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John Dewey 
by SIDNEY HOt>K 

The Congress . for Cultura.l Freedom mou·ms the loss 
of one of its Honorary Presidents. Sidney Hook studied 
under John Dewey for several years before receiving his 
Doctorate at · Columbia in . 1927, and helped to edit 
several of Dewey's' works. Professor Hook, who is also 
the author of a l;Jiography, "John Dewey-An Intellectu,al 
Portrait," is Chairman of the Philqsophy Department at 
New York University and Chairman of the American 
Com.mittee for Cultural Freedom. 

N~T . once during the last twenty-eight years-the 
period of rriy association with him as graduate 

>tuderit/ colleagde · and · friend-did I hear John 
Dewey ·reminisce :about the past, or' m-ot1rn the golden 
Cl.ays whert the world was young. No one who 
Visited him, or' ~ven now reads the articles that have 
caine from his pen, could fail to be impressed by the 
contemp~raneity of his interests in ideas, cultural 
mo_vero~nt~ a~d pol~q9.al ev.~nts. 
! I do not mean to suggest that Dewey had no sense 
~f history. On the contrary. But the past for him 
.vas not a repository of standards by which achieve­
;nepts in the present are to be judged. It is an 
integral part of the substance or materials of the 
?resent. He had often expressed his puzzlement over 
:he common failure to realize that against the cosmic 
;cene man's career is still very young . . The role of 
~odern science in that career began only yesterday. 
fie did not therefore yield easily to despair. Nor, for 
~ll his mo~ernity, did he ever seem to be in a hurry 
)r in a rage-qualities more in evidence among those 
>f his critics who thunderingly invoke the eternal 
' :-~ ainst him. He was a sage without any of the 
;ccents or idioms of the archaic which we associate 
;vith the sages of the past. He was a sage because of 
1is wisdom, not because of his age. 

John Dewey's amazing intellectual vitality was root­
~ cl in his profound and continuiug interes t in all mani-

festatiot;~s Qf grp~t~'- ···,glf . was extre;~~~f .~~~sit'i\i~ to 
new i~slghts, tq . new' ways of looking ~t a1Jprf?blein, ' 
t~ all. growing t.l!~~gs-whether th~f' ffert~: ~lulilien, 

1 
· ' '' ' organi:z;atlon's)< of ' ~liinh-·al 

. ~tyles':~ 'Like -~~ery~:me ehe, . . . '1''1'. . ' 
·-~~ . ~pok delig_8.ttHl ~h~ ~I)i,sh-
~d. ::}11d . cqw~ly~~ly)orw~fl;, 
;b1ft }:le fou~1 :f1*f.Prr~r:l1tt~~J 
.i<?Y in obserrirJ:g.1and, epf,Ou,­
raging w4a~ , ?-Xi'\~; ;s;trugg].jn,g 
to be born,., ;E;xwy starnq~er,­

ing .smdent ·w.~Q" :had a glim­
mer of an .-idea ·.found ... a 
natural ally irirhim. His first 
question aboub someone. he 
didn't understand : was : 
'What is he ·trying to• fsay?" 

.· I have often thought .. -that one ·aspet:t of_r '_Deiiey's 
philosophy of educatioi( c':an be explain~9- .)i~ fe'rriis'-'bJ,, 
his ·~ssential courtesy' to['others; of 'his res~ecf for~~­
dignity of 'every person, irld~'di~g ·.the •gro~)~~ 'chn~ : 
Not to impose an· arbitrary patt~fn up8n· ariyciife;'·to 
observe ! and protect the individ~al's ' ·u~iqtienes ! t~ 
e,h~~uia~e 'responsible. chd!C'es, 'to evbke : ah ' ·~.J.dre~ess 
<;>f' the discipline of' thin'gs; of tJ::lotight; ~f the+ sobial · 
involvements and duties of a democratic comriHiriicy; 
t~ sub.stitute th~ a~1thority bf impersonal 'methotl ~or 
that of institutions and ' l eaders~what else do these 
commandments of progressive education add up to 

t r. . r • ' -· • • 

but respett for the dignity of the human being? The 
nearest I had eVer heard him come·' ~o· c!l'lling a man 
downright stu'pid was his ' referenb~ i:of a ' ]Si-Bfessional 
do'goodei-, who· . cbuldrt't tell a· co)nliibrli.st' 'from a 
democrat, as "not very ·ai~ctim'inating:.'' ., '· ' • 

What was there about the ideas of John ·Dewey, 
this mild man who looked like the identical twin of 
so many retired Vermont farrrlers , to make hlm ·one 
of the great cultural influences of our time? Why do 
liberals and progressives naturally gravitat'e toward 
his views'? Why is he hated so wholeheartedly by 

(Cont inued on page 10) 
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Notes 

OPERATION CROSS-EYED 

two re~eni:' ~rti~i~s: ii~;,f.6f?"W£~:v~:n~o ~~titi~d 
"'Impressions of New China" were acidly des­

cribed by a distinguished commentator as "Operation 
Cross-eyed". Another example of such an operation 
is provided by the initial stqtement~ made by mem­
bers o~ the ~fficial Goo~will De3lega~on to Commu­
nist China which have confirmed . the worst fears · .. 1 •. 

entertaineP, ·before their departure. from India by 
realistic observers "like t4e cgl~nist "V;iv.ek~ .in~ the 
Times of India about the kind, of shallow, superf!.dal 

. ' i ~' .. 'I• • ' ;; • ., I ) :: 

and misleading story that the members of the M~sion 
could be expc:Jcted to tell on their return. It is not 
so much that almost half of 'th~m wer€lalready kriown, 
in one degree or another, to be predispos~d in favour 
of the communist regime in "that unfortunate coun­
try. It was the naivete of the remainder, among whoin 
were several good and estimable persons, and the fact 
that there was not one among ' them . who had the 
requisite training and understanding of 'the workings 
of a totalitarian State machio.e. 

There is considerable speculatio~ over the factors 
that have made a group of oth~rwise intelligent per­
sons make statements which are so demonstrably 
divorced from reality and observe silence about such 
factors as, for instance, a million executions admitted 
by Premier Chou En-Lai in June 1951, or the horrible 
processes of thought control so graphically portrayed 
in that excellent piece of raportage, Brain Washing 
in Red China. The determining factors would appear 
to be twofold. One was the limitation under .which 
everyone laboured that this was an official goodwill 
mission and not an objective fact-finding one. Truth, 
if impolite or impolitic, must of necessity be a casualty. 
Secondly, ignorance of the language-not only of 
Chinese, · but of "double-talk" and "double-think." 
Keen observers have noticed that most of our inno­
cents abroad have reported to their Indian listeners 
or readers statements and claims n:tade to them by 
the~r hosts as if they were facts. 

