3; at firs1 might ~.eded 3nd cntltronld Cdmnionism i n  cir lain c lun-  

appear. I t  i< really an ansu,cr 10 the constantly tries, r j n  canlrlbutc 181 true ,nr Parting human hap- 

expressed >ense o f  dl\s3tislacfion with pdrty rigi- plncss. Wc mu\t dqend on thc moral henie o i  rlle 

dity, and to thc complaint that i t  often amounts p:ople i n  ordur to equilise ai:i>a~ut dc,troying 

to 5tlpprrslon oi opinion and rulc by a minority frecdom. 

in the n3me of  a m ~ i , ~ r i l y .  A rn3iority i n  the ruling 
caucu~ can alw3ys. under present conditions, im- I r  nn).  be 111-t t l l ~ r ~ ,  hi;. rl ilrsc. nt~inbcr ~f p,.,~- 1 
p o ~  their 1ien.s on al l  and evcry h u e  i n  the Par- ple in our an<.cnt Isnd b l io  h ~ v c  n,,,.!, loit th~. 
liarncnt o f  the nation. u p i c i l y  to rr ipc~nd t.1 inoral ~ppr! l . ,  u t o  are 

~mper\.ious to thu call o f  Jhor,~~rr. I here h21.c bden 
The S\vatantra Pnny intends 1,) initiate a depar- cau\ej t h ~ t  l~ave braughr x h o ~ t  this st3te thing,. 

turc from thc usual practice o f  politic31 particy Hut this large number of bad and iucccs\ful men 
and, true t , ~  its name, give Sa,aranrra or f r t c d ~ m  of  llle \e,lrld sllould not hlind ds to tlic 1a;t th3t 
to its members to votc according to  their own con- ~n the hrgc m.iss, d l lnr~~i t r  ~1.11 rulcs .ind supports 
victioni and comaence on 311 but the party's our $ocicty. ' l i le millions t h ~ t  makc up our nation 
fundament?ls so that the decisions of l'rlrliumcnt are still motdrl and guiddtl hy their sense o f  
may on those issuc5 truly reflect the prevailing dIu7r111n and thc \,oice o f  thcir cunscicnc:. I f  the 
opinion, and not h t  ]u,i 3 replic3 the mxjority cynics who deny this uerc right, our soc.cty w ~ u l d  
opinion o f  the ruling part). or the fads o f  the have hroken down lung agd and p;rished. We 
ruling cllquc. I ihuuld lia\,c bccn l i c ~ r i n g  01 stdriatlon dc1111s in 

Ihousands cvcry dl).. li we l i k e  3 surviy o i  the 
Wlthout the inconveniences resulting from pro- num.rou, ch~ritable founrl~tiunr 2nd tru*tr that 

portional rcprcsental:on 2nd. in particular. thc in- ..vurk ilr s rnntter o f  ruutinu in lllc ct~untry and 
stability o f  ~ovcrilments formed under such a sys- .which serr. burn o f  a hense or' d l rorr~~a, w.thout 
tem. the reduction o f  \'oting in accordance with any kind o f  State compul\ion, we c ~ n  curc our 
whipc to the b3rest minimum, as proposed hy thc cynici\m 11 1111 1rrcfut3hl~ and :ihundlnt f-CIS. 'The 
Swtunlra P ~ r l ) '  \\'auld he a healthy example for charitable marives 2nd compulsions of the hedrt 
a!l parties. I f  follo\ved ,!enerally clr even hy the which prevallcrl in the d3ys srhcn tlicse trusts and 
morc import:lnt oncr amonx thc various pqrties, charil3hlc institu1:onc \!ere Ioundcd can prevail 
the freedan pi\.cn to members on all hut essential today, for \vc are the sdme peoplc after 311. 

15sucs would recult in go%crnment morc in accord- 
ance with the ideals o f  thu>c who conceived the "Thcre is na need far charity ul icn thcrc is 3n 
System o f  prt)portional representation and laid ohligation ; let the Swtc compcl". I hi. ih the slo- 

gan u f  the Socialirts. But i t  i.; forg,~ttcn that this 
4 wil l  lead :rres~stibly to total scrfdom. 
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The cynics are not right. Our society is still 
maintained by the inner law. The outer laws can 
touch hut the fringe of life. They deal with cfimi- 
nals and keep order going. Normal life does not 9 

depend on the laws. It depends on the moral coh- N. G. RANGA sciousness of people. This moral sense has not 
been effaced whatever changes may have taken 
place in the rituals and observances of forms. It is 
by dharma that society is sustained, Lokah dhri- ' 30 J h e s e r ~ e  Scimily ECQMQMZ~ 
Yale. It is on dharma we must build, and not on the 
sands of material motives and our capacity to 
satisfy them quickly and get votes to he in power. TWELVE years of Swaraj Government have 
The good seed is not lost. I t  is still there. We must brought to the fore certain dangers inherent in 
not ignore its availability. The soil also is good planned economy and the prevailing political 
and God will send us the rains. Let us not fail to atmosphere of Sovietism that has unobtrusively look after it. come to influence our planners and Government. 

Our friends of the Congress, who have come into 
power after long decades of striving and who 
have been enjoying it for so long without any 
effective fear of losing it, have fallen very much 
in love with it. So they have forgotten the historic 
evils and dangers of that power if allowed to go 
on making such inroads into the basic freedoms 
and rights of individuals, groups and masses, and 
have failed to have any second thoughts as to the 
dangers of its uncontrolled exercise. They have he- 
come so intoxicated with the use of these powers 
of the post-war State, augmented as they have 
been by the war-time legacy of controls, that they 
have mustered courage to seek to destroy the 

i very foundations of our social economy. I t  is now 
for all lovers of India's traditional family eco- 

I nomy, which has withstood many challenges from 
1 successive rulers, both Indian and foreign, to 

mobilise all their forces to arrest the mad rush 
towards Sovietism and destruction of every kind 1 of freedom and independence that gives any mean- 
ing to our existence as human beings. The Swa- 

1 tantra Party has come into existence to shoulder 
1 this sacred responsibility. 

We are being attacked as being people of yes- 
terday's thoughts by no less a person than Jawa- 
harlalji because we dare take up this challenge of 
the Congress to the fundamental rights and the 



individual from the controls of Statism and up- attain social and econo~ilic independence iri-espec- 
lifting of the personality of every human being. rive of Lhe personnel of the rulers. Whenever en- 
Ours is a challenge to the totalitarian tendencies croachments were sought to be made directly or 

indirectly by the rulers upon these individual and and dictatorial parties masquerading as Govern- 
ments which are threatening to overwhelm hnma- group freedoms, theere were revolts from the people 

concerned as well as others against the power of 
the rulers. The British Bill of Rights, the French 

This cause of Swatantra and the cry for Swa- and Ameerhan Charter of Natural Rights of Man 
tantra is an ageless one ; it is as old as society in came to take their shape, as a result of such re- 
its relations with its individual members and their volts and revolutions. We, of these two genera- 
groupings. From the days of our Rishis, long be- iious, have been through the past seventy years 
fore the age of Ramayana and Mahabharata of national struggle to achieve, once again, these 
down to the era of Socrates and Athenian demo- rights and freedoms from the encroachments made 
cracy, sages and statesmen were obliged to debate by British imperialism. And European peoples of 
and their peoples had to struggle with successive the Western and Eastern systems of government 
types of ru:ers, as to the nature and quantum of made connnon cause during the second world war 
Swatantra the people in their homes, associations to fight and defeat fascism. Those Europeans who 
and citizenship should achieve for their spiritual fought for freedom in their respeclive co!~nt-ies 
and material progress, consistent with the need were known variously as Liberals, Radicals, Re- 
for the state to assure (hem of the basic national publicans and Revolutionaries. In the inter-war 
:security, peaceful existence and social harmony. period, the champions of freedom came to orga- 
Plato and Aristotie argued from opposite sides nise themselves internationaily also and fight for 
over this essential question as to what should con- national independence and human freedom for 
duce most to the happiness of people; to give peopies of all countries and calied 1hemse:ves the 
more power to the State or lo allow more Swatantra anti-imperialists. Later on, they took up the role 
to the individual. The schoolmen of Europe of the of anli-fascists, during the second world war. Ever 
Middle Ages had to reconcile themselves to what since the Soviet powers have refused to accept the 
1s Icnown as pluralism in social structure in which United Nations Charter of Human Rights and be- 
various guilds of craftsmen and city corporations , gun to envelop countries after countries in Eastern 
were allowed to enjoy the freedom of corporate Europe and Asia with their sdocating communist 
organisations free from interference by the State. overcoats denying human rights and depriving the 