VOLUNTEERING OUT 

MEANWHILE, just a few weeks earlier, prisoners 
of war from Communist China, who had expe­

rienced life in that country, not as favoured gues ts, 
but as ordinary citizens, had expressed a strong pre­
ference not to be sent back to their fatherland , which 
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makes so much nonsense of the talk of our distin­
guished missionaries. Of the 20,700 Chinese prison­
ers of war in U.N. hands in Korea, only 5,100, or 24 
per cent, have agreed to go home. Three out of four 
Chinese have shown by that one act what they think 
of Mao Tse-Tung and his regime. Tlfe~e Chinese 
soldier,s. have, as Lenin so aptly put it abqut Russian 
soldiers at the end of World War I, "voted with· their 
feet", and no amount of smooth talk in the drawing 
rooms of Delhi or the banqueting rooms in Bombay 
can undo the moral of that vote-which is the only 
free vote any Chinese has exercised since Mao Tse­
Tung seized power in China on behalf'of his Russian 

.-; 

masters. 
The U.N. refusal tci hand over these ~prisoners of 

war by force to their oppressors is one :that is fully 
in line with the Charter of the U.N. and its Declara­
tion of Human Rights. Any departure from this stand 
will not only lower the prestige of the U.N., it wilL 
destroy the confidence of the peoples of. Asia-for it 
is Asian lives that are involved-in the good faith of 
the Democracies. The issue of repatriation is above 
all a moral one. Those in India who regret that it is 
"only" this issue that comes in the way of "peace" 
(can there be any peace so long as the communists 
occupy North Korea?) have imbibed as little of­
Gandhiji's teachings as they have understoqd aBout' 
the U.N. and its guiding principles. Even. the Tribune,. 
that independent socialist weekly that- is so close to 
Mr. Aneurin Bevan, has come to the conclusion that 
"the prisoner-of-war who, because of his political er 
religious beliefs, may fear imprisonment or exile, 
deprivation or even death when he is repatriated has 
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a right to ~l.'p~ct, protection again,st such dangers. No· 
socialist ctm ·,think otherwise, and so there can be no 
doubt that the United Nations stand in this matter 
must have our support." 

The Chinese Communist dictatorship pushed troops 
into Korea and called them "volunteers". Now, Mao 
and his minions h~ve the mortification ~f seeing ;their 
"volunteers" really exercise their volition . for . once and 
v.olunteering out. 

r. 

DELHl AND GAUTEMALA 

A N interesting sign of the times was the small but 
significant. demonstration in front of Parliament 

Hous~ . on May 16 calling for th~ outlawing of the 
Communist Party of India and the expulsion of its 
members from Parliament as fifth c~lumnists who had 
infiltrated into that democratic institution in order to 
encompass its destruction ~ This development reflects 
the growing impatience in f4e cou~try at the inordi­
nately ,Ion& rOJ?e-along with other facilities-that is 
being provided at present in this country to those 
who are qusily at work .encompa~ing the destructi~n 
of the Republic and its democratic Constitution. 

Symptomatic of the times we call .it-because round 
the globe in Latin America similar but much bigger 
demonstrations were seen not long ago. In Gautemala 
City on March 23 this year, some 40,000 democrats 
demonstrated 41 favour Qf the outlawing of the Com­
munist P~ty and .the removal of its ~embers and 
friends from 'kbvernmental · positions. Thousands. of 
other citizens, lined the route of the procession wear­
ing badges inscribe'd: · "I am an anti-Communist". 
These demonstrations were ~rganised by a coalition 
of five anti-Red organisations, including the Commit­
tee of Anti!Commuil.ist University Students, against 
the benevolently ·equivocal attitude of the present 
government in Gautemala towards the communists. 

The plea made in Delhi and Gautemala has much 
in principle to recommend . it. For parliaments no 
communist worth his name has anything but hatred 
and contempt. Such enemies of democracy can only 
be permitted to utilize democratic institutions at great 
peril to Democracy itself. 

OBLIGATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP 

SIR CHINTAMAN DESHMUKH, the Union 
Finance Minister, has added to the obligations 

of friendship, as they are known to civilised mankind, 
viz., the obligation to desist from speaking the truth 
about one's friends. For, recently, while replying to 
the debate on the Budget in the House of the People, 
he expressed a peculiar d ifficu lty iu ans\ rcring the 
commu nist members who persistently fl aunted the 
s:>-callecl achievements of Russia and Chi na. He said 

it was difficult to f:>ring\ out into the o:eenJthe facts 
whibhl ~he ·. aoY.ekhi~MJf~a i~l4iii?.liass~~sion and 
which went counter to the cl.a.~s of these p~ople, 
becau~e the Governrpent J;lac;l ,f~iflJ1cllY i f~yJif1gs ,to,vv,ard~ 
these countrie~. <;>ne :Wqv.J:dJi'··~ve corigratu~flted M,r; 
Deshmukl,l ~or . e:Qp9~1plgi 1th~ 1 ~~m~ept o~.}r~~nds,NP. 
had it not been for the, ·fflc;:~ ,that this w~ altpgetber 
unworthy of aGov~rom'ent,!4ll;tswe~s~ 9~ !he h;al9w~ 
e<;l name of Gai).dhi and amount~d to l;>,ejng a party 

' . , . ' '. ) '-JI.l. I . · I 

to, the cq:t;npnwis.t ,, ~f?pspiracy whiph ; 1 ,l:!-~IP~y at 
subvertin~ 1his, cou~~Y :P¥ .me~ns ofsyst,~,W~?c sprtlad­
ing of illusions abput, their two. fath~rlll;nd . 

. ' . ••• ~. . . • : t) I ' .. ' I 

,Sir .Chintaman;s j~ns~f;r re~~~s ~ tp~ MIDf\ ~,aO. :-~p.d 
. suici<llj.l. ou~ook ; r~c~~~1Y reve~<;Jd ,by, tW emip~pt 
Indian· scienti~t who, w.hen a*ed. to iR~f!.;\'(ith twelve 
American . ~nd. fiy,e G:~~m.a:n N9p~l ,Pf~~e win.Qing 
sciei).tists i17- -a caV .~9 tJ?:~ , pommuni~t ~S}~:B1i.st Jol_ic;>t 
Curie to agree to ap Internation;1l Red :C pss Investi-

• , '. 1 '• _) , /', i J J • I : ~ •! ' ! 1 • I ' .J ' •, 1, .l ' 

gation into the charges of waging ge~nt:~Y~~a,re m~de 
against fu.e United Nations' fo.J,"CC(,~ , ~n Kqm,~' plea~ed 
his inability to . do so since he was an official . of the 

0' 0 • 0 'J) • ' ' 

Indian Governmen~ :which :maintains friendly relations 
with the comii-Iunist countries. 

0 
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DELHI MARRIAGE 
THIS is a country that is trying to forget that reli­

gion has played a disruptive role in the past and 
that some of , our · gre~test disl}$ters jn ·'l"ecent times 
have been di.te . to . the wrong -emphasis ' we'. put in 

. . . . " I I - -~ .. 

beliefs and customs based bn religious creeds: · We 
thought that we had learnt a lesson when, after the 
partition of ·oui: country; we stressed the secularity of 
the new Republic; and we hoped that there would be 
an effort to ·pass over or belittle the differences which 
exist between the members of different religions. The 
incidents in·· Delhi, where public ihterference ' forced 
a Hindu . bnde to abandon , her · intention of martyii:lg 
a Muslim, have shown th'at we are very far ''indeed 
ftotn realising any 'such hope. ; 

We know, of course, that not all inter-communal 
marriages create so much excitement and bad feeling. 
And, though this is beside the point, that many have 
been very happy. ·But the law in; !ndia demands: that 
both husband and wife should sign away ·the religious 
beliefs in which they were brought t.tp. S~rely 'this is 
a barbarous state of things which ought to be changed. 

In this, as in many other instances, we would do 
well to follow the exampie of the canny Swiss. A 
clause embodied in their Constitution says that differ­
ence of religion alone should not be an impediment 
to marriage. The Swiss, whatever one thinks of their 
other qualities, are most emphatically the sanest 
people on earth. 