peasants of their holdings and self-emplo~yment 
In India, too, the conception and practice of and oppressing tl?e intellectuals and the profes 

dharma were evolved through several centuries sionals by opposing their freedom of thought, , 
and popularised through the didactic treatises, in- speech and writing, all freedom-loving people have 
cluding the popular Epics and Bhajan Songs, and : been obliged to face up to this challenge and fight 
kings, their ministers and the whole hierarchy of for the Swatantra of the Indian conception em- 
officials had come to accept it as tbeir inviolable bracing human rights and freedom and theinde-' 
code of conduct. According to that dharma, the pendence of people, as individuals and members 
rights and privileges of internal autonomy in al- of concentric circles of self-governing groups and 
most all social and economic matters of self-gov- associations. I t  does not need much display or 
erning guilds of craftsmen and professionals, and I heroism for rulers to retain power and expand 
panchayats of peasants and villagers were fully i their control over others. But to question their 
assured and respected and peasant proprietorship authority, arrest its expansion, to keep it under 
and craftsmen's economic freedom were accepted 
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I 1 '  I .  l p  n I u r  h,vc been 
l.,L~;rlc ant! >I..J i,: 11.c CK~.,~.>,~!I ,>f :t.e;r so kecn on rap:(] cconom.: <lev:lopmvlrt tlixt they 

:zr2,, kill, :,I,,..,!, t : ~ l l . x , ~ d . ~  JII I!X ~ i i ~ ~ r a l  ~ : i t l  :,lc>,nr.li tlrr.m\~l~u.; 1.) h' h)~p:lcllisccl hy tllc m q -  
p~ly,:;.~~ c,,uI.,+ 211,i I:IL.:~I:,.! sGt<r~!i:cs fruni ;;..- riltudc o i  Ill: rupee \ ~ I u e \  I): t !c  plan ckpcnd~ture 
.r.,~,::7* of W J I . C ~ > .  Tl~is 15 th: role Ill31 1112 n thr. nnt~onol hydro r:llcnies. iron & steel 
S\rlt.intr: Part" liac ivrnr t.,hcn up. 'l'llii is th: ~dantr, : I~cmlcl l  t%drk: and mnch~ne to.31 f~ctor i rs.  
.lll.cil,n i t  has chosen ro fultil. I t  i r  unf0rr.ln2t~ 51, 11:'). dld nor cure to pa). 1nu;ll .ttlention to 
<.,:,[ j~\\.i~l,,r..~Ij, , . l i~~u l~ l  :..k.%c lnistxkcn this I l ~ T d l :  \that .!~;~?zrr'd to he <lld-i:tic rhc<c, an avrar~sn 
I..'. :,nJ nsl.le nlls;i.:n i,,r 3 IOst CAU~C. 0 i  t l l ~ '  .)!id 0tt:rr 3ep~2ts ) f o u r  n3t !~nx l  life rn;orpar~t:d 
,,:::<tcrnth ccl:tur). l!.n<c<cr, \I: \hall cantinue 1,) <o c l c \ ~ r l y  1)). thc Planning Camrnis:or~ in thcir 
m..rcl xhc.~(i LIIIJL.~ 121. I-.atlcr4ii? o f  thr S\:.lkin- 3 ' ~ : .  Zflrha L ' / ~ C . I I . L I I , ~  (rcpart an the plan). N.,tv 
.r.? p.,r[y 2nd H.J]lii, n::Ir lhc iu l l  confident: tllaf [!:st the Pl?nning (:mncn~ssla)n h ~ s  bcgtrn to pi ic 
$,.r ~ I S , I , , ~  ~ 1 1 1  protc:r d : i c l  pr.:niote the ir~vdlu :orlcrct: ihxpe td \cvcrsl n i  llle chapters in 11; 
I It1:~an r,t.Ii!i, ~eli-emp!(yment and orht'r l i l ~ l e s  on agriculture. indu%tty and trade xnd the 
c?; .I :.nd ecanari~c irurdomi 2nd privileges o f  ('ali!!rr~s I'.trt). !!anted to toe the llllc thr,rug:i 
911r ili::5.e~. 'I,I~.; I. an 311-n.lrld cmbrac~ng ~no\'c- !I\ prepar~ary  rewlutl.~n st A\ad: 3 r d  ~ m r i t ~ a r  

:ind i t s  t;tea!.st N.qpur decl..rnti,,n\ ,,f [ l i e  pr:. 
!t i; ..llr,-rl,l~:j! :h:~t Tsa.:h.irl~ll~, w!lo h3s mnd.' p:lrntor? 5tcpr propt~\r.d I#, be t.xkcn to :n~ble th: 

;I.::, a dcl, q r t l~y  of tk: history of rhe\e frc:do~n Plann~ng C'omm..*:.111 to :lvc pr.i.11~~1 e ~ l ~ c t  tJ 
n:.ri.m;nts ~ n d  \,I.r, II:,~ pl:!c(l iu;h :xn imp~r t3n l  '!s scl~cmes, th31 I..rg ,:ctlons o f  our people hx,,< 
.J:: (11 r:lc I .  : i n  1nl,cri3ll~ln l l ld the !)c:un 12 r:..llrc rllc r:ll intcat~,,lls c,f t l ~ c  pl:lnnerr 
lixllt ;t:,:.ln>t inscls~i, ,ihnuld he rcp23ring h!s un- L ! I ~  their C;.,t-rnmznt. 

hi<lnricll cfiart*.j thnt th: inatlgur.ilion o f  this 
- :~ , \c~~lent  by the Sa:,t..~?~r.t !':.rty xnd the Kir311 \Vc h n ~ i :  n:,\:., t ! ~ ~ n k r  ta t i l e  U ~ g p u r  ehp~*~ittun. 
i:~iiini:l:~n jn1n21;s of the ninrlcenlli century. 'Thli :ha: Ihc Ctrngrcsi and the Planning C.,mmi\. 
.: ilic'rt:d the rn<..;t proprc:il\; ~ n d  the latest con- la on to(>, ~ Iepr i \c  our pe..\.~nfs oi their much. 

cherishe(l seli-employment. They tvxnt 11, i ndux  ~r.l?tl!!on I,, the ngeles llum.in \ t ru~s le  far free- 
d;,m and lndt,p,.rde~i:c against ;I?: cqu'll). illem hy dircct and .ndircct m~,3ns at the <l~,!x,,al 
etrr-rccurccnr manoeu; re< <if those in power over of tlie Government 13 a ~ c p t  the p o s ~ t . ~ ~ ~ ~  ,,f 
rlir 1:vt.i. freedsms and free acrociatlc~ns o f  rcoplc. rwge-earning memhcrs o f  co-operxtiie Llrming 

undcr the guise o f  tliu inrrn man3gemcnt.; hcing 
\Ye i r e  today ol,l:z:J to protert igaini t  the .?nenahle to thcir dcmocrs~~c c<introl. Tiley wln t  

5.r.1ct xppro~ch o f  our p lnr~ i?r ( .  'I'herc a :o deprive them or their pedrznt proprl:tor<hip 
.im:. ~ v i u i  1 for one u ~ l  much to promste the 2nd control 2nd u t~ l~>at ion o f  [heir l ~ o l d i n g .  They 
plan for tlie establishment o f  the Plann~ng Com- de~ire 10 exploit the need of pex\.int.; for the 
s!lls.,ian and for the nshing o f  the Nd:ion:tl x n i c e  co-<rperxt~ves to cxjole and coerce them 
Devclupment I'lan. Rut ncvcr did 1 #magin. tllar Into embracing co-operative farming. Stmilarly, 
rhc planners would try tu \uh\crt our n ~ r l t ~ n a :  ' k y  t \ i \h 181 ~ l r l n ,  rn~lllons o f  our :tr;:<an.; jnto the 
economy in such a manner xs to mike me e k p l ~ i n  cmhraceq o f  thc small factories ticd up however 
,:I I'arlixmunt, as I ttas obllzed l o  whrn thc Firrt loosel) to the er<~~r.ing large-wale economy an i i  
I::vc Ye.ir Plnn was presented, tlixr i t  was 3 pale c \~dcn t  hy  their plans to replace the whole of the 
tmitat~on o f  the Sosiet P l l n  and not 3t all rl Cian- hzndlsom a,cx\crs o f  msrc than onc crorc hy the 
dhi;ln plan. The Secolid Tlvc Yrdr Pldn made a ~ntroducrion o f  five l ikl is o f  pwvcr l,loms througl~ 
holdcr approach 1 1 1 m  I p2yint. l ip :he sug3rco:lred acavers' po\rer l.,.,ms c.,-opcrn- 
!>omage 11, the pl!nc pic. ,lf decentralisilcia~n 311d ' . \r.v. They i\3nt 3lro to relllace erare> 811 srn111 
the e;onomy of :otto:.e ,ndtistricc and peasant +3pht~cver, and llicir f.im:lv economy o f  trading 
~rc~prk tor51~ip .  '.., introduciiis st3te-controlled. rcsul3led Grr 
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owned grain shops (whether co-operative or 
otherwise), manned and supervised by so-called 
educated and qualified employees. All these evil 
possibilities have become patent only after the 

1 
Congress passed its Nagpur resolution. 

The people of our country do not approve of 
-, 

based on their family economy. This has been 
demonstrated through the nation-wide protests 
voiced from the platforms of the peasants, artisans 
and traders. The Swatautra Party has arisen as an Party as to what it positively stands for. Like 
answer to the challenge of the Congress and the the Pilate, they ask the question and do not wait 
Planning Commission to those precious liberties f ~ r  the answer. 
and freedom of the great majority of our nation 
to find self-employment and a modicum of social The ~watantra  Psrty stands, 6sst and foremost, 
security in the family economy in agriculture, for the restoration of freedom and democracy in 
cottage industries and trade. The Swatantra Party our country which the Congress is doing its best 
is the political champion of these peoples and their to undermine. We want to breathe freely. We want 
freedom-laden family economy. to possess and enjoy our earnings without govern- 

ment dictation. We want freedom to organise 
ourselves without bureaucratic direction. 

We want, in the words of Gandhiji, to 'feel that 
we are the makers of our own destiny'' a n d n o t  
clay to be moulded at  the will of the Congress 
supermen. We want independence which comes, as 
Gandhiji said, 'not by the acquisition of authority 
by a few but by the acquisition of the capacity by 
all to resist authority when it is abused.' Again, in 
his words, we want to 'educate the masses to a 
sense of their capacity to regulate and control 

The Cougress has lost the right to speak as a 

$ democratic body. It has reduced all. democratic 
processes to a farce. The Congress is no better 
than an inverted pyramid. Its annual session is a 
propaganda stunt like the regimented rallies in 
totalitarian countries ; even the services of cinema 
stars are being requisitioned to buttress itsattrac- 
tion. The delegates have only one function: to 

on the A.I .C.C.  resolutions. 

The A.I.C.C., in its turn, dutifully rubber- 
stamps the resolutions of the Working Committee. 



- 

?he Working Committee i, nominated by the Uharml  Ra1.i .ad, l l c  [;I. lb~:..:!:c tie t ~ ~ t ~ i ~ g l ~ r  11: 
president ; the president is cho-n in accordance was the HI.-e,t o i  men'. 
with the ui>hes { l f  the lcadcr. We know the fate o l  
a Con!ge?s pre\.dint \rho a few ycars ago dared 10 

think independently. The Stratantra Party next wlnts to rcslnrc the 

hc I'lrliamcnt is dominated by the C.2ngrcis iundanlent.11 right.: enshrined i n  our Cona~tutl.)n, 
Party, the Party hy its leader. Thc last irrciistioie which thc Csngress ha5 \\hittlcd down. 'l'he righr 

in the ~ ~ b i ~ ~ t  huih:d 9( to prcpt,rty i s  on its \<a). to hecane extin-t : the 

nthcn Xlaulana Abul Kalam Azad died. And the funda~nental right in 1111s c.,nnrction has hcen 

super-Cabinet o f  the country-thc num~nate(l reduced to a shadon 
Planning C'ommirsion-is a lw~yc  thcrc ro hring 
errant ministers to liecl. Eien tax1t:on 1s cxp~.)pr.xr.~r). I lur ing the 1-1 

seven )'ear%, indirect VlhlllJn t13, hecn YLI OpprCS 
Thc T ~ t i o n a l  1)cvelopmcnt Counc;l oi Mini.>- sive tli;it the ca,mmun lnan 1, denied c\en 111e 

ter>- m3ny o f  them dcpendunt on the ('ongrcr, ~ncue<urics o i  lif; l l i rougl~ m:iring price\. At 
bosses for thcir tenure-has also arropdtcd to i lsdf  \e\,ei?l l r \ e l ~  the 13xation fxr cxcecd.; the income. 
e q u ~ l  porrers o f  a super-Cahinet. T h ~ s  \$as er,ident .-\ man rv1tI1 a di\.~dcnd income nf Us. 1 lakh A 
uhen the Cuuncil 31 its recent meeti;ig cahlrc by year pays ~ncomc-tax and n e ~ l i h  tax of Ks. 82.471 : 
State trading in foodgrains despite the iact tnat iyas to live on h i s  own capit11 and pzy i n  a(l(lition 
the outgoing Food Minister had c~tcgorically 3n expenditure tax. The a t t~mpt  in suhstance h i  

admitted the failure o f  State tradtng and tne to kill pr:\ate induclry and p r i \ ~ t e  property at the 
incoming F o l ~ d  hlini i tcr had rxpresscd grave ;dme time. 
doubt5 about its witabilit),. I 

The iundxnent3l rght  I,, zarr) on hu%incss 13 

Democracy can only function through the cxisl- hcing ewinguished under \.ir.t)u\ prete:its. One ha.. 
cnce oi mutually-respcctcd political parties with to be a bus:nrscm*n to k ; !~ \v  how at e\cry ste;~ 
A n l t i , ~ n ~ l  outlook. But that is not the view o l  the h ~ s  rig!lt to buinccs is c.r;umscrihcd, cripplcd ur 
Congress. Anyone u h o  disngrecs with the ruhher. throtilc(1. 'I he hig busine .\ \rns the enemy so far , 
,tamped vic\!s o f  the Congress is duhbed a 're- the sm3ll trhdc i, now th: cnemv. Statc trading 
~ctitmary' or 3n obscurantist'. He is hranded 'out IS to ~uhst.t i~tc the bu re~uc r i t  for the trader and 
. ) f  &LC', nst modcrn ; 'static', not dynamic. An) the httcr \\ill sucll the rat?:., the unemploved. 
,>erron cven in [ l i e  Congress or i n  i t c  Parl13mcnur! helplcqsly ,cek~ng (;#l\'erni:i:nt Lppnr t .  
u ing \vlio r l ~ r c \  to differ is openly snuhhed. E\en 
:tn ex-Judge of  the Supreme Court enjoys no 'I) Gandh~)i said. .Scli-::.nernmcnt means con 
.mmunity, tltough he may enjoy tlie luxury of .I tinuou.; efiorl td be ind~pcndent i,f Cio\crnment 
pn\are apology. The P.S.P. is 'unpract~cal': Jan control, \\hcther i t  is forc:pn (iovernment or 
Sangh is 'communal'; the Swatai~tra I'art) is \!hclhcr i t  is n:ht.onal.' 
'tcuddl', and the r e  no sooner II dared t.) 
r-iise its \%)ice against thc vicious trends in the The so-clllcd democracy o i  tl lr (ongrcss would 

Congrcss, i c  the 'voice o i  \ e ~ t e d  interest<' or in the mean controls 011 all spherr-, d i  li ic. Every one 

retracted version, 'run for prolits' and. .n has to dcpcnd upon the Srxt~.. tserv property ha) 
~ubstince. therrforc, venal. Only the Cc~ngr:si. tar .:o into the h ind\  o f  ttie Srale. i ' \ c ry  man h ~ ,  
:ntr;n:hed in enormouc power and patronage and to b: I ir lple~; hef61rc tile n ~ z h t y  Stntc. Vle are f.:sr 
with th~. resot~rces o i  the Snte at its disposal, can xppro~cli.ng tlic S'crbile Stihc o i  Fascism implicJ 

In  the L' ik tu~  n i  5 l o ~ s o l ~ n i  "l:\crytliing for the 
Stale ; nothin!! i ~ u t i d u  tkc S r ~ t e  ; nothing against 

When cllmbing to Ileaven in mortal bod)'. the St3tr." And thc St~t r .  helongs to the p,rlitical 
Xahada3. on2 o f  the Pandavas. fell on tlic way. hashes. 