(Co ntinued on bottom of page 4) 



· y,-us-urt··~.Melie;tall 
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G. ~E~!, . p~opl(~~~r~~n~~~~~ ~t'divi~~~d-.. ~nto two 
groups. Thi:'ise who· ~re ·m~ellectually· great ana 

tHose · others ' whose ;· gif~ i ~ifi r 'lk 1 ille'1fi'eld 'bf'human 
re1ationships. YU'sJf M~h~t!iilyr.Ua:? 'firiiqcl~ in that ·he 
coffi:hined in lti'ffisl;ltf_ thitftJo'·kiiids/8f \gtJat:D.ess.' He 
was an intellEictual with'. g: 'genius ! for . friendship and 
books were the ·connecting lh:l.k b~t*eer\.' the two side~ 
of his· personality. . The i~f~IM~tua] 'in · hi~ .. ~as so 
ObSeS;Sed hy a fascinatiOn forrfbdok~ I thadie 1 s}?eht his 
whole fortune ori them,' whW{ 'the ··other 'side of his 
natur'e could qot resis't ~eddi~~.- sedding,\ )r ·givir'Ig his 
books to friends almost as s6on as he had bought 
them. A bibliophile who was' a'I\Yays parting with 

I .. l' .. f., ' ' '' ' • 

books, because, on the whole, he loved people even 
more than he loved books; th'at is · how h'is friends will 
remember Y.usuf. '1 · · ':!' · 

1 
· ·: • • 

. . . 
1 

· ~ .. ·r ,..r • • • r • . . 

It is ·now proposM tnat a ' 1;us\.tf Jyleherally 
memorial library be set #};>.:> 'Meheral.Ws own 

. splendid collection of books t'6ufd · b~ the ·nubleus of 
such a library; donations of 'books' ftorh other sources 
have already ·been rec~ived, af{l9f!!r• #tern from the 

~eriaorial 'Library 
girls of Mount Holyoke College in the U.S.A. His 
other friends and admirers in the United States · have 
expressed a desire to help any library' which bears 
Yustifs name. 

In order that the books in this library m'ight reach 
the greatest number of people it would be a good 
idea to arrange to have it as mobile as possible. That 

--~. 

is, a plan may be worked out by which batches of 
books could be lent to other libraries, colleges, Uni­
versities and Students' Unions for a few months at . a 
time. In this way the books would benefit the 
greatest number of people; just as, in hi~ lifetime, 
Yusufs books did b'enefit an incredibly large number; 

Many of his Indian friends have also asked to 'be 
allowed to share in the building of any me_Jj_i_drial for 
Yusuf. We riow invite them to come forward, if they 
thinK; the project worthy. Donations of Bboks ·_ or 
money will be gratefully received by Mr.1 'Kantilal 
Shah, H~n. Secretary of the Yusuf Meher~iiy M~mo­
rial Committee, c/o S. C. Sheth & Co., '8; Hamain 
Street, Bombay l. . . , t. F. 

< ! '.lt;.i.. . 

.NOT!!JS-:(Continued from page 3) 

SOUTH AFRICAN 'SATYAGRAH;A LATTIMORE IN INDIA? · 

O N 26th June Africans and Indians in South Africa 
. . launched a passive resistance s~uggle .aga~st 

race segregation laws. It is de,Plorab,le that the 
"white" people in S. Africa, forming only ~ quarter of 
the total population, by monopolising political power 
should have forced this struggle on · ~h~ "coloured" 
peoples. While not oyerlooking the fact that com­
munists have infiltrated into the leadership . of .the 
movement for political and ,social equa4ty, the qasic 
fact that fundamental human rights are being <}.enied 
to Africans and Indians in their own country remains 
incontrovertible. Malan and his racial policies are 
acting as the recruiting agents for the communists in 
S. Africa, for it is their policies and actions that have 
helped the communists in building their noxious influ­
ence over the coloured peoples. 

Democrats all over the world will watch with 
sympathy the struggle of the Africans and Indians in 
South Africa. The stakes in the struggle are too high 
to be ignored by anyone pledged to the defence of 
freedom and democracy in the world. It is a tragedy 
of · the age that, when Democracy is fighting a grim 
battle against totalitarianism, the anti-democratic 
racialists of S. Africa should ha,·e created this divis.ion 
in its ranks. 

4. 

WHETHER the verdict of history U:ltimately allots 
to Owen Lattimore-the subject of U.S. Con­

gressional investigations-the role of fellow traveller 
or worse, he has certainly established an indisputable 
claim to the position of one who has done as much 
as any other to mislead his countrymen i~ regard to 
the role of the Soviets and their Chinese agents in the 
Far East. The report that Mr. Lattimore admits to 
discussing a "year's leave of absence" which he may 
"spend lecturing at the University of Delhi in India" 
-where he has been preceded by Mr. Maurice Dobb 
-is therefore a dishtrbing one. 

It would appear from press reports that the U. S. 
authorities, who have banned his departure from the 
country, would be prepared to give him a passport 
if the allegation that Mr. Lattimore planned to go 
behind the Iron Curtain proves to be unfounded. This 
is logic somewhat difficult to follow. In India, where 
neutralism and confusion-ism abound , the baleful 
influence of such a sophisticated propagandist on 
impressionable minds-and those not only in the 
University-can be much greater than in the Soviet 
Union. It is to be hoped that, throu gh a reassertion 
of better counsel in Delhi Universi ty or otherwise, 
we in Indi a may yet be spared this visitation . 



Freedom and Arts . 
by Ka. Naa. SUBRAMANIAM 

T. HE Twentieth Century has been a period of expe­
riment in all the arts. We have only to think of 

James Joyce and T. S. Eliot in English letters, of 
Picasso and th~ Surrealists . in painting, Hindemuth 
and Schoen burg in music . to know the diversity of 
experiment in content; form' and approach. All these 
experiments have been completely free, uninhibited, 
unfettered · by a~y authority other than that of the art 
and the' artist himself. The coming of communism 
~as hailed by many of the intellectuals of the west 
as a new experiment, a political ideology and a social 
revolution whfch betokened well for the experimental 
in all the arts. · 

In tl;le course of a decade, it became appa­
rent to the i~tellectuals of the world that the coming 
of communism was not the thing it was claimed to 
be. The arts, :especi~lly in Russia, were enslaved and 
dictated to. The ar'tists were told about what they 
should ·and should riot do, and in many cases, how 
they should do it. 

Stalin . became the greatest artist of Russia-the 
greatest writer, the greatest painter, the greatest 
musician, the . greatest critic~ The break with the 
glorious traditions of the XIXth Century was com­
plete but there was nothing to replace it. During the 
thirties the imposition of a supreme political authority 
on all the arts became complete and the intellectuals 
of the world were aghast at the quality of Soviet work 
produced; the quantity of course was impressive. 
Many an artist felt that this superimposition of an 
authority-an authority and an ideology that had 
nothing to do with art-was tyrannical, but the politi­
cal control was thorough; there was no escape from 
the political imposition from on top for the artist or 
his art. All art became political propaganda and all 
artists mouthpieces of the Stalin regime. The neces­
sity for toeing the party line in anything that the 
artist did was paramount; none could hope to escape 
it. This phenomenon numbed the intellectuals of the 
rest of the world into inaction. 