I G l i 
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S s t  i n  ,\dt ., passed h) thc mu.l:.tu~l; o f  Icfic- cated p<rlitic:ans remain un~h3hcn i n  tkr l r  resolvc 
'aturrr in tlils :suntry hut imposes upon the ])eoplc to reduce hrmers  t o  svridom. I 
: r s t ~ , r  r~!:imcn.3li.)i, , ~ p ~ i i , l c ~ I  I h r ~ ~ l g l l  30 ever- .I h ~ u g l i  cu-opcr~ t i .  c a n  is  heins salft- 
.ncre..;in~ bur-::ui.r~:y. !:\en cd~i:~t ion. culture pcda l l ~d  o: I ~ i c ,  i t  s t i l l  rcm:.ins tlic \ini<:er ci id #:I' 
i nd  rcligl<ln arc t l  r?:.ai;:l i n  St;.lc after Sf?tc 11:. C'ongrcs.; yolicy. \VL. 3r l  l t l l d  t l i i i  11:) c(1:l!llll5i:ln is 
a m ~ d  p.!sci.~n for  ~rnpr,,.ing ti\ out o f  our <oing to hc u?cd t o  inducs f ~ r m c r 3  t d  ]I> n i.irm- 
: ial :~~:i :~l tr.td.ii~~n... .v.~luc.. 2nd IL 'C~S.  And  to r  tt:11 12g co.op;~ai:\.es. Tl l ic is c!tl r.r :L cro?l jr.ke $11, .I 
purposc, oc!opl.: lcgi\l:i:ivc r.;e:?.;urcs, wi t i i  \ ~ o l l -  # dangerous dc lus i~n .  I f  211 amun~ties 3rz prefer- 
dril led m2jori:y in t l ~ c  l;~i.J.ttx;ri, .r~n::latc the cntlslly j!:vcn I.) 5crvir.. CO.,I~>I:III:,~I 0112 d ~ n i e d  
wi:l 0 0  .I f c v  in tc  < L  pr.,:jc !:or<: f,?r 211. 

* c j  in~l i~12u: l  f3r.iIy P~rms. ~ , v .>~ i ( l  i! not t e  tlic 
Ncw 1i.i.; hr.1.n thc in \a i ion  ( I ?  t:ic r~!r.~l strL:r- m(,st in\i(l;ous form o i  ccrrn!>u!ri<,ii? 

turc. (t .2 m.>st p(~nu:!'ul h3.,rion o f  a frce pcoplc. 7 04 :!I t l ~  f~c:s, lr l<,~,rI)a., I)\ I:!!,, 34% df 
5)' C ~ I , :  !%;I1 -III~?I ,,!u:l ?r. nq)n t h t  l:&i<!a:i.>.i, f l i i n c r r  co~!lc! hc cxpr .~pr i~ tcd  i f  66";  clc:idc upon 
.n\.i. tile ?~~r ia i l .~ i r i \ i . ;  ;~r., h:::~:: r.?d~iccd 12 3 n c v  :r co-oorr.l::ve society. 'Tlirrc i s  sl \o 3 RI'! hciure 

r f ~ c  i!nn?!,:~~, Legi;l~i:vi As\emhly ICI"llsr 30) 
. c  m:.i c..,:5, \.,!iit:-.?r I): I~IC c ? . : ~  <:i i n : i d t i ~n  p r ~ ) v i c ! i n ~ l i : ~ t  i f  Rny rir.i.er IS unw.ll ing t * l  <ur. 
dntl \~.:>.!;evcr be iijr c *x t  0; !-:I,,.,>, !viIl n x  C\CCL(! rsnder lus I lnd, thc Csilcct >r. n ~ t h  t':e i)ru!,ious 
!:;. <,PC0 r ~ r  yc.r i.>r J i3miIy (1,' f!ve n:orkiiig :~pl:rwal of 1t.c Go,,ernrnent. \!ill hc ect.:!c(l to 
' i a ~ i ;  .!:r~l~i;li:!~t 'kc yc. r. : cqtilrc 11. I hi; i; the non-con>pulsic~n o f  t!ie C:ln- 

r i i  or(l:r I*?  upp port t!.:.,~ n-..:~\urcs, <\en cia>. ;,rcrs b r ~ i ~ d '  

:12lt:.l is ope!-ly c!c:l?::~: ! 0 b: PIC~..II!I!C I)), :C I~?L  \Ve nrc to ld thnl t"e rarr:cr s o u l d  he frcc to 
Crnrrzes leac!'rs. n ~ 2 %  cmplinti:: ' i n  leave o r-rming co-operative cv:x ai1.r 11,: loins 
Indin, cl:~$s-nar is n:~t only n.11 inevitable but  il rt. ' l ' l i l s    in is 3 cruel juhc. No so:~ner is a i3r111- 

s tivoi(l.!hlc i f  at. h ~ v c  u n ~ l c r ~ t o o ~ l  thc messngc o f  tng c~,-cr-r:~t;,c form-d, i t  \\ill h.trro\v Inr!:: \uln., 
?~r~i-\.iol:ncd.' nut  tliore v.i1,1 claim to  \vicld powcr I fro:n tltc CJa,vuri~r?cnt jn r l  111,: l.?.n!<s. 
11 11:s ~ 3 n . e  h.t\.e us: only i,~r Ill., n::m:, h.ir n., ! t i  F;LI. 1:ir Gdvcrnment a II h; -ntitled 1.1 rr,c%)\cr 
:ISC '.,r his c r u d .  i!s ~ : J C T  III<? I:~nd rrven~ie. >lo\\ a? nn individual 

fcrmer. onc out o f  3 hi:nC:.,d. L.: Ts:e to tal:c h ~ c h  
Tunj?h \:3\ < , ~ : c  :I h1;11!!. ~ l i l : : i i  S!are. 11 !(.I\ 

! I n  o h y  t r ! ~ : . !  111 sub-lance. I:e 
P .  hr.c.>n-.e ki,lily \ur,:lu, in i<:cv!:r.t:ns cI.;c !.) !!ill l:.eco~r? tlic serf o f  111: v.iprc:?e I..ni4l,:rt.l, tk; 
.iic ! i t>.>~!r< .?i 31: pr:>p:~<,.vc- I: (:.>.YS. T i i ~ , ,  !!:IYL ?ratL,. ' i ! .cr? w:!l be 2 x\< c?tv!t:nlir .,?,.!j;!i>m o i  
1 1 1 r ! l r I  t l lsir 1 1 . 7 ~ :  (:lv.lf 111d i:>n~.;l. 

t;i: !':or>?. I!T. :1!21inst !$,l!i:'i !'>:rc is t,::>:: to I): 
,nocrl!- r l ~ i s d  <1n the pl~c'gc o: r i i n i l y  oin.j!ncnr\. 

fi'l r c l w  . 1 - 1 < :  ns  :~pl:c..il. 
;o  r ~ c I : i i n - , i ~ ~ ~  \! I+!? l.~i:,l~, hd! !1i2 tr-ctclr.\. vvI:iny 
~ul.c\:~lls and 1;vcllrn: l a n d  Our rli-y arc now td  Rut 11.~1 ; 1:ot en:lu-11. TI].: :'ovicr.!.:.. 9,: 51.1:~ 

be erpr.>pr~?teJ; their c . - : m ~  ! r i c .  tlint llii;. r?\- I )  Slinlcter; r , i  Co-(>perati:,n which r c t  ;I, end 

! Y , ; - . ~ L L !  t o  1:1: cd l l  I, . .  .I?: n.11io.1 i ~ ~ r  ~rotIu:iiig li July 19.79, ?mor?? other t!ung<, rc:.~.lrin:n.2ed. 
.n:>r. fc,;.,!. ?he). \ ~ j l i  11 5.;. bs i3rc:d I., give tip I'rompt ><;Ion ~ h o u l d  be tdken t o  si;ilr: c:cter- 

c I c 'I.? ?>;:;rib!? n l l > i v~ i i l :  at rent pun~cl:nicn: I;, the delinqr~ents. 'To .?are  thir. 

v:Il.::) .he :CI!II~~ I.:.> hc-n f i \cc!  2nd cdnsig2 their .I i.; nec:.i:ir\' tliat 

l r a ~ ;  ?-. c . )  :. juii:: !>YI:. (I) ;r i n a l l  ccl l  be crr.t;<ci in t'le l l u ~ ~ i l r a r ' i  

... ., o1;i.e 1:) look attcr 1111~ wdrk : 
. .  . .  (.!I.. ., $ci,.iI!:r, .I ul~rl,: ~ u l l i ~ ~ r i t y  $>:I ct). 