What was happening inside Russia was for a long 
time largely a matter of conjecture. But reading 
between the lines, and from material gathered from 
the statements in the Soviet Press, and more emphati­
cally from the artists who were bold enough to defy 
Stalin and get out before it beca me too late, it was 
becoming more and more apparent to the free world 
that the State in Russia had gained complete control 

over the culture and the arts and on the artists: 
Artists who were praised last Y..ear for a certain. per­
formance were in dang~r' 'of 1.69. ing thbir ~ignitf. ,( hy 
being forced to ridicule ''thertiselves irl' public')' lh~ir 
living (because the State d!scourl1ged 1.theit' !~Hei~g 
supported by · a~Y.6ne) . ~rt~ their livet 't tt"t1~t(~6t 
matter that they ·~ere ' p ·_aised for the {i'eff. ·thiiig~ 'fdr 
which they . were conde'dined' a 'yeat later;:~l:>~ae'ir~h~tl 
bE;Jc~use ~he party lin~ li~~:~lightly. devi~f!8. 1o'r :B.~.9lf~~e 
Stalm had ori second ·thdughts not considered ill 
performance so good tl:'iis year as he had cortsh:Iet~-d 
iflast y~ar: · •n · ' ' • 

After the second w;ad w.ar, Soviet a1t.:1ite~ . ,S,ovX~t 
ideolqgy and poli~ics, .i, ~as · expo~ted . W,, ~;~Fl;l,iJ?-~ 
qll:antities to all tne . .world. Th~ in_tr~l~ct,u~Js of 
the rest pf the free . 'Yorl~. w;ere al~I]J?,y.d _for tAt:l,ir 
freedoms 1 In . France, . in Italy, in qon:commtJI].~~~ 
Germany, in the United ' States, the fre~qpfPS o(~-~ 
a~tist and the intellectu~l were thre~t~nep , b.:( .this 
ideological invasion. . Only a few of the intellech!.a1s 
were conscious of this ideological invasion; there were 
however many who were not aware of the .th~eat to 
their cultural and artistic freedoms. 

It became the function of the International ·con­
gress for Cultural Freedom, with its headquartyrs in 
Paris and its roots in various countries of the world....,.. 
in Germany, in Italy, in the United States, in Japim 
and in India-to organise the forces and natural re­
sources .of freedom in its own interests and enlighten 
those· who were unconscious of the threat to their 
freedoms. The work it has been doing 'is familiar to 
every lover of .freedom in the world today. But 1lie 
latest of its activities is interesting from many ptiirtts 
of view, and unique. 

The International Exposition of the Arts was held 
in May 1952, in Paris. In music, in ballet, in dnin'la, 
in painting and in sculpture the best works of the 
first fifty years of the XXth century were preserttEid 'to 
the most art-conscious people of the world, the peotfle 
of Paris. t ' · 

The Exposition presented in retrospect 'the 'ne~ 
modes of expression, new techniques, new styles, and 
forms which have been the product of this almost 
unprecedented period of activity by the writers, 
thinkers, painters and composers of the western 
world. The finest ach ievements of western 'civilization 
in the realms of music, drama, painting, sculpture, 
cinema, ballet and creative thought-all the· abundant 
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rich~ ~hich the mjnd. <?f. fr~e fman has.cr~ated in the 
first h~lfi.qf _ our cent,u:ry-werecombined in a demon­
stration of .-the importance of freedom to creative 
thinking'. The Exposition symbolized the genius of 
men when they are free to think and create as they 
wish. '' · · 

Literary artists fr<im. various. coqntries-including 
India and Ja,pan-paf'tf£1pated.ln a series of discussions 
on topics of great imw.rtance to the creative writer. 
The irpportance of fre~do~ . in eve~y field of creative 
ad:iyity was stressed in all. thes~e debates and discus­
sions. Quite a few of the ~'Uthors stressed the point 
that man does not communiR~t~ _ by air and wire, but 
by love. The Indian delegate'>, especially Philip 
Spratt and P. Y. Deshpande, ~P.essed the Indian point 
of view on most of the points under debate. Mr. 
Spratt spoke of how Mahatma Gandhi achieved a 
technique of communication evolved through love 
and .-sacrifice. Mr. Deshpande spoke on 'Revolt and 
Human Fellowship' (vide . page 7) and said . that 
"every scientist, every artist, every creative writer, 
everyone interested in the search for the hitherto un­
known, and everyone who . values freedom, truth ' and 
a dynamic and progressive human fellowship must 
rise in revolt against all . forms of totalitarian 
doctrines". 

· Chief among those who took part in these literary 
discussions should be mentioned William Faulkner, 
Andre. Malraux, Denis de Rougemont (Chairman of 
the International Executive Committee for Cultural 
Freedom ), Salvador de Madariaga,, W. H. Auderi, 
Herbert Read, lgnazio Silone, Stephen Spender, Roger 
Caillois, Raymond Aron, Glenway Wescott, Katherine 
Anne Porter, Marc Aldanov and James T. Farrell. 

It was not a conference in the general sense of 
the word. It was more like a getting together of a 
gro-up of writers from various parts of the world, 
informed by a common love of freedom and a com­
mon hatred of the totalitarian regimentation in arts. 
However diverse the geographical dispositions, the 
artistic temperaments, the spiritual climates and the 
material prosperity of the participants brought toge­
ther on ~e phitform of the International Exposition 
of the Arts, they expressed themselves unanimously 
in suppqrt of the freedoms of the arts. The Confer­
CJ.Ce passed no resolutions-but it achieved an unani­
mity of purpose for the writers of the free world. 

The paintings and sculptures of artists like Seurat, 
Derain, Bounard, Matisse, Wouters, Modigliani, 
Picasso and many others of the Surrealist and other 
schools were exhibited. Paintings by several great 
precursors of contemporary art- Van Gogh, Cezanne, 
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~enoir, and Toulouse-Lautrec - were exhibited. 
Herbert Read· who took part in a discussion on 
Modern Art said that we are only halfway through 
the XXth Century, and more masterpieces-master­
pieces made possible by the freedom of the artist to 
create-would be coming before the end of the 
century. Some of the world's finest musical groups 
participated in the musical programme of the 
Exposition. These included the Hall Orchestra, and 
the entire company of the Royal Opera House . of 
England; the French National Radio Orchestra' arid 
the Paris conservatory Orchestra of France; the 
Vienna State Opera and the Vienna Philharmonic 
Orchestra of Austria, and the Boston Symph6ny Orch­
estra of the United States. World famous co'iiductors 
,like Sir John Barbirolli, Karl Boehm, lgot Stiavinsky, 
Benjamin Britten, Charles Munch, _arid ;'Virgil 
Thomson led these orchestras. The New'' Y~~k' City 
Ballet group too was featured. E. M. Forsf~r, Jean 
Cocteau, Gertrude Stein were sonie of thE! ; authors 
whose words were set to music and presented. 

We attended also the International session of the 
Association Les Amis de . la Liberte.- The Friends of 
Freedom. It is not a party or a movement bu.t aims 
at bringing together all parties and ~overn'eht~ which 
consider freedom their maih object. The Friends of 
Freedom appealed for the establishment of.• corres­
ponding bodies iri other countries. About 200 dele­
gates from France, Germany·; Italy, Britain,- Belgium, 
America, Spain, Switzerland; India, Japan Burma, 
Indonesia and Indo-China took part in dayllong de­
bates on totalitarianism and the Christian conscience, 
totalitarianism and the working class, totalitarianism 
and the men of letters and arts, and 'totalitarianism and 
freedom. Phillip Spratt speaking ' on the first theme 
said that "if the West stands for liberty it must show 
it in its politics". I spoke on men of letters and arts 
and said that the Indian writer to-day is aware of com­
munism as a potent idea, as a humane ideal and not 
yet aware of it as it really is-as a conspiracy or as a 
political plot Speakers of various political tendencies 
and various faiths-there were priests and rationalists 
-spoke from the same platform and made brilliant 
analyses of the methods of totalitarianism. 

The International Congress for Cultural Freedom, 
through the Exposition of the Arts, has laid the foun­
dations for a new and significant human fellowship. 
I, as an Indian writer, would be glad if the Indian 
Committee for Cultural Freedom would sponsor an 
All Asian Conference of writers in the near future 
on the lines of the Literary Conference at Paris and 
further the work of the Internation al movement for 
Cultural Freedom in Asia. 



Revolt and Human Fellowsllip 
.· 

by P. Y. DESHPANDE 

Based on a~ address delivered in the course of a literary discussion forming part of the International 
Exposition of the Arts organised by the Congress for Cultural Freedom in Paris. 

"HOW can we simultaneously assert the values of 
revolt and those of human fellowship?" 

In posing the problem in this form it is assumed 
that there is . a necessary conflict between the values 
of revolt and those of human fellowship. · It is also 
assumed that this conflict is undesirable; and there­
fore, we are called .upon to suggest ways and means 
to mitigate and if possible to avoid this conflict. 

I maintain that the assumptions made are wrong. 
As I view the problem I see no contradiction between 
the values of revolt and those of human fellowship. 

I. Historical Background 

In order to understand the significance of revolt in 
its relation to human fellowship it is necessary to go 
a little into history. J. H. Rob in his article on 'Civili­
zation', published in the . fourteenth edition. of the 
Encylopaedia Britannica, makes out a strong case for 
the animal origin of man with no means of foreseeing 
the enterprise in which he was engaged. He says: 
"His evolution as a .civilised being, was no more pre­
meditated . than · his rise from the ·earlier simian 
ancestors. There seems to be sufficient evidence, that 
for htmdreds of thousands of years, changes in his 
mode of life were so gradual and rare as to pass un­
perceived. Each · generation accepted the conditions 
in whi.ch it was reared without thought of better­
ment. Our modern hope of progress ... an indefinite 
increase of human knowledge and .its. application to 
the improvement of man's estate .. . was practically 
unknown even to the Greeks and Romans. From the 
thirteenth century onwards a few writers dwelt upo~ 
the promise of the future, but they were out­
clamoured by those convinced that human woes were 
attributable to a departure from ancient standards. 
.... Only three centuries ago did Bacon unroll a pro­
gramme of aggressive search for the hitherto 
unknown, which has any very wide influence. In the 
18th century the conception of reform and progress 
found illustrious spokesmen, and their anticipations 
of coming changes in the economy of human life were 
destined, as it proved, to be far outrun by the events 
of the 19th and early 20th centuries". 

It is clear from this that the spirit of revolt, pro­
perly so called, is of recent origin. But for the 
developments that took place during the last three 

hundred years, in the fields ·: qf. science, technology, 
art, literature and philosophy, ~mankind would have 
continued to remain in a state of c~1.1s~rvative or 
reactionary mood wl).ich.; has been i~ c;lo~inant 
characteristic from the ve~y beginning o(. 4istory . . As 
opposed to this age-lopg ,conservatism and,.an .innate 
attitude of opposition to change or pr9gress, the ~ost 
do~inant characteristic . evinced by i the. I\ewly 
awakened , sectio.n. of mankind, during th~ -.last : tl:u;ee 
hundred years is ,the spirit of revolt. H11s this spirit 
of revolt and this aggressive. search for .t:Pe hitherto 
ullknown, helped or hindered the development of 
human fellowship and the awareness of the brother-
hood of man? . 

II. The Nature of Revolt 

The spirit of revolt, as it has emerged during the 
last three centuries; has unmistakably shown that it 
was not a revolt of man against man. It was, and 
remains even today, the revolt of man's spirit of free 
enquiry against traditional blind faith and ' supersti~ 
tion; of man's irrepressible thirst for more and more 
knowledge calculated to smash the dead walls of daric 
ignorance; of man's new aspiration to disentangle 
himself from all chains that hold him in bondage; of 
man's new urge for an open mind and an open society 
as against a closed mind and a closed society. 

It is necessary to understand the nature of this 
,revolt and the precise form in which it was mani­
fested. Whether it was science or art, philosophy or· 
literature, in each case this new revolt manifested 
itself through the creative activities of a few ·gifted 
individuals. In each field of human activity the form 
which the revolt assumed was: individual conscious: 
ness in search of the hitherto unknown-versus-the 
established forms of traditional social consciousness. 

When Galileo went up to the top of the Leiming 
Tower of Pisa with a ten-pound shot and a one-pourld 
shot, and dropped the two weights down and' thus 
conclusively demonstrated the truth of the new La~ 
of falling Bodies, all his contemporaries were pro­
foundly shocked. The truth established by Galilee's 
experiment went against what had been maintained 
by Aristotle and what was accepted as an eternal 
truth on his authority. Nobody had taken the trouble 
to find out for nearly two thousand years, whether 
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what Aristotle has lla~d was true . • The very idea of 
doing so, was .:.fi ,;z\~velty., .,..anch G~liieo's disrespect for 

doctri~es propounded by Marx and Engels. These 
d0ctrines came to the forefront, in the form of a .. ....... _...,.. ~..,. ;i!S, J • - • -· 

authority yvas C?psi<Iered abominable. · .. violent reaction to the numerous atrocities perpetrated 
In the field ·of ··literature also the revolt took the on large sections of humanity, physically uprooted 

same' form. K !fo~~' . a no':'el, a ;t?ry or a play, involv- from the soil and cut asun~~r from .their traditional 
ing new ideas and, ;a Pf1W y~sion of . a society based on craft~, as a · result of the mtroductwn of the new 
a more s{gnificant, n1~i:~ varied, more dynamic and mechanically propelled machines during the earlier 
yet infinitely more' hdfuan\-ghitidnship between man stages of the Industrial revolution. This · violent 
and . ~ail, p~ofoundly 'disturbed the- still waters of reaction had nothing whatever in common with the 
agelong traditional beliefs; When I published rriy new spirit of revolt properly socalled; In J;wt, it 
first novel in' 1927; "Beybnd -Bondage" in Marathi, it developed as the very ·anti-thesis of the new·· spirit of 
raised a · trerilerldotis storm: which overwhelmed the · revolt. The 'theories of •dialectical ·materialisfu and 
Marathi reading public. Whil~ · ther~ ' were a few . class war banished all that was human in the ·process 
appreciative criticisms, moh of the 'journalS indulged of .historical change. Man as an individual-lost . all 
in savage criticism of the book firid··the ·most influen- meaning in these theories arid men in a mass ·:forming 
tialof them, ' with the largest 'circulation declared that part of the material fmces of production irsstirned ·an 
the book was so profane that it should be publicly all-embracing and a dominating importance. The 
burnt! Within less than ten years, the storm died reality of man as an indiVidual was totally •'denied 
down and today nobody considers those ·· ideas so and nameless men as members of a metaphysical 
dangerously revolutionary, b~c:iuse rriost of tlierrt now class came to assume the role of -an ultimate reality. 
form an integral of the social attitude of cou~m~ss 
men and women. 