.rpcrntive i ~ r m i r e :  IF. :, r c ~ c n t  intci \ icu. :;I tne I ? )  a junior Co-op~r- t i !u  Olrcer Ire p.!<trd in 

i ra ! r~ , ;~ r r . t ,  c?n<i~mi: r ( l  ;o-sperAll\,e farming. H e  (listricts t o  look after this \r,ork'. 

Is 1::. l i t s t  1,) :,I,: his cxpcrt voi:r t o  Ch l ran  A n d  thc 'ccll' i n  this contchr c3n only hc x cell 
' i rgh'.  un.!:i*\\cr:thle I::.:. lilut aur pi>wcr-intoxi- <.[ C . 1  i> .  c,l tching o\er  the 'frce v.>l:~nt3ry' 
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co-operat~\,cs which the C'ongre,.: Go\.crn~nent \\ill Itopelc.;~ly fdilcd I,> pr,~udc the people uitim 
hrlnc inr,~ cxi;tencc! 3dcqu.1tc food. axter. hou<itig and clothing. 

I hc pcoplc are led in lo ~mnpl12cn.y Iry the I n  sp:tc o f  ten yelrs' rulc, thc Congress sttI1 

proml.: that co-oyer~ t i \e  f l rm lng  Ir 1101 coming ask\ us t., tiglltcn our hell. z o  f l lxt 'unborn' gene- 

i o r  t l~ rce  scars. The realon is \.r.r) u l c ~ r  T l i c  rati,,n.; c.tn enjoy prospcrlt). Su2h xn attitude :i 

<.ervi:: co-uperati\.rc h n d l e d  by the Congress and cr im~n. t l ly  he3rtlcss. I t  cannot help to expand our 

Ia\ i>hlv iupported hy the St i le  are expccted to hc economy. I t  h ~ s  nsturnlly lid1 c\,(~kcd &ny en th '~ -  

the instrumcntc for  wlnning the ncxt clect~ons. (I 'la'"' lhe pedplc. 
Then. they hellcvc, i t  \\ill be c l r y  10 g ~ t  a 'mm. Let u$ I l s \e  2 cl,rscr . , ~ h  sr the -c l i i~ ' \ement i  
date' f rom the electorlt: to introduce un:vers31 o f  our social welfare experts iin:e thdy e m b ~ r k c d  
co-opurative farming. 

on  c.rcinllsing p,)llcicc. The ptv rnpirn income In 
I f  anyone i $  fooli5h endl.gh to think t t l i t  the 1957-58 showed a (l;clinc to K5. 276 f rom Rs. ?d4 

Uagpt:r re\olutic>nc h a w  hcen g ivu~ l  up. t.ut the 11 191#-40 price lcvvl in 11ic preccclin,: year. I t  is 
rul?l 5truclure i c  out o f  danger. 1113t famll) larm- f3r hch~nd  Ceylon a l i lch h i \  :I pc,r cdpiru Income 

Ing 1% z.~ing to have a chxnce under Co:ipress rule. o f  Rs. 500. 
he is I ~v i l i g  i n  a foc~l's pdradlsc. l o r  n p~>pul.itia,n n i  40. m!llwn. !ve should hd \c  

.,bout SO milllrrn hou\c.r. hut we  have only 1 5  
mil l ion putc.n Ilourec. I n  cpitr o f  demand i o r  more 

W l i l t  is [lie S\r.atantnt Part)'s economic p rd-  . ~ n d  more ht,~tser. the Congrcw Go\'ernmcnt could 
gramme'!-they k I t  i s  l ~ i c < ~ , :  , sals ;l creatc ct,ndit~<rni f6,r hxv~n: oli ly 125.000 houscs 
Con&!rc.;i spokesman. T l lc  man \rho s3)s so has Ihuilt per yelr.  I n  \ . . t l i  a population o f  I 
not r-dd our fundamcnt.~l pr~nclples I-r ddcs cot 409  o f  lnd~s's. a million and a quarter hou\cs are 
knov/ nhn t  lai,rc: foirt. me~ns.  .,,n~tructcd every !car. I n  the l ~ \ t  decide. our 

.scilli,tn havc si'cn to i t  11131 !Ye t1u.11 1101 more 'I'he 'Su,arlntra Party', nollc), i s  bawd .,n ti le 
r h l n  a m ~ l l ~ o n  and a q u ~ r t e r  houser. A n d  ask any Gan(ll11an dictum that 's l l  administr.,rion ;Ii,,uld 
!man nhr, has hollt 3 liou<c under \\,hat stifling be done hy popular will ; e\,cr\ t l i  ng should go 
~..>nrl.tic,ns and rtgdlntinns he h l s  hsd t o  work. from bottom upnards. Demo2racv \\III brcak under 

thc slraln d i  3pr01i string<: i t  i i n  c;.cr 01.1,. on  \VIi-t h3;c thesc wc :n l  \\,clfare experts' done 
.~ j ih  rcgar(l to clothine? We have a textile industry. 
the vsond  lxrgcct in the u . ~ r l d  3 n J y c t  our pc, 

.l'h: ard in; t l  problcni o f  Indl2 to trhicii tiid ~ayirrr consumption o f  ssttnn cloth (including F a a t ~ n t r a  P ~ r t y  has o~lJr:.~,ecl itself is how I,, 
liundlonm and po\\crloom production) is only meet the ha5ic nceds o f  the puoplu 1,) make therr 

lives \vorth living. 16.P yard.; ;lgain.,r 60 yard, in U.S.A., 35 yard, 
111 lnpnn 3nd 29 yards in U.S.S.K.  I n  thcir in- 
\..tlate greed for t3xes. tlie Ciovcrnment raked the Wz stand l'or an econawni; prc,grlnime io r  tlie 

common man to secure l i im social lurticc and edua- cxc:<c Ii'vv on clntlt f rom R,. 45 crores i n  \Iar:h 
I l fg  of opportunity ; to iu l l i l  the I h i i c  needs o i  ::ts 1'156 t o  K:. -? crorcs in Si'ptcmhrr o f  that year. 
people. \,i/., food, udtcr .  h<,usin: and c11,thlng. as I l ~ i s  led to the clo.ure o f  inills and conscqueni 
the I:r>t clinrgc on  the Sc~ te  : xnd to prt,,.id2 I.:rpe s ~ l e  uncnipln)mcnt : i t  mi( le  cloth opprcq- 
adequlte mfegu~r ( l s  lo r  i!ie prote;t:on lil!.:llr \i\:,iy cspcn<l\e for the common man. 
d -gnin i l  unren \~n .~h le  p r o f i t .  j:rip;c :tn,j 
~l:\,:(Iend,. . And \\hat xb61ut iood? I t  i s  tne p r~mary  require- 

r:icnt o i  tnnn ; :t forms 1 5  t o  80% of  the budget of ~ 
'I hv Conprc.< clolm.; to 113vc hc~.i i  i,,.ldins L,,, a family. r rccdom from forelgn food. therefore- 

.. \ a j r . i ? l  urli'.nre state. Rut tnc stdrk Ctct 15, i t  llas .\ tkc ~)r i Iy  h.14~ o f  our e~<ii:.>mic i rec~lnm. OJ? 
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4soc~ai welfare experts' have, however, completely 
betrayed that trust. 

The recent food situation in Bengal is a grim 
example of it, if one were needed. The food prices 
are soaring higher and still higher, thanks to the 
Nasik Security Press ; the people are cheated in 
the value of their money to &lance prestige pro- 
jects of the State. But, whatever the oppressive 
nature of food prices, the Government must take 
their sales-tax even from the poorest! 

Between 1952 and 1959, the food imports have 
cost the nation as much as Rs. 948 crores, and the 
,qality of food available is far below the minimall 
standards required for the health of the nation. 
The only remedy which the Government know is 
to spend crores and crores of money on spectacu- 
lar schemes and make us more and more helpless 
in the matter of food through controls adminis- 
tered by a corrupt bureaucracy. Is this social 
welfare? 