The point is that the new spirit of revolt properly 
so called never manifested itself . in the 1 form · of a 
conflict between man and man or in the form Of. an 
ideological war between class and class. It was not 
the pioneers of the new revolt; but the upho-lders of 
th.e traditional beliefs and their countless blind 
followers held in hypnotic spell by the established 
form of social consciousness, that went wild with rage 
a,nd sought to hound out creative artists, who dared 
to seek the truth and give expression to it. Despite 
this opposition, the truth ultimately did triumph, 
ushering in an era of a new human fellowship richer 
in content, deeper in understanding and more liberat­
ing in its influence on the mind of .man. 

The new spirit of revolt set in motion a process of 
social change which was unique in human· history. 
(a) A new individual consciousness coming into 
conflict with some of the traditional beliefs; (b) A 
storm of opposition upsetting to some extent the 
social equillibrium, and lastly, (c ) The element of 
truth in the new ideas forming an integral part of 
social consciousness, with social equillibrium restored 
at a s.omewhat higher level of understanding and 
progress. 

III. Challenge to Ffwnan Fellowshi·p 

Thus the new spirit of revolt never assumed the 
form of a challenge to human fellowship. The chal­
lenge to human fellowship came from quite ano ther 
source. It came principally from totalitarian 
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There is a world of difference between thi1 process 
of change set ·in motion by the spirit of revo1t; ·pro­
perly so called, on the one hand, and by the . totalita­
rian doctrines on the other. Revolt' never .meant,. ·and 
never could mean,· total .revolt. It was always · a··case 
of individual consciousness in search of the •hitherto 

. unknown coming into conflict, 'for a time,1 -with old 
and outmoded forms of social' consciousness.' :: On· tlie 
part of the individual in revolt, it was always 'a case 
of take it or leave it;· it was always a case of aii· appeal 
to the human conscience to .make ah earnest effort to 
see the truth and accept it in all humility; and it was 
never a case of dogmatic assertion which must be 
accepted by others on pain of dire consequences or 
even death. 

Totalitarian doctrines, on the other hand, developed 
a dogmatic form of assertion insisting on total 
acceptance on pain of dea~h. This is the essence of 
the class-war slogan. It denies freedom of consci­
ence, freedom of choice, freedom of unfettered 
enquiry, and consequently, truth itself. Doctrines 
that deny freedom and truth can lay no claim to 
human fellowship and brotherhood of man. 

Every scientist, every artist, every creative writer, 
everyone interested in the search for the hitherto un­
known, and everyone who values freedom, truth and 
a dynamic and progressive human fellowship must 
rise in revolt against all forms of totalitarian doctrine. 

It is my firm conviction that out of a worldwide 
revolt agains t totalitarianism will emerge a new and 
signi£cant human fellowsh ip, so far unknown to 
human history. 



The Logic of Libe.rty by M. Pol~nyi (Rout­
ledge : International Library of Sociology and Social 
Reconstr{Jction. 1951. 15sh.) 

Commenting on . tpe poverty of Bfitish ,political 
writing between the wars, George Orwell remarked 
that the Continentals had felt totalitarianism in their 

0 wn bodies, and such experience is a potent stimulus 
to thought. Prof. Polanyi is a Continental, a refugee 
from totalitarianism, and a scientific man of some 
reputation. In this book he .considers intellectual and · 
political liberty from the point of view of scientific 
thought, and with the urgency of one who knows 
' 'vhat total denial of liberty means. 

Fleeing_ to Britain, he seems to have been struck 
by the difference in ·the intellectual atmosphere, and 
to have guessed that in this difference he had a clue 
t0 the durability of Anglo-Saxon liberalism as con­
trasted with the Continental variety. His conclusion 
is that Anglo-Saxon liberalism has lasted better be­
cause it has been associated with religion. This is 
pa~t of the truth, though not the whole of it-one 
would have also to stQdy the assimilation of the Bri­
tish intellectual class to the ,aristocracy, and its adop­
tion of the detached, amateurish ·style of thought ' 
characteristic of the aristocracy. 

But that does not affect his main argument, tha~ 
the weakness lies in the traditional doctrine of 
liberalis~. This doctrine upholds the ideal of a 
complete absence of restraint, at least in thought, and 
therefore provides no principle by which one can 
justify anything more than an argumentative oppo­
sition to totalitarianism. A majority dedicated to 
.anarchy cannot effectively resist a minority organis~d 
to enforce some other doctrine. 

Complete liberty of thought moreover seems to 
lead eventually to complete scepticism, a state of 
mind in which even liberty seems no longer worth 
defending, and men are eager to grasp at any 
plausible belief presented with dogmatic assurance. 
Totalitarianism in short is "the child of unbelief", as 
another author has put it. Polanyi has a striking pas­
sage on the psychology of totalitarianism, in which 
h e makes the point that scepticism does not destroy 
the passion for ethical values, but suppresses it, and 
it reasserts itself through the belief in a purely mecha­
nical, and indeed brutal process, which is ultimately 
to result in an earthly paradise. 

This th f'n is th e fate vvhich overtook Conti nental 
liberalism; Anglo-Saxon liberalism has been savecl 
from it hitherto because, from whatever causes. it has 

not believed in the . lib~~ d t:li6; .~4Mdua1 . t:~ . the 
excludon of all other principles. . , · 

Thus Polanyi arrives· .. at· ~i ·-~on~c~~~.ion !fa't lib6ity 
cannot be defended as . an .' absolute. Liberty must 

! ' ,C '{ f;. 1 ' ''".!, I' • 

How from other abs9l~te!!, , an~; eve~ in *e· reall]l .?f 
thought must be relative ~n_d, limited. , ~~ stand . f?r 
an orthodoxy and imi?<?se)t; as opposed ~o,,~he totaH­
tarians we can only argue that our orthodoxy is philo-

, t I ' I • t ~. • 1 t , • }. • \ • ' 

sophically more respec~able, and that it, ~llo"';s o~ , a 
wider, though l)Ot .~m ?~}ted, liberty. · . , 

. If ~ ml!:Q , is to succee~ .. in pure scienc~,,,_he must be 
free to tackle in his own way the probl~ms which 
iriterest him. At the sa'me time he must ~~k;;owledgc 
the basic p~ir;,ciple~ ~f ~ci,ence in geqeral, and . th,e 
established · ~esults in his special scienc~- He uses 
his ind.ividual ~bili~,. 1and origi,~ality , ~q:;;get resu1ts 
which because of their truth will compe\ recognition 
from the scientific w~i-ld.' . This combinati~n of free­
dom and discipline is necessary because. fh:e scie~ti­
fic man js exploring an objective universe. 
- · ~&W?.Y,i ?s~~. the . P<?Sition of the scientifi_c ~~n a~ 
an analogy to show the true position of the mdiv1dual 
in .a c:;ommunity. For the scientific Jllan truth is 
supreme, and his freedom of research has value only 
as subserving truJh. The citizen's freedom, similarly, 
has valu~ or significance only in a spiritual universe, 
in which truth, justice, kindness, tolerance, loyalty, 
beauty, are realities. 

Moreover, it is only where people acknowledge 
these supreme values or principles that they will con­
sistently set limits to the State's authority. "The 
usual antithesis of the individual versus the State is 
a false guide to the issue of freedom versus totalita­
rianism. The true antithesis is between the State 
and the invisible things which guide men's creative 
impulses and in which men's consciences are naturally 
rooted. The totalitarian form of the State arises logi­
cally from the denial of reality to this realm of 
transcendent ideas. When the spiritual foundations 
of all freely dedicated human activities-of the culti­
vation of science and scholarship, of the vindication 
of justice, of the profession of religion, of the pursuit 
of free art and free political discussion-are denied, 
then the State becomes, of necessity, inheritor to ~11 
ultimate devotion of men." 