There arc the great econoric achievements of 
the Congress Government, trumpeted on a 
hundred plntfoims. No wonder that the Congress, 
a t  the election, got only 32 per cent of the 
votes of the people. I t  will not get even that per- 
centage next time. 

30 provide A Democratic 
Alternative 

IN August in Bombay, a new political party was 
born. If it were yet one more party wedded 

to some kind of socialism, that would hardly be 
news. What is interesting about the development 
is that the Swatantra (Freedom) Party, which has 
come into existence under the leadership of elder 
statesman C. Rajagopalachari, is pledged to the 
maintenance of individual liberty, believes in 
peasant proprietorship on the land and people's 
enterprise in industry, and is opposed to Statism. 
and the methodology of socialism. That a broad- 
based political party of this nature should have 
come forward to question the very foundations on 
which the social and economic structure of the 
10-"ear-old Indian renubfic has so far been reared 

I 
- -  , .~~- - 

The aim of the Swatantra Party, therefore, is constitutes nothing short of a revelation on the 
clear: i t  wants to restore free demacracv and real Indian political scene. --- - - - - - 

2 ---- 
parliamentary control to the people; to meet, as 
the Eust charge, the elementary needs of the com- 
mon people, viz. food, water, housing aud clothing 
at easy prices: to stimulate private initiative to 
create employment opportunities ; to destroy the 
weedy growth of corrupt and inefficient bureau- 
cracy; to place the security of India beyond the 
grasp of ambitious World Powers, so that we can 
stand fearless before the world. 

The Swatantra Party has to be made strong and 
rffective to rescue the common man frotn being 
regimented, impoverished and enslaved by the 
totalitarian devices of the  Congress. 

To quote the words of our great poet Gurudev 
Tagore: "A cause as great as India's should not 
be dependent on the will of a single master." 

The birth of the Swatantra Party marks, i n  a 
way, the end of the post-independence era which 
has been infused with the agitational politics of the 
struggle for national freedom. It may well mark 
the beginning of the functioning of normal parlia- 
mentary democracy in a country, whose freedom 
has been well and truly founded on the roclc of a 
democratic constitution and which now hlms t o  
~ i l i l i - e  that freedom for the well-beins and hami- ~.. 
ness of its people. Swatantra Party leaders cl%m 
the emergence of the party as a sign of the grow- 
ingpolitical maturity of the Indian people. 

 he philosophy of the new party, put in a nut- 
shell, is that it has faith in the people's capacity 
to serve the country by sewing themselves. The 

Originally publ~shed in "LIFE International". 



\Io;:~ii tin(l:r n:. . ' 1; LUJ\\IK. F r I i i r J  Irx theiu .. all hu has had IO eiicoonter. TII: i u l ~ d i -  
~.c:~~r.?i~i'l i.J I!:C n:. ,,,.I .. nt :>.>..tuIr rc,:o\tr) &)I III,:~ ,.: t11: .:~n; ,>n \!;I!~!I 111- Ncliru go\'ernmc--tt'.s 
s t  c r : i  ' 1 . .  I!!.. illen dn(l tllc nione) r c ~  :.-I-.?.: r..el;Lr;s hl \ .  b:vn I;.rcd is tllat, in sn 
1 .  I : 6% : 11th: tlic cduntr) strong." utidc~j.\c.~,,c.I Lollnu) 5uclr as lidra. a ~l.?j)ar!ur~ 
5:rlhrs ~ I I :  i 1 tlie \n3t,ntra I t i  l i r i n  functialning 01 ccoll~lmlc laws 
r ' e r r  ! . TRT p2.i) '< i ~ e m h ~ r s  do f hecun!.. ru:ess3ry i f  tile Iilg:i enpcctdlluns 01 

t~*.!t h?l!c\c ~11.~1 3 . .~!~CLII\.LC~ ecmenly can ca- m:.trr.il inipr.netncnt rilsed In the minds uf  newl) 
I r I I /i.ll~:~:-l ~Iunocraiy.  O~IC or ' ..iL.~:.~tlc:i. r-oplc 3rc ntlt to turli wx r .  S*>, Ihc 
thu othrr niust g1v6 1\31. Some mcasure o f  Stlttc 6 irgumcnt gd:c, tltc ht11lc11ne u , ~  IIC-\Y lndustr!. 
:ilterprlrc ,xd rc&ulili.>n in the ccununi;; l~elr l  the Inusl. c . ~ ~ . r l r ) .  I<, tile nornlal \cqL;ncd, (~recudc 
p r t )  aeee~?Ij as ~ n e \ ' ~ t ~ ~ h l c  In tlie cond~ t~ .~ns  of tn; ~ o r . ~ u l l i c ~ ~  & o d \  1ndur:rler. ! lie zcvcrnm2nt !lai t.' 
2i1t.1 Cent~iry. Ilut, ul lcn ~s\ernmci i t  regt11311,)n 3i.t:. ~3r.;..1!~r:y 3..t.\~, ro!c, hdlh in :<t*hI:.hing 
CIL.?s 3;rt.)% 11 ccrt3ln Ilml!. i t  thrcdt;.n.; tile pdr- c3pilxl  good^ i : idustr~~\,  JLICII 3s  >Ice. :~nd  hugc 
p,:,- far u,hicl~ i t  I\ ~n\.okrd. The u party rwcr-;.ailcy pr,>jccts, ard in rrgul~1.n- the cnilrc 
,lands fur tile ..deicnce of f3rm and dlly." I t  funct~c,n~ng .,f cca,nuniiz life, \\tlietltcr i n  induhtry 
!ulc.ls mate,:lliim and rcctll, thd strrss uhich or agr.culture. l ~ k c  Russia and (:iiina, \\auld 
(v~lld111 L!LI on i l lur.~l ~ ~ l u e h .  I r  rc jcc .~  LII~. false indl?, rli, I I J ~  nst u n d ~ r  p(>l~tlcal d~c~atorship, puU 
:'icil.)ta,ni;' of h r c ~ d  b . r , r t ,  rrecdom. I n  11s vlcw. ltscli up by its horlt\tr.,p\, pcriorr*i:qg ~n a \Ili)rt 
nrcdd ~ A I I  hr. ac111cvcJ onlv i,~r/f and r/zro~,g/~ ,pan #,i 1111ic n l i i t  ~ntgl i t  otherwi\e mkd genera- 
'.-ccclsm. A:>r~linm Incoln 's a d q e  tlldt thv lkgi- r ioni  to 3;complish! Tlierc c l n  be no question that, 
1.inatr. olr]c:t o i  govrrnment I ' 1  d lur  the d u r ~ r g  tliv ( I I ~  <lec.ide o f  indcpcn(!cncc, a large 
:'eopl: !!l!lt nccds to he done, but which t11r.y a n -  part o~ the Indian ~rtclligentsia foll<~wud 
rot. b)' i : i J i~ : i~ Iu~ l  cflurt, (10 at all, or <I6) ,o *.veil, h l r .  Scliru in 1111, l ~ i i e  of thought. 

U,id-r th; burace, Ilo\\,evrr. \ccsnd tliought, 
cinldry a i t ~ r  Lincoln's tllile ha1.e bccn dc\.cla~p~ng and diccontent al th th.. 