The later part of his book pursues the argument 
against planning complex activities on grounds· of 
efficiency-economists especially should reacl it. His 
philosophical position, set forth in the first half of 
the book, is that summarised above. 

P. SPRATT 
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SALUTE TO JOHN pEWEY-(Continued from page 1) 
cierical , atith'Ol:mirili'ifs anR·corr'Iinunists? The ·Jns\Ver ·that the method of ~1telligence is tpe m.~thcid of 
is to be found\ irl.rjrls c'oll'cep£ df ''experience,'" which scientific inquiry in its widesf sense; and that ~c~~nce 
departs radic'ab.~iib~ ttaditiOH~l · cohtepts: · '· · · and freedom are not hostile, but mutually slippprt 

In working i:Hifit:he··a J\iiili o'f his ' the6ry ' of .tixperi- ea:ch otlier. . ' . ' ' ' \, , ,. 
e·n· ·ce·•:·De"'-;·ey:· 'w··' ta;,s:1Lm.· 'o···.'JeJ. j ) i\;:·,;.:w, .;J-'~· · e· '-~;cohsid .. eHihoi1s. ·· h h h ,. '·: ' ·£·· ·. fi · :"' 

w .v 1..1 o.o!'. uu• . T e ,doctrine t a.t t e pro9ess~s 9 , sciyl,lt}. p, ~nqmry 
The · fiAdirlgs of'mode"rlf:t:l1tholty ,:~i1d'_'p~ychblog{ a·r1d c~psfi~ute . the mati·ix ?ut :o(whl.ch. all i~l~~~~~ .b.eliyfs 
mediCine fed". nim t6'.'' strtis~ : m~·· · 'aqtiviey ·' 'of tne abq~t en,ds as .we}l a,s mea~s are t() . ~e &~!J-ertted,is 
organism as' a· whole irl m1

re1ponse to envir6'nirtgCoi1- anathema to those who give ecclesiast.ical or 1 pQli~ical d~tions · and the selectiVfi 1hfl~ract~r · of that response. in'stitutions a privileged role in social life. 
1
'f..J;l.e vali­

Second, · fortified by anthfop'Ological evidente, he dity of human ends 'and the means o( achi(rvif.ig ~hem 
interpreted cultur~ as· a .~et: :tif' ~elective, institUtional depend not on the authority of the College,,?,£ . Cilrdi­
controls upon nature, phy!iig!h' ·and. human. Third, nals or the Communist Politbureau, but sol!~ly qn the 
he observed · tlie place ~ ~nd''· 4s.e' of instruments, authority of rational scientific methods of testiJ?.g our 
among which are language ' a.nd . ,tpe organs of the values in experienc~ . . It gqes ~ithout sayi.n/5, t~a~ any 
body, in the groWth of our""knowledg(l and · 'in the view which holds that man has an absolute super­
control of nature and · soCiecy. The upshot of his mitural end to which he owes first allegiall.~; 1 and in 
theory is the conclusion that "everythilig' experienced whose light he· must organize. his, h~tuia:l' 1 il.fe; will 
is in part made what it is Because there enters into find Dewey's devotion to the eritical methods ef 
it a way of experiencing something:" For Dewey, science an abomination. , . 
knowing, too, is a!} experience which mediates . ~et- The hostility of the com~unists agains~ · De~ey 
ween · other experiences. It, , too, leads to operations borders on the frenetic: Two extended articles 
upon things and symbols.·.,. If 'involyes some e~peri- denouncing him in .. the Moscow 'Bolshe'Vi '' 1

( Mardh 
mental act before we can da'im to be in possess'ion of and July, 1947 ) a;e compose'<lJ ' in the llillkuage of 
reliable knowledge. ·And that experimental act Vishinsky. They indicate . th.~t · i:wt ap .::)Vl:tb czy 
leaves the objective sitUation-the wodd which chal- "SCience! Science!" ar'e 'free 'frdin s~pers,titidif 'i:pd bar~ 
leuges us to inquiry-di£I:erent in socl~ ' respect. from b~rous repression of inquir)r. Dewey's .-~l:bp~sal to. 
what it was before it was known. '' that is. \:vhat test the validity of all social ideals_:_ou'r o'VM as well 
Dewey · meant when he said 'tbaf th'ought is "practi- as Franco's and Stalin's-by the actual coiis~qtiences 
cal",-not, as he was often c'aricatured. as mail.1taining, of the means used to achieve them, appears · to the 
that thought is necessarily personally useful or con- Communist Party philosophers a clear case of 
venient. "imperialistic warmongering." 

Dewey's doctrines owe their ':"ide pc;>pular Dewey h~s, in the 'eyes · of the comxp~.mists , com-
acceptance to his explanation of ·ho"Y ang ~_hy think- pounded his ideological felonies by his public criti­
ing count~ in the world, of how ang .1wJ:?.y. reflective cism of the Russian domestic' -~eign 'of terror in all 
behaviour riu~l<es a difference to the iS!j!Je of events. fields of culture. He was one of the few American 
Dewey's ' d~ctri~e. has the merit of making. sense of philosophers who made a detailed study ' of the 
ordimtry ~xpei·ier':tce , and of suggesting ways by which Communist movement at home and abroad. In 1937 
that experience can be controlled and enriched. he interrupted the writing of his monumental 'Logic' 

Dewey's interest seems closer to the actual pro- to accept the chairmanship of the committee of 
blems of. meh than do those of other contemporary inquiry into the truth of the Moscow trials, which 
philosophers, even when he is discussing traditional held sessions in New York and Mexico City. The 
proble~~ i of philosophy. The starting point .of philo- task was arduous, and many speculat~d on the reason 
sophers like .Feuerbach, Marx; Heidegger and the which led him to embark on it. The reason was 
Fre'nch existentialists who depart from· concrete situa- characteristic-a desire to investigate the truth at first 
tioris of human need !\eem hauntingly familiar to hand about one of the most important political move­
readers of Dewey. Dewey is sympathetic to their ments of the world. I still recall his amusement when 
atternpts to relate the p~ohl~ms of philosophy to tlv a representative of the Russian regime suddenly 
problems of men. But he differs from all existentia · visited him a few days before · the hearings were 
lists, past and present, in th at he believes thnt scheclulctl to hegill . and asked hi m to head anoth~r 
genuine problems exist to be settl ed, _not agon i ;~.ed trip to the Soviet Union-"all expenses p'aid~best 

over; that probleri1s can he settleu, if a t · all , not by travell ing · conditions to and in Russia"-to report on 
acts of spon talleou-; viole tl<:c, hut Ly il l t'.'lli.~;<.· n cc · thL' <'ducation,ll system lw lncl previously insp<'cl cci 

10 



' '. 
~ 1927. The incident hardened ,his ~e~ermiqatj.orqo 
go tJu:ough . with his . inves!;ip~tiops, , ?.is. 1£i~di~~;lj .. ar~ 
well known. ' . 
· D ewey ~ften referred.· to the whole expel;'ie~ce' ~s 

one of the most educational and enjoyable in his long 
life. Whene-ver he engaged himself in a st'rug&le' for 
a . hi~ge iss'ue, he proved' to be an ind6mit'able 'fightl:(r 
and surprised those ~ho had mistaken his gentl~ness 
for softn~ss, . . .THe · f<?llowers 9f Leon Trotsky were 
<lismayed" ·when he subsequently declared' that 
althpttgh Trotsky . ~as completely innocent of . the 

charges made against him at the Moscow trials, the 
'', • I • 

socta! philosophies of both Trotsky and Stalin had 
more. Jp. c;:oinmo~ with each other th.an with the prin-
cipl~s . of democracy and' .free scientific inquiry. ' 
The~~ i~ ~till ·~nqther type of reaction to Dewey's. 

unqualifie~ f~t:P in the liberating possibilities qf 
science. It comes frow philosophers, some of whom, 
1ike., Bertrand R~ssell, - ~hare .Dewey's liberal views, 
and some o{ whom, . J.ike Georg~ Santayana, do not. 