's.~ci?li.t r ~ t t c r n "  llas her11 huildlnp up during the, 
I tic ne!r put)' h ~ s  dvc~ded to l.rnil .t.; O ~ ~ J , ~ .  I i cw  a s .  T l ~ e  niidd!c cId\!:t,\ h:i\.e rdllnd 

1.un 1,) th; so.-!o-uco.lorn12 sphere and h a .  not s o  rhem,el~~~i, h r ~ n y  graund down ~loa. ly hv t l c  in- 
:ar dc\'cloped a p lmk on iorctgn policy or 011 tile evitlb!e con\cquencec o f  c~;ess~vely high taxation 
'!ngui\tic dnd otl.er l o c ~ l  problems which ;bound and uf  in f l i r~ tm slo~r ly crsepin~: over t l l m .  The 
'n dfferent p-r . ,  o f  India. I hc sponsors i e t l  t h l t  conwmer \!a. rnnde to pay murc for the n-cessi- 
'.i~ palit1:al p3rucc ct today, \rl~ethcr i n  Indta or .I-S o f  life through successive impt)sit~onc o f  heavy 
~:cenhere, oiten tend 1.) la!. down '.llle prrty l~ne" ckci-c dutlcs. 'I liv ~nvestor ~ 3 s  bcing rx\cd out ol 

3 3lmosr eicr!. aspect of hie, snd they accord- Ihis ;n..est;~hlc surplui. .l he entrepreneur wls  heiog 
lngly hihtve l h i t  thu Swatantra Party might well 113rr1-d by burc311cr~lic regulation and inter- 
r ~ t  an example o i  l in i l tng its area o i  agreement +rcnc;. .4 husinc.;rman responding to the govern. 
i n d  dirc:pline and Ic-a\lng its indtvidusl r.iemhcr< .icnt', call to un(icrt3ke tlie manulicturc of some 
:ree l o  expror thr-~r o\r II points o f  \ icw 011 :carte material for which thcrc is an cxport - i tllerc irsues outs:de thc part) p l~ t fo rm.  market f o ~ n c l  tlrat he had to rrudgc thc dusty 

~or r idorc  o f  tltc New D ~ l h i  cccretari31, moving 
For a drs3dc no\\ i'rlme \ I~nl \ ter  Nul~ru, ~ . t , ,  rom r>:li:u to ollicc in a n~\,er-?nd~ng attempt to 

31s qul int  h!znd o i  S.rvict-,tyle ecunumi: 0 1 ~ ~ .  .~htain the vdrious l~ccnscs and pcrmits. 'i'hosc 
r ing snd Dr111.h-moJr.1 pirliamcntar) clc1nn:r3c~, rrlready i n  the field o f  rnanuF~cturc hsvc hc:r 
I-as dsminztcd thu lnd13n intel lectu~l ,;cne. A known to cpend scveral days e\ery month, !lying 
'.:?nt cl i~l lengc from i n  isolat-d pocket l i ~ r u  and rl!, to Dclhi to ans\rcr querie, or rcmovc somr. 
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r.;id hl,).k 111 :lie j! I;' d i  ~ h n i , i i n ~  the nc.'essary In  cxccsc 01 \ \h i t  \vould hrin!: ir. an income . j i  

i~c:i.!.r.;. Z;N c.,r..~r.!~i::~ on thr pcop!e's ent2r- .iraund 3.600 rupees (S710) in rhc yclr. This 
pr~.: \\L.P: b. ! "~  s),t~.ni:ti~<~Ily im!>~\:d, anti I U ~ :  mensure would break th: hrck of the mid(lle 
tic; hy rei:r; ..:e t., tllc 3cx,al.,t d,\.~rinc. I'ear, 2I~sscr in the villages and deprvc them of  the cipa. 
5c3it:.!?.y .,.id u:.:ertli?t> J >  1.) uk - t  Ioe ?<ltcra. f '  :. ity to , \!itl i<r~nd . the inrondi o i  guvernnient.l 
mvni n . t . i l c l  do ncxl 113tc h;:~mc .I :eit.lre o f  .tutha,rity. 
~COllJnll: l i ic. I 

' lhc cccoi:d prcmg i s  tlic proposal \\hicli is 
Oo elte p o l ~ t ~ u j l  pl;inc, the avll, df int2rlercnd: cuphrrrisr~cill:, c?llc.i ..l.,int ct)-opcr;lti\,e iarm- 

h) po1iti;aI b.:\:er 111 i l ie ~,lmini.:tr-lion o i  the ~np." Ij.:rring its name. i t  113\ rothing i n  common 
c.-lnl;). ~ n d  th; pi~,:.,ilrc b r~ug l i t  1,) Ilzar an c!!i- with the princ:plcs o f  zcnainc cc)-operation as pr3c- 
cldl* I,.l\,e be;" u~~is i i l ;  dem~raI i~* t .c~n ainong tiscd i n  Dcnmrk ,  Engl-nd and other countries 
ci\,ll ;erv3iit, and destro!tng puhllc confidence in I f  i s  !ii r ~ . : ~ l i t y  an attem,,t at iiitr<.duc~ng collect.\c 
t:ic ga,\~riimu:1t ,,I thr. d ~ y .  1nt:rfercnce an idcu- !.~riii~*:!~. t:f the So\~iel-('h1n2..e r,:~rtcrn througll the 
l.,y#;~I cr<,uliJj h.ts l)-~.n r~luvited in t :~  2 pr1nclp.c. I ~ I I  f I n 1  the til,rt,(,t~n~ 01 bsundari:~ 3nd 
'lhc cult or pcrsonliity I l l s  srnut!ler:d ircc dircus- lltr c\i.~hlicliment 111 hig c,>-op-rat:\.c hrms. E w n  
rioii e\cn n.ittiin th,. r u l i n ~  1mty itsc:~. The hulk :i 1111; r;l?n Yicre brc~u~l i :  a h ~ t i t  \\1tl1~111t coercion I,! thc m~.nihir< oi ihu Ct~ngr:ss Party, who tliulh i t  m:i,t, in ,?rvserit-&). c<~ndirion.; In  Indin, incvit 
along lihcr31 or C1aiidll:iln l ~ i i ~ r ,  IM\C h,-~.fi inumi- ~ b l v  muan manng:men! h! oificials o i  the govern- 
dzrcd into snlencc by a lew cool~sed >iarxisrs :I( mrnt an;! thc r ~ ~ ~ i u c l i o n  cli llle l l rmcr  to the stat~s 
tnc. hc,~d o i  chi. p.trt). In  t l i ~  absence o f  an alter- oi s I.tndlcs.; labourcr. I!ccdless o f  the lessons o f  
nit ivc government, &:.:ofiteni 53s b ~ e n  funnel!ed 111; i s l i l r e  i collcctirc i . t r i i i in~ in the I ron 
i:i<rc;>i.c~l) I,IIJ Rcd :!II:II?~~, xnd t l ~ c  lki i~d c , f  C'i~ri.t:ii countrirs a d  i.norinp tiic magniliccnt 
po!nr~~.~t ion ~ l i j t  t,>oI, place i n  China i n  the '4U> .icliicvr'rn:nlc o f  sm~ll-sc..lc : i t  larmlnz in 
hcta.c:.n ikc Kuomllil.ing and t l lr  C.lnlnuni1 

I 
Jbp-in. I'rlmc h l : n i \ t ~ r  Schru insist\ tli:it thi\ 

I',~rty \\ar k c , , m i i ~ ~  nd:icc;hl: in :lit State o i  :Iiaii:c !vc)itld rcwlr in .ii:rcz>cil toot! produrtion. 
I\ersln 2nd \I in d~n2.r 01' dc\,:l,,p~n; eli<a.h.~rt. I 1  i i  31\.1 .d~pp(:scd to ccnitilutc n "higlier n.ay 01 
n I ,  I thc : s t  p t s t  I h?\v life" thsii the sgs-old mal iod or a mnn and l:i\ 
iarc$kcn the emcigc;i:e t ~ i  A m!or  p;l~ti:aI I:nr~! famlly cultiv3ling land which is thcir own. 
v:l~;cli ,-ds.~cared rc,c:tins 1 1 1 ~  21111r: ?:il~c.n 01 

!Itc t l ~ i r d  prong is the attcinpt to est~blish .I 

S!~tc rnonc,poly in tlie \ \ l i ~ ~ l c s I e  trade in fc)~)d 
i 1 -  ! :I c ~ i : i c i l l y  to \ v ~ I u  ta12cther ' grain$, thrrel,), elim~nating th.)ii\and.; ui t rdder~ 
:e\srll J. i t i i  I~;nl group.: \rliicii bn\c  na~n. d . r m  :n<l l ? ~ \ i n p  thc i::rm~r i x c  to i~ii \\.tIi tllc mono. 
ts~e!!i;r u:idcr tlie urnhrulla of this new ndtiniinl psly \rhi:h c.ln dictate to him the pricc at !\,li.cli 
p3rty. I!.I!v 113s t:lis nc~v  pdrty o f  :reeddm lin311) lie in10,t ,;ell 1115 pr,~ducc. 
C4,nic a td~ l ' !  L 

I t  w 2 c  this ill-conceiv:d N ~ g p u r  Rcsolntion 
Od.lly, c:.c(lit for its emergence must g.) to tllc which ?:led ns 3 .,parkplug to t:ic politic31 rcvolt. 