I • _,,._ I ' f < .. ! _, • ' ~ I 

They sugge~t ~~t De,)Y'ey\ faith ill knowledge and 
science is, a. kind o,f)~?wer-phi.losophy which brea~~~ 
a spirit ·. of "cos~e)~piecy,.:· According to them, 
there ,is not enRugh 9f the spirit of' play an~ restgn~~ 
tion in his co~ception of man and his role in the 
universe . . M~m .is always up, l;lrd doing, too much iq 
the foregroul,ld of nftture, oblivioqs' to the pitiful fate 
which must overtake him,. no matter how much of 
the world he succeeds in controlling. 

Dewey was almost eloquent when he commented 

, · \ "! ' · J r ." • . I t ; I ' '!'"= • 

oq crjtic~~Jl?s · ol, .~is_ 9~~~qter: >'l!ftP.!fll-il!~4 -. to ~ knpw 
w?.fl.t1 prol;>lems :~~" opght 1~o 'w.eet,¥1thi_'p!fl.¥1 r r.esignq­
tion-the cqntr61 'of 4€lmct~OI,ls, c;>!-_:mwl~ ~nergy, .of 
capcer? . He . wanted, ~o k;now; echolng a: Spinozis.tic 
line, how; els.e .!la~,t\ f:!,an, l:).e,c , qtf.olle~lJhan b){ 'I}-atura~ 

rne;ms?, - JI;~ fl4lpiJ!~4 0at?~-~.J?M9sop4Y is f9r hum~~ 
b('li.ng~ w49. ,qre born to proJ>l.~fr1~· ~ut aQ.ded ,that; for, 
most .. human beiiigs~ .life , unfortunatelY, . is ·one 
problem after another. ·;'~P~oblems cann9t',be re~olved 
thrqugh. Rlay, c:ri:. a~qu/.~sceRce. ·What pu~, needs ~ for 
play, he he~d, is not a ,p,hilosophy, but a he;ilthy body 

• ,. ! •. 1 , , •• L .J· '··· . ~ . . 
and a good coilsciel}ce:

1
. > •• /. -. • , . , : • 

For Dewey, the , refreshening experiences, . the 
. · , · r~~ . · ·. , 

absorptions and detachments of delight, the sense of 
joyou~ exhilaration !J.e~~s~arY to sustain ·, a life .of 
problems, is derived from art and love, npt traditional 

~ . - • ·~ . . ' . . • ~ ··'"". rt .. • ' 
religion. I remember hiS 'once saying that he saw. no 

· • .r •. J • ~ •• f(\ q·~! •1((l"l~ • ': ' . . 

P<?i~t , ,~n , stiiF~' ,#I. ~w~~e 'toward.:·jthe ', : cosmo~·-
<:;os~~~( R rt1R H?~f~~1~.· ~~t~?,ut. sentrm!;Na~ . glon: 
fication of nature, ,or acqmescene m every .t rute fact 

. '"'l fli • .. \ ~ !1 •. l •- I '"f 

just because it is so ·-"¥, · de~p as his optimism .may 
be, 'if"falls far short 'of th~ 'silly dream of remaking, the ·"'" _.1 •. . f\t.. .• ., •• 

't<?rl<;!~~O~J.>J~t.elY:,. _'fip~e~er, .f4ere will .always be,· ~e 
aq~e<1 ,:'?1!Y~d~.:~~w, ,b,u~ 1~portant, things that will 
need di.angmg: 

S~eri in ·the pe'rspecti:ve of our historical experience, 
the philosophy -of, John Dewey represents the most 
d1sliil:~~~~ eipre;~ion p(the. American liberal faith. 
It articufates its poodwill, its hard headedness and 
imaghiative' d~ing. ·· · 
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Art 

~ .... ' . 

. .. ::. i' 0 ' 1 , . . ,. 

Exhibition 
asked to symbolise music in form, many of the exhibits 
depicted sc~nes in which Nature played a prominent 
part. Ho~ important this emotional devel.oprrient is 
necessary for a balanced mind is a point' W'liidl,l must 
constantly be driven. into the heads of the ·plif,~~U, and 
educators of our children. . ·, 

As ,one moved from the worl5: of tlte 1youngtir 
children to that of the older, it ~/as. ver{ . btice~b'le 
that less imagination and freedqtn 'of exi>re's~1b.J )Was 

k . 1 " }:) lil • (· ;-, 
present. Although the wor was gooa, it ~(;5-. ~eaay 
displaying signs of adult con~~l! pattern~ ')~r~~[.dlfd 
rigidity, thereby losing much . of the rchat_Ip . . ~ )"Vhere 
the modern artist has to stfi~~ ':1-:nc.easi~g!f ~~at.~~ 
consciously apd deliberately! creating on ·canvas th~ 
manifestatiort of ·artistic. ~stinci, to the,1 1 ~Ililci 1 it i~ 
really child's play. One M the ·mosf fascih3.¥mg' pbr-

.' • • • • t ! , J ; t'l • .,.)' i 1 

tions of . the exhibition 'Yas · the cqrripru::i$orl ~between 
Child Art anq that of the gr~atp~ters o.f M ·qf<idbrh 
a!?;~: ·. Where the· artis.~ .. tiies t!f~r~~:rfw~y~_ft~ffi1 ~e 
oo~dage, the child merely.gives·v¢nt to·thJT:r·withiH 
him, ·Happy the child, imci happy t;h~ ' J.ltiri:iari i beiiig 
that can share · thls h~ppiness With ·him:' Fdf if, 'as 
Pulin Dutt says, qhila Art is et~rnal 'ru:t; :fiie;J, ·:l~t ·ali 
men become childJ:en again, ~nd join ~~~~/,W living 
with Reality which is Joy, Love and Freedom. 

-' A. B. 

s· Why not join: The Indian Committee for Cultural F1:eedom? 
. j _., ~ ,\ ... \ 1 '· 'l .. 1 '. ' 

is a non-partislin -organisation'.affiliated to the International· Congress for Cultural Freedom, 
m~I}::Honorary Presidents· Benedetto Croce, Karl Jaspers, Salvador de Madatiaga, Jacq\}es Maritain 

'- ussell. 1
• ' 

. . . .. .. . CUT HERE ........ __ ____ ______ _ 

INDIAN COMMITTEE FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM 

Manekji Wadia Bpilding, 127, Mahatma Gandhi Road, 

1 · BOMBAY l. 

I wish to be enrolled as a member of the Indian Committee for Cultural Freedom. 

Herewith Hs. 3/- i-n payment of my membership fee which also covers subscription to Freedom Fi1·st. 

Name: 

Address: 

Signature. 
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