C'<)ngr;cc Party, because o f  what is desiribcd i n  lhi. urhan mirldlc cllss an0 the bu.:ine\s ~13'6,  help. 
India 3s t:?c "Xx:pur i:csolulion" \\hich 1115 Can- Icis sc3inst the I iolJ of the C(lnprts, Party on rural 
g r r ~ s  Ib r t y  ad~p ted  last Janunry. I ,  h i  f u n  2 neir ally. Thc rr3ct1m 01 

1~n1li.d pc:.\ants, nhc) 111th thcir I'lmilicc c~~n \ l i t u t r  
'i'h;tt rciolotion constitutus thrcc.prcngcd 

i t  lel't 52-r of  India's pc)pulilt..ln, 11.1s h r ~ , n  in. 
artacl. on rlic \ u y  o f  life i n  tile Indian vill~;.e. Tit,: ,tin<!ive. In  z c:buntry !\liere m.lFt pelclntr live 
first :1r,,2c of tl!c a~tdsk i~ tlic impcsition o f  c?il- 

:!I mud lb~ifj. mvn Ii'tl~, nJrc than il ;)!d\v. 3nd. i f  
in@ on Ian:] I~oIJings which i n  pra,.ticc would 

They are lu:l,y, a piii o f  bullocks. the picue o f  land 
denrile tI!2 f lrrn-r o f  all land t h ~ t  lie might own 

.i1:,t they !l:iv; 15 dll tllcy C J ~  ~ ~ 1 1  tiicir own. \Vhen i 
I 
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prime Minister Nehru brushes aside the plea for 
peasant proprietorship by pointing Out that most to supplenlent the notable achievements of such 
of the peasants own small, fragmented farms and private enterprises as, for example, the giant Tata 
should therefore not object to the pooling of their Iron & Steel Company in Jamshedpur. and such 
lands, it sounds to the peasant like asking a mother 

I !  
national services as the railways. The party has 

not to parting with her child because it is declared itself to be in favour of a balanced deve- 
only a tiny infant. So it was not surprising that lopment of capital goods industries, organized 
the All.India Agriculturists' Federation convened consumer goods industries and rural industries 
the initiating meeting at Madras on June 4 where that afford supplementary employment to the large 
the decision to launch the Swatantra Party Was number of unemployed and under-employed 
taken. Professor N. G. Ranga, a leading spokesman people on the land. The party is opposed to the 
of the Indian peasantry, resigned his post as Secre- State entering the field of trade. It believes in free 
tary of the Congress party in the Parliament to choice for the investor, the producer and the 
become Chairman of the new party. consumer. 

Even within the ranks of the Congress Party Through such a positive policy, the Swatantra 
there is widespread disquiet over the Nagpur Re- Party believes that agricultural production can be 
solution. Only a few weeks back, the Indian press set on its feet in the way that has been so success- 
published the gist of a letter written to the Prime fully achieved in Japan since World War 11. Thus 
Minister by the veteran Dr. Rajeodra Prasad, the can be provided a sound foundation on which the 
President of the Republic, sounding a note of warn- industrial structure of the country can be reared. 
ing against a hasty and doctrinaire approach to While deprecating the policy of asking the present 
rural problems. seneration to tighten its belt (which, in India, it 

does not possess) for the sake of generations yet 
unborn, the Swatantra Party believes that the 
policies it suggests would liberate the productive 

Perhaps, the best parallel to the character of the forces from the restrictive effects of bureaucracy. 
Swatantra Party in Western countries is that pro- so that a much quicker expansion of industry and 
vided by such as the Smallholders' Party in Hun- a more rapid rise in the standard of life of tine 
gary. In the field of agricultore, the paramount need people can be brought about, just as was accom- 
for increased food production is stressed, and it is 

i plished by the successful implementation of 
felt that this is best attained through the self- Dr. Erhard's policy of social enterprise in West 
employed peasant proprietor who is interested in Germany. Such a policy would be in consonance 
obtaining the highest yields from his land. The with the established Indian principle that those who 
peasant farmer should be given all psychological possess wealth should not run the government, 
and material inducements for greater production while those who control the army and police 
without disturbing the harmony of rural life and should not be in control of agriculture and iudus- 
without affecting ownership or management. try. The party's policy would prevent the concen- 
Among such incentives would be a fair and stable tration of political and economic power in a few 
  rice, the provision of credit and the supply of hands. The way is thus opened for the building 
water, tools, seeds and fertilizer. UP of a broad-based coalition of the peasantry in 

the villages and the middle classes in the cities. In the field of industry, the Swatantra Party be- 
lieves in the incentives for higher production and 

TWO charges have been levied against the new expansion that are inherent in competitive enter- 
Party by its opponents. The first is that it is a prise, with necessary safeguards against monopoly. ! 

The party would restrict State enterprise to the i projection of the interests of big business and is 

field of heavy industries, where essential, in order therefore "reactionary." Since this is Mr. Nehru's 
main line of attack it merits consideration. I t  is 
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Professor N. G. Ranga, the party's Chairman, 

early learned the facts of life about Communism into an efficient machine, to convert widespread 
in the villages of his home state in Andhra, and but nebulous sympathy into resources and votes. 
has increased his knowledge through the bitter My personal belief is that, whether we win or 
experiences of such friends and associates as lose the next elections, our greatest service will lie 
Ferenc Nagy of Hungary. in the fact that we will have broken the "Con- 

gress or Communist" strait-jacket limiting the 
The party has the moral support of Jayaprakash Indians' choice. And we will have prevented 

Narayan, former socialist leader and now Vinoba India's going along the Chinese path. For every 
Bhave's chief lieutenant in the Bhoodan (land gift) vote the Swatantra Party takes away from the 
campaign. Jayaprakash, though himself a believer Congress Party it will take away scores of poten- 
in non-party democracy, has welcomed the emerg- tial votes from the Communist Party. A friend of 
ence of the Swatantra Party because he supports mine in Bombay told me about a year ago that 
its opposition to the totalitarian trends in centra- at  the next elections he would vote for the Com- 
lized planning which he describes as "creeping munists, much as he detested them, because that 
paralysis." He is also heartened by the party's ac- was the only way to remove the "corrupt and  in^ 
ceptance of the Gandhian way of achieving social efficient Nehru government." I pleaded with him 
justice through the theory of "trusteeship" on the that this would be a tragic mistake on his part, 
part of those owning wealth and enjoying privi- but to no purpose. Last month the first donation 
lege of any kind. Currently, Jayaprakash, who that came into the Swatantra Party's offices in 
three years back had raised the banner of revolt Bombay was from the same man, who wrote that 
against the Indian government's ambivalent atti- once again he could see a bright future for India. 
tude toward the Hungarian revolution, is hard at  
work to keep alive the issue of Tibetan freedom. At the last elections, the Indian who was not 

a socialist-and there were quite a few million- 
What are the party's prospects? Here we are was virtually disfranchised. The choice between 

in the presence of imponderables. The next gene- the Congress Party, the Praia Socialist Party, the 
ral elections are scheduled for the spring of 1962, Socialist Party and the Communist Party candi- 
and a great deal of water will flow down the dates was for him little choice indeed. It will now 
Ganges between now and then. The mind of India be possible for the country and the electorate 
is in flux. No static or statistical analysis based to have before it a clear alternative. 
on the figures of the last elections makes any 
sense. The Indian voter is, by and large, an un- Will the Swatantra Party succeed in giving 
committed voter, swayed by a multiplicity of such India, in course of time, a government that will 
pulls as religion, caste, region, ideology and the implement its liberal policies? I don't know. No 
cult of personality. There can be no question that organization has a.guarantee of victory at its birth. 
the Congress Party has had its day and must Indeed, no worthwhile cause would ever take shape 
now be prepared for a continuous decline in its if its sponsors awaited such assurance. Every spon- 
prestige and popularity. People are getting bored taneous, grass-roots development must at  the 
with the old faces, the old voices and the old same time be an act of will and an act of faith. 
slogans. By 1962, it will be "time for a change." 

The question is now whether the Congress Party 
will lose ground. It will. The question is who 
will occupy that ground-the Communists or the 
Swatantra Party? The answer to this question will 
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You cannot bring about prosperity by discou- 
raging thrift. 

You cannot strengthen the weak by weaken- 
ing the sbong. 

You cannot help the poor by destroying the 

You cannot establish sound security by borrow- 

You cannot keep out o f  trouble by spending 
more than you earn. 

You cannot build character and courage by 
taking away man's initiative. 

You cannot help men permanently by doing 
for them what they could do for themselves. 

 PAHA HAM LINCOLN 